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PREFACE. 



The author begs leave to state that his 
object in writing this work is the same as that 
which prompted him to make a selection from 
his notes respecting " The Canadas in 1841" 
— a desire that the British public may become 
better acquainted with an important British 
colony through the medium of a person un- 
connected with the country described, and 
therefore unbiassed by any local influences, 
politics, or prejudices, but one whose military 
duties have stationed him there for a time. 

It may be alleged, that the vast territory of 
Labrador, which is included in the government 
of Newfoundland, ought also to have been 
treated of. But this would have increased the 
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Till PREFACE. 

dimeDsioiLS of the work too much, as another 
yolmne most, in that case, have been required; 
sudi a Yolome, however, may po^blj be pro- 
duced at some future period* 

The present position of Newfoundland, where 
a new system of colonial gOTemment is just 
at this moment an object of interest, and the 
vast importance, to the mother country, of the 
island, assumed by its geographical and political 
position, as the key of Canada, must tend, it 
is conceived, further to develop the great in- 
terests to the British nation of Canada and 
the North American colonies, or Transatlantic 
Britain* 

It may be added, that this description of the 
most ancient colony of Great Britain is only 
the precursor of another — a more compre- 
hensive and a larger examination into the pre- 
sent position and Aiture prospects of Canada, 
which the author is about to put into a form 
fitted to meet the public eye. 

JR* H. B. 

St. John's, Newfoundlaod, 
26th April, 1842. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND 
IN 1842. 



PART L 

POLITICAL AND GENERAL HISTORY OF 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 



CHAPTER I. 

HISTORY TO THE ERA OF POSSESSION AND FIRST 
SETTLEMENT, OR FROM 1497 TO 1612. 

So little interest was formerly excited about 
this colony, the most ancient of Great Britain, 
that its early history is obscured by neglect 
and fable. 

I shall not endeavour to mystify it still 
further by useless inquiries as to whether it 
was the wine or the vine land of the early 
navigators — whether the Red Indians of 
Newfoundland are the descendants of Tartai's, 
or of Scandinavians — or whether the sea kings 
extended their sway over its shores or hot; 

VOL. I. B 
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2 HISTORY TO TH£ BRA OF POSSESSION 

but shall content myself with commencing at 
that epoch when the arts and sciences of 
Europe were reriving from the utter obscurity 
they had for ages been involved in, and 
during which benighted period it has been 
conjectured, without sufficient reason, that 
America received European colonists, who 
have since so strangely, however, vanished 
from the face of a continent covering one half 
of the habitable globe. 

The discovery of the West Indies by Co- 
lumbus, whose fair fame has been tarnished by 
doubts as to his capacity, and by making him 
merely the follower out of some visionary 
forerunners, had a wonderful eflfect upon 
maritime nations, and however they may in 
that age have envied his genius and depre- 
ciated his extraordinary mission, th^ trod in 
his footsteps with the most eager and absorb- 
ing anxiety for the final discovery of Cathay — 
that region of gold, pearls, and diamonds, 
which was to enrich every hardy adventurer. 

But previously to entering upon the subject 
of this section, it is desirable to make a few 
remarks upon the object of the work. 

That object is, chiefly, an endeavour to inform 
the British public, as far as the author may be 
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enabled, upon the state of the most neglected 
of our colonieBy which, although ite neajrest to 
the mother country in point of space, appears 
to be the most remote from observation. 

Hitherto this most ancient and important 
settlement, Newfoundland, has been looked 
upon merely as a great nursery for hardy set- 
men, rather than as an immense adjunct to the 
trade, the power, and resources of the empire, 
or as the real key of the continent of Northern 
America. 

The only readable works upon this country, 
in modern times, are Mac^egor's and Montgo- 
mery Martin's Geographical Dictionmes of 
the British American Colonies; for Chappell, 
Anspach, and Beeves, afford very little local 
information, and express opinions coloured by 
circumstances connected with the residence or 
visits of their authors at St. John's, in periods 
when no other than party views prevailed, and 
when society was wholly limited to the houses 
of government officers, or to^ those of a few 
respectable merchants, and when the dictum 
of a naval governor was the law of the land. 

It was requisite, in order to obtain an un* 
biassed knowledge of the colony, that a person 
describing Newfoundland should be independent 
b2 
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4 HISTORY TO THE EBi. OF POSSESSION 

of all parties, and have resided long enough 
there to become intimately acquainted with the 
state of things ; and it is probable that few 
besides military men could be so favouraUy 
situated in that respect. 

Formerly Newfoundland was considered as a 
very pleasant place of banishment for an offi- 
<5er in the army ; whilst the merchant, having 
long toiled for riches drawn from the exhaust- 
less ocean, no sooner acquired them than he 
left the island for the enjoyments and the more 
genial climate of his native soil. 

The case is now altering rapidly : the move- 
able military men are confined to the scientific 
corps of the Ordnance service, who rarely stay 
more than four, five, or six years on the station, 
and there is a permanent colonial regiment, 
consisting chiefly, at present, of old service 
officers, appointed to do the garrison duty of the 
capital and outposts. A new race of inhabi- 
tants is springing up, who, born on the soil, 
cherish and fondly adhere to it; the population 
is no longer a fluctuating one ; the island has 
obtained a representative government ; it has 
been discovered that it is by no means so 
barren and infertile as was uniformly stated by 
interested persons, and that it is not that foggy 
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AND FIRST SETTLEMENT. 5 

country where lantern light is requisite at 
noon-day, but is possessed of a climate of ex- 
traordinary salubrity. Its population is steadily 
advancing; roads are opening; agriculture rears 
its head ; and in short, from having been a mere 
mercantile depot, it now bids fair to take its 
rank amongst the more flourishing colonies of 
the neighbouring continent. 

To develop its resources, to assist its com-^ 
merce, to make it better known, as it deserves 
to be, in the Old World, is the task I have im- 
posed upon myself during the second winter of 
my temporary residence; and I trust that my 
design may ultimately succeed; for, unbiassed 
by politics, I have only the welfare and renown, 
of Britain and of this island gem in view. 

In tracing its general history, I have thought 
it a matter of great interest to the native, 
reader to enter somewhat largely upon the 
original discovery — a subject hitherto only 
hinted at in all the modem gazetteers and 
geographical works; and being in possession 
of some very ancient histories of the New 
World, I have not hesitated to extract largely 
from them. 

It is extraordinary how vague even the de- 
tails of the voyages of Columbus are found to 
be, by th^ most patient investigator, and there- 
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6 HISTOBT TO THE SKA OF POSSESSIOK 

fore a great deal of light eannot be expected 
to be thrown upon those of Cabot, whose olaims 
as an illostrious navigator have slumbered f<»r 
ages in obliirion. 

In searching into records kmg since deroted 
more to the worm than to the care of the his- 
torian, we, however, find many highly interest- 
ing particulars which have been consigned to 
neglect, in consequence of the superior success 
which the contemporaries of the admiral of the 
ocean met with, when compared with Cabot 
and those who came after him. Gold, all- 
powerful gold, was the thing sought for, and in 
the frossen regions of Terra Nova the disap- 
poiptment met with from finding only glitter- 
ing pyrites, rendered the public careless of 
tiie accounts given of that region; and thus, 
no doubt, many valuable journals were lost, 
and many anxious thoughts of the early north- 
western searchers for the riches of the east 
were nipped in the bud, and remained un- 
printed and unheeded. 

Herrera, the most careful and most diligent 
collector of the primal vcryages, shews us, in a 
few words, the apathy of Henry the Seventh 
of England, and his* cold, calculating policy, 
when he sufiered the dominion of tiie New 
World to slip, uncared for, out of his grasp. 
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Golumbas meeting with nothiag but ctiaap- 
p<Hntmeiit and r^ulse in his favourite scharae, 
sent hip brother Bartholomew to £n|^d, to 
negotiate with Ihat prince. He was taken by 
corsairs on the way thitheri and detamed for 
seven years ; but, learning tiie lai^i^e, the dis- 
podtion €i the court, and of thQ pe<^de, havii^ 
obtained access to the minister, and carried on 
his suit, which he at last accomplished, he was 
ordered to return to Spain, to find his brother, 
and conclude the necessary preliminari^ for 
the discovery. 

So unfrequent was communication bdnreen 
distant countries in those days, Ihat it was 
not until Barthdomew reached Paris, that 
the &ars he had entertamed for his brother's 
life were quieted, as he had not heard from 
him during the whole period of his voluntary 
exile, and there he found that he was not only 
living, but had accomplished, under the auspices 
of the Catholic kings, the object of their fervent 
desires. Charles, the King of France, informed 
the Genoese of his brother's success, and Bar- 
tholomew, having quitted Henry vod his ava* 
rice, sailed for the new world, 

Charles presented him with a himdredcrowns^ 
and forwarded Jiim on his journey to Spain^ 
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8 HISTOST TO THE ERA OF POSSESSION 

whence he was despatched with three store- 
ships for Hispaniols, and found the Admiral, 
who made him Adelantado, or Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, of the newly discovered regions.* 

Bartholomew left behind him, with King 
Henry, a map of the world, shewing the pro- 
bable road to the Indies and Spice Islands, 
which contained some Latin lines urging the 
voyage, and was dated London, the 21st 
February, 1480.t 

As soon as the news of this splendid disco- 
very reached England, the tardy vigour of 
Henry was roused, and he became as eager to 
share in the glory of forwarding voyages to 
the Indies as he had been cautious before. 
Of Bartholomew, he of course neither heard 

♦ Herrera Historia General de los Yndios Ociden- 
tales, &c., tomo primo, capitulo xiii. p. 48. Edition in 
4 vols, folio, 1728. Amberes. 

f If this date is correct, (but I think it should be 
1490, unless the map was made before he left Portu- 
gal,) Bartholomew must have been fifteen years on his 
embassy. It is, however, taken from the Italian work 
entitled «« Ferdinando Colombo Storia della vita e de* 
fatte dell' Ammiraglio Cristoforo Colombo suo padre,'' 
&c., printed at Venice, in 8vo, 1570. The extract 
will be given in the Appendix, No. I., as it shews the 
first glimmering of English enterprise in Atlantic spe- 
culation. 
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AND FIRST SETTLEMENT, 9 

nor expected to hear further, and it is pre- 
sumed that his attention had been kept 
awake by another adventurous Italian, who 
then occasionally resided in England. 

The family of this foreigner became after- 
wards of as much importance and interest to 
Britain as Columbus had been to Spain. 

John Cabot, a Venetian, traded to Bristol 
for several years previously to the first voyage 
of the admiral, and most probably was an inti- 
mate acquaintance of Bartholomew, who sub- 
sisted upon the rare art in those days of card 
or chart making, and by teaching navigation. 

After the discovery of insular America be- 
came well known in England, we find that 
Henry VII. granted letters patent to John 
Cabot and his three sons, Ludovicus, Sebas- 
tiano, and Sancius, to proceed with five ships 
to the discovery of new and unknown lands, 
unvisited and unclaimed by Christians in the 
seas of the East, the West, and the North, 
and from and to the port of Bristol only. This 
patent is dated Westminster, ,5th March, 1496. 
in the eleventh year of his reign.* 

* Examplar Litterarum Henrici Regis Angliae VII. 
Johanni Cabotto, civi Venetiarum, ac Ludovico^ Se- 
bastiano et Sancto filiis dicti Johannis ad invenieDdum 
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10 HISTOBT TO THE ERA Of FOBfiffiSSION 

In tiiie Rolls tb^reis aaotker licensed patent 
to John Cabot and Sehastian, his son, for any 
bayen for six diips, dated in tiie tbirteaitb 
year of Henry VII., or in 1498. These voy- 
ages had the sole object of finding the Meta 
Incognita, or unknown strait^ which was to 
lead to the rich country of Cathay, a subject, 
alter the lapse of several hundred years, not yet 
dequdred of, and now nearly acooanplkhed 
by Great Britain. 

In the Appendix to tliis work is given a luA 
of various authors who wrote about or soon 
after the time of Cabot, d^^cribing his disco* 
very of Newfoundland, and whose worls may 
best be consulted, and from which extraeta 
will now be made. 

It {^pears tihat he sailed from Bristol with 
a fleet of five small ships containing tihree hun* 
dred mm famished by Henry VII., who, 
although avaricious by nature, possessed a 
prudent and thoughtful mind, and soon per- 

discooperittidttBi et investigandum, qaaseuoqiie la* 
sulas, patrias, regio&es, sive provinckw, g^ntUiutt el 
infidelium in quacunque parte mundi positas quse 
Cbrisltania owoibas aole base tempora ftterint iocog- 
nitae, Teste Regi ap«d WeaUaoo. qumto die MarliL 
Aa. Reg. XI. 1406. 
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ceived the folly which his muxisterB had oom-- 
mitted, in refusing so long the offers of Bartho-- 
lomew Columbus on bdialf of his oelebrated 
brother, and therefore hastened to the aid of 
another foreigner, projecting a more northern 
route for the Oriental regions. 

The Cabots were experienced and expert 
pUots, as navigators were then styled; but 
whether John Cabot went on this voyage or 
not, does not clearly ^pear by any record ; and 
in Richard Eden's " Abridgment of Travds"* 
we find, that he mentions Sebastian's having 
told him that his father died soon aft^ tlte news 
of the discovery of Columbus became known in 
England. This renders it just barely possible 
that he did command the fleet;f but it is the 
more improbable, as it will be se^, in tibie ex- 
tracts from early writers, that Sebastian is 
always mentioned as the first discoverer of the 
nordiem continent of America. 

* Printed in 1555, with the first three Decades of 
the New World, or West India. London, 4to, black 
letter, page 255, in the acooont of Moseory a^d Ca- 
thay, margtttal note. 

t In the Appendix, No. II., I have extracted the 
whole memoir of Cabot from *< Campbell's Lives of the 
Admirals," who gives all the information he could 
guiher. 
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12 HI8T0BT TO THE ERA OF POSSESSION 

He sailed from England in the spring of 
1497, five years after Columbus had seen the 
West IndieSj to penetrate by a north-western 
route to China and the Spice Islands. 

There is, unfortunately, no regular journal 
known to exist of this voyage, and we must 
therefore be contented with what can be ga- 
thered out of the works of the early writers; 
Hackluyt being one of the chief sources, but 
not containing so much personal notice as can 
be found in the writings of Peter Martyr, a 
contemporary, Oviedo, Gomara, and the ob- 
scure work of Richard Eden. 

It is said, that Sebastian Cabot's fleet made 
the land of the New World near Bonavista 
Bay, about the island of BaccalaOj on the 
24th June, 1497. 

This subject is, of course, of much interest 
to the natives of Newfoundland; and I shall 
therefore quote the observations of such wri- 
ters as I am able to refer to, either by trans- 
lations of the original works, or by transcripts. , 

Peter Martyr, a learned clergyman, in his 
voluminous work, called, " The Decades of 
the Ocean" written in great part during the 
lifetime of Columbus and Cabot, with whom 
he was personally acquainted, and professing 
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to state from authority the subjects he treats 
upon, which are the different discoveries in 
the New World, then constantly occurring, 
says, when mentioning the passage to the Indies 
by the west, in his third Decade,* — " These 
northern or frozen seas have been searched by 
Sebastian Cabot, a Venetian born, who, in hi& 
infancy, was carried by his parents to Eng- 
land, where they occasionally went upon con^- 
mercial pursuits, it being the custom of the 
Venetians to leave no part of the world un- 
trodden in search of riches. He furnished two 
vessels at his own cost in England, and, with 
three hundred men, directed his course so far 
towards the North Pole, that even in July he 
found almost continual daylight, and immense 
heaps of ice floating in the sea ; but observ- 
ing that the land was clear of it, owing to the 
heat of the sun having melted the ice near it, 
he turned westward, and, coasting by the 
south, sailed so far that he came into the lati- 
tude of the Straits of Hercules, having the 

* *< De Orbe Novo, Petri Marty ris Anglerii Medio- 
lanensis, Protonotarii, et Caroli quinti Senatoris> De- 
cades octo diligenti teraporum observatione^ et utiHssi-- 
mis annotatiouibus iUustratae, suoque nitori restitutes."^ 
Paris, 1587, 8vo. In italic print. 
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North Pole derated, in the same maimer, in 
the same degree. He sailed thus so far west- 
ward, that he had the Island of Cuba on his 
left hand, in tike manner, in the same parallel 
<rf longitude.* As he passed by the coasts of 
this vast country, which he named * Bacca- 
laos,' (^ Terra BaccaUearmn,') he said he 
found the course of the oceanic waters was 
towards the west, but that they flowed more 
softly and gently than those swift currents 
which the Spaniards had found in their 
southern navigations. 

^' Sebastian Cabot called those countries 
BaccalaoS) because in the seas there he found 
such multitudes of large fish, like tunnies, 
which the inhabitants call bdcccdaos^ that 
they sometimes hindered his ships ; he found, 
also, that the people of these regions were 
clothed in the skins of beasts, but were not 
without the use of reason. 

" He said that there were plenty of bears 
there, which eat fish, plunging themselves into 
the water where they perceived a number of 

* In the original Latin the sentence is, << Ad occi" 
dentemqtie profectiis tantum est^ tU Cubum insulam a 
Icevo hngitudine graduum peneparem hahueriU'* Editio 
1587, in italic print, now very rare. 
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these fish to be, and then, fftst^iing their claws 
in their scales, dragged them on shore, and 
deToured theoi, so that thm feeding on fish, 
they are not so dangerous to man. 

^^ He dedared, also, tliat in many places 
of these territories he saw plenty of latten 
amongst the inhabitants. Cabot is my parti- 
cular friend, with yrhom I am on terms of 
much familiarity, and I delight to have him 
S(»netimes to keep me company in my own 
house, £[»* being sent fi»* £ram England by the 
Catholic King of Castile, after l^e death of 
H^iry VII., he was appointed to assist our 
council, and did assist us in managing the 
affiiirs of the New Indies, whilst he was pa- 
tiently waiting for aid to discover this hidden 
secret of nature (the Meta Incognita, or 
western road to China and Japan.) This 
voyage is now, at last, appointed for the year 
next ensuing, being the year of Christ 
MBXVi., and whatever occurs from it, I 
shall inform your holiness (Leo X.) of, if I 
live. Some of the Spaniards deny that Cabot 
was the first discoverer of Baccalaos, and 
affirm that he never went so far west ; but it 
must now suffice for me to have said thus 
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16 HISTORY TO THE ERA OF POSSESSION 

much of the gulf and straits, and of Sebastian 
Cabot." 

It would embarrass the narrative of the 
discovery of Newfoundland too much, to enter 
into all the arguments of the Spaniards and 
others, about previous discoveries of the conti- 
nent, etc. 

Ortelius averred that Istotiland (the northern 
part of America, which extends towards Eu- 
rope) and the islands Greenland, Iceland, and 
Friezland were discovered by fishermen from 
Friezland, who were driven there by a storm ; 
and again, in 1390, by Antonio Zeno, a 
Venetian gentleman, who sailed there under 
Zechmni, King of Friezland, of which expe- 
dition there are extant, in Italian, abridg- 
ments or collections, made by Francisco Mar- 
colino, from the letters of M. Nicolo and 
Antonio Zeni, "Ortelius Thesaurus Geogra- 
phicus," etc., fol. 6, next before the map of 
the* Mar del Zur, 1596, Antverpiss. This 
Zeno fitted out a ship from Venice, and was 
cast away on Friezland, in a voyage to Eng- 
land and Flanders, in 1380. Zechmni was 
Prince of Poland, on the sOUth side of Fi'iez- 
land, and Duke of Sorani, opposite to Scotland. 
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AND FIEST SETTLEMENT. 17 

He was then attempting to conquer all that 
country, and had defeated the King of Norway. 
Zeno lived many years with him. 

Cabot's discovery was probably as much 
envied and sneered at, at the time, as that of 
Columbus, so well exemplified by the well 
known story of the egg. 

For these reasons, it is not my intention to 
entei* upon the discovery of America by the 
Northmen and Welshmen ; but in order to save 
the trouble of reference upon that subject to the 
reader, who may not have access to the works 
upon the controversy, I have added an ex- 
tract from Hackluyt, in No. 3, Appendix. 

It may also interest the reader, to add the 
translation of a passage about the discovery of 
a new world, from the Morgante Maggiore of 
Pulci, a work written before Columbus sailed 
on his first voyage, and whose author was 
also dead previous to that event : — 

" The water is level throughout its whole 
extent, although like the earth, it has the 
form of a glohe. Mankind in those ages 
were much more ignorant than now. Her- 
cules would blush at this day^ for having 
fixed his columns: vessels will soon pass far 
beyond them. They may soon reach anotJier 

VOL. I. 
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hefmspherej beccmse eneryihing tefub to ii9 
centre; in like manner^ as btf a dimne i»y^ 
tery^ the earth is suspended in the midst of 
the starsj below are cities and empires^ 
which were ancient. The inhabitants of 
these regions were called Af^ipades. They 
have plants and animals as weU as you, and 
wage warsy as well as y&u^ — ^Morgante 
liAGOioitB, GXXT. Bt. 229, etc 

DaQtCy who flourished between 1285 and 
1321, or more than 170 years before Co- 
lumbus^ has also indicated the number and 
position of the stars Gomposiog the polar e<m- 
stellations of the Austral hemisphere, and 
says, that when Lucifer fell fSrom hearen, his 
body pierced through the earth, half remain- 
ing on our side of the centre, and the other 
half on the side of the Antipodes, the shock 
driving most of the ocean waters to the 
southern hemisphere, and only one high moun- 
tain remaining uncoyered, on which the poet 
placed his purgatory. The fall of the morn- 
ing star happening before the creation of 
Adam, Bante could not beliere that the An- 
tipodal or southern hemisphere was ever in- 
habited. 

Petrarch, a better cosmogonist, geographer^ 
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and classic, about thirty years afterwards, 
ventured to hint, that there were beings on 
our globe unknown to us, but of our own 
nature in those regions — 

<< Nella stagion cbe il eiel rapido incbina 
Vers occidente, e cbe il di nostra vola 
A gente cbe delle forze e' capeito.*' 

Fifty years after Petrarch thus predicted, 
the existence of the Antipodal race was fully 
demonstrated; but it has been clcrerly said, 
that Pulci "raises a devil to announce that 
fact." His fellow-citizen, Paolo Toscanelli, a 
most admirable astronomer and mathema- 
tician, wrdte to Columbus, exhorting him to 
Uiudertake the discovery of it. 

Although often repeated, we shall close this 
long digression with the prophecy of Seneca, 
the first on record upon this interesting sub- 
ject: — 

" Venient annis 
Ssecula seris, quibus oceanus 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens 
Pateat tellus, Tipbisque novos 
Detegat orbes, 
Nee sit terris ultima Thyle." 

The bonds are broken, the age has arrived, 
aiad there are no longer new worlds to dis- 
cover. 

c2 
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A similar mention of Baccalaos and of Se- 
bastian Cabot is made in the " Summary of the 
General History of the Indies," by Gonzales 
Fernando de Oviedo, vrritten to the Emperor 
Charles V., in the year 1525. It leaves the 
matter in great uncertainty whether that land 
was the continent or the island of which we are 
writing. 

But the most interesting notice of all is con- 
tained in a " Discourse of divers Voyages and 
Ways, by which Spices, Precious Stones, and 
Gold were brought in old time from India into 
Europe and other Parts of the World, also of 
the Voyage to Cathay and East India by the 
North Sea. And of certain Secrets touching 
the same Voyage declared by the Duke of 
Moscovie, his Ambassador, to an excellent 
learned Gentleman of Italy, named Galeatius 
Butrigarius. Likewise of the Voyages of that 
worthy old man, Sebastian Cabot, yet living 
in England, and at this present the Grovernor 
of the Company of the Merchants of Cathay, 
in the city of London."* 

* See " Richard Eden's Gatherings from Writers on 
the New World/* London, 1555 , and also in " Purcbas 
his Pilgrimage," folio, London, 1615, vol. ii. p, 807, 
where there is a short *« Account of the Discovery of 
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It will aflford amusement to the reader to 
quote this account of Labrador and New- 

Ne\yfoundland, by John Cabot, a Venetian, and Se- 
bastian, his Son, on the 24th of June> 1497, in English 
Ships, ^*ith a Commission of Henry VII. ; with the 
Account given by Sebastian, of the coming home along 
the coasts of America to Florida." This differs but 
little from any of the above more rare and less acces- 
sible works, except in fixing the date of seeing the land. 
Purchas also gives part of the above extract from 
the letter to Galeatius Butrigarius, the Pope's Legate 
in Spain, in page 809>and in vol. iii. page 417; and in 
Hackluyt s celebrated collection, published in 1589, at 
folio 515, it is given briefly, with a statement of the 
three savages brought home by Sebastian, and presented 
to the king in the fourteenth year of his reign; whilst at 
page 51] of Hackluyfs ponderous folio is an " Extract 
out of the Mapp of Sebastian Cabot, cut by Clement 
Adams, concerning his discovery of the West Indies, 
which was to be seen in her Majesty Queen Elizabeth's 
private gallery at Westminster, and in many mer- 
chants' houses/' These works of Purchas and Hack- 
luyt, the former being a continuation and enlargement 
of the latter, are so bulky that it is difficult for a mi- 
litary man to add them to his stock of books ; so that 
I cannot quote, excepting from memoranda, at this re« 
mote station, directly from them, but they may be seen 
at any large public library inGreat Britain or Ireland 
by the curious. They will add, however, very little to 
the stock of information, as the early navigators, with 
the exception of Sir Walter Raleigh, were, even in» 
eluding the great Columbus, better pilots than pen- 
men. 
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fonndland in the words of the old black-letter 
t^Kt now before me : — 



a 



OF THE LANDES OF LABRADOR AND BACOA- 
LAOS, LTINOE WEST AND NORTH-WEST FROM 
EN6LANDE, AND BEIN6E PARTE OF THE FIRMS 
LANDE OF THE WEST INDIES. 

^^ Many haue traaalyed to search the coast 
of the lande of Laborador, as well to thintente 
to knowe howe farre or whyther it reachethe, 
as also whether there bee any passage by sea 
throughe the same into the Sea of Sur and 
the Islandes of Maluca, which are under the 
Eqninoctiall line : thinkynge that the waye 
thyther shulde greatly bee shortened by this 
vyage. The Spanyardes, as to whose ryght 
the sayde islandes oi spices perteyne, dyd 
fyrst seeke to fynde the same by this way. 
The Portugales also hauynge the trade of 
spices in theyr handes, dyd trauayle to fynde 
the same: although hetherto neyther anyo- 
suche passage is founde or the ende of that 
lande. In the yeare a thousande and fine 
hundreth, Caspar Cortesreales made a vyage 
thy tiller with two carauelles; but founde not 
the streyght or pai^age he is^ught. At his 
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beiBg there lie joamed the islandes that lye in 
the mouth of the goulfe Qaadrado, after his 
Bame, Cortesreales, ijii^ in the L degrees and 
more: and browghte £rom that laude aboift 
threescore m^a for slaaes. He gr^itly mar- 
uayled to beholde the houge qoantitie of snow« 
and ise. For the sea is there frosen exoed- 
yngly. Thinhabitauntes are men of good 
corp(»*ature, although tawny like the Indies, 
and laborious. They paynte theyr bodyea, 
and weare brasdel^s and ]h)(^s of syluer 
and copper. Theyr apparel is made of tiie 
sky nnes (^ martemes and dyvers other beastes, 
whiche they weare with the heare inwarde 
in wynter, and owtwarde in soommer. This 
apparell they gyrde to theyr bodyes with 
gyrdels mafe of cotton or the synewes <^ 
fpsshes and beastes. They eate fy^e moi» 
then any other thyi^e, and eq^ecially salmonSi 
^thoughe they have foules and frute. Tl^y 
make theyr houses of timber, whereof tiliey 
haue gi^eat plentie : and in the steade of tyles, 
couer th^n with the skynnes of fysshes and 
beajstes. It is said also that there are gphs 
in this land : and that the beares and many 
other beastes and foules are whyte. To this 
and ^ islandes abowte the same, the Britora 
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are accustomed to resorte : as men of nature 
agreeable vnto them, and borne vnder the 
same altitude and temperature. The Nor- 
wayes also sayled tli^ther with the p jlot cauled 
John Seoluo: and the Englysshe men with 
Sebastian Cabot. 

" The coaste of the lande of Baccalaos is a 
greate tracte, and the altitude thereof is 
xlyiii degrees and a halfe. Sebastian Cabot 
was the fyrst that browght any knowledge of 
this land. For being in Englande in the 
dayes of Kyng Henry the Seuenth, he fur- 
nysshed twoo shippes at his owne charges or 
(as some say) at the kynges, whom he pur- 
suaded that a passage might bee found to 
Cathay by the North Seas, and that spices 
myght bee browght from thense soner by that 
way, then by the vyage the Portugales vse by 
the Sea of Sur. He went also to knowe 
what maner of landes those Indies were to in- 
habite. He had with hym three hundreth 
men, and directed his course by the tracte of 
islande uppon the Cape of Laborador at Iviii 
degrees: affirmynge that in the monethe of 
July there was such could and heapes of ise 
that he durst passe no further : also that the 
dayes were very longe, and in maner withowt 
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nyght, and the nyghtes very cleare. Cer- 
teyne it is, that at the Ix degrees, the longest 
day is of xviii houres. But consyderynge the 
coulde and the straungenes of the unknowne 
lande, he turned hig course from thense to the 
West, folowynge the coast of the land of Bac- 
calaos vnto the xxxviii degrees, from whense 
he returned to Englande. To conclude, the 
Brytons and Danes have sayled to the Bacca- 
laos ; and Jacques Cartier, a Frenchman, was 
there twyse with three galeons : as one in the 
yeare xxxiiii and the other in the xxxv, and 
chose the lande to inhabite from the xlv de- 
grees to the li, beinge as good a launde as 
Fraunce, and al thynges therein commune to 
such as fyrst possesse the same. 

" Of these lands, Jacobus Bastaldus wryteth 
thus : — * The Newe land of Baccalaos is a coulde 
region, whose inhabytauntes are idolatours, 
and praye to the soone and moone and dy- 
vers idoles. They are whyte people, and very 
rustical. For they eate flesshe and fysshe and 
all other thynges rawe. Sumtymes also they 
eate mans flesshe priuilye, so that theyr Caci- 
qui have no knowleage thereof. The apparel! 
of both the men and women is made of beares 
sky nnes, although they have sables and mar- 
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temesy not greatly esteemed bycause they aie 
ly ttle. Some of lliem go naked in soomer, and 
weare apparell only in wynter. The Brytons 
and Frenche men are accustomed to take fysshe 
in the coaste of these lands, where is founde 
^reat plentie of tonnyes, which the inhabit- 
aunt^ caul Baccalaos, wherof the lande was 
so named. Northwarde from the region of 
Baccalaos is the land of Laborador, all full of 
mountaynes and great woodes, in whiche are 
manye beares and wylde boares. Thinhabit- 
antes are idolatoures and warlike people, i^ 
pareiled as are they of Baccalaos. In all this 
newe lande is neyther citie or castell, but tiiey 
lyve in companies lyke heardes of beastes.' "* 

Sebastian Cabot was afterwards employed 
by the Spanish court, and disooyered the Bio de 
la Plata and Brasil, and was so highly tiiought 
of, that he was appointed by the emperor^ with 
other learned mathematicians and navigators, 
to decide upon the question of boundary be- 
tween Spain and Portugal as affected ibe In- 
<lies, on which the notable bull of the Pope, 
which evineed such ignorance of geograf^y in 
iiioee days, was founded. 

He was also pilot-major of the Indies, and 
no one was permitted to sail on yoyages of 
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discovery without his licence. So great, in- 
deed, was his fame, that it was made a special 
artide of treaty between John the Fonrth and 
the Emperor, that he should not be employed 
in discovering the Spice Islands.* 

The uncertainty which prevails over all the 
accounts of Newfoundland at this early period, 
rests also over its discoverer's place of birth ; 
for in reading all the accounts I have been 
able to gath^ concerning him, although it is 
very probable he was our countryman, yet it 
is not anjTwhere stated so positively as in the 
fcdlowing extract from Eichard Eden's descrip- 
tion of the conversation which was held by 
Galeatius Butrigarius, the pope's legate in 
Spain, with a learned gentleman of Italy, 
Hieronimus Fracastorius, in which may be 
gathered more of the life of Cabot than by any 
other account of him. The marginal notes 
would seem to indicate that the translator 
knew him, and th^ he was then living in 
London at a very advanced age ; for if he was 
thirty when he discovered Newfoundland, he 
must have been eighty-eight in 1555. In the 

* See the work of Francisco Lopez de Gomara, 
^^Historia Universal de las Yndias, y del Naevo 
Mundo." 1552. 
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Biog. Brit., and in Mortimer's Dictionary, it is 
stated that he was born in 1477, which would 
make him only twenty when he achieved a 
name that will last as long as history endures; 
and that he died in 1557, or at eighty years 
of age. Thus he was contemporary with the 
laborious editor of " Travels in the West In- 
dies," and the note is probably true. 

He must have been a man of extraordinary 
powers of mind; for in 1552, when at the 
advanced age of seventy-five, if the latter 
account be correct, we find him projecting the 
plan of the first voyage of the English to 
Russia ; thus laying the foundation of the great 
commerce with the northern regions of Europe, 
and for which service he was made governor 
for life of the first Russian company in Eng- 
land. 

Cabot* was, in fact, equal in many respects 
to Columbus ; and really discovered the prin- 
cipal part of the New World a year before 
Columbus saw the main land. The only mo- 
nument ever erected to his fame that I have 

• In " Carapbell's Lives of the Admirals*' he is said 
to have been the author of a work entitled, '^ Naviga- 
tione nelle Parte Settentrionaie/' printed at Venice, in 
folio. I have never met with it. 
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heard of, or seen, has been an attempt by a 
very ingenious hydrographer, Mr. John Purdy, 
in 1821, whose excellent large four-sheet chart 
map of British North America is called Cabotia 
— a name which, although not so euphonious as 
America or Colombia, is strictly applicable to 
the whole continent from the Frozen Seas to 
the Gulf of Mexico.* 

I shall, in order to shew the changes in our 
language and mode of writing, prefer giving 
the black-letter account above mentioned than 
to modernize it ; the more particularly as it 
was certainly written and printed in the life- 
time of Cabot, and probably read by him. 

It proceeds thus, after detailing a great deal 
of learned discourse about the north-west and 
north-east passage to Cathay : — 

" And here makynge a certayne pause, and 
turnynge hymselfe towards us, he sayde, ' Doo 
yow not understande to this purpose how to 
passe to India toward the north-weste wind, as 

* When all the political and other differences in St. 
John's are softened by time, and the people begin to 
feel that their own consequence does not depend upon 
distinctions of creeds and conditions, it is to be hoped 
that a suitable monument will be erected to the genius 
and enterprise of Sebastian Cabot in that capital. ^ 
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djd of late a citizen of Yeneae, so yaliente a 
man, and so well practysed in all thynges per- 
tajnynge to nauigations and the sci^otce of cos- 
mographie, that at this present he hath not hi& 
lyke in Spayne, ins(Hnuch that for his yertuea 
he is preferred ahoue all other pylottes that 
sayle to the West Indies, who may not passe 
thyther withowte his licence, and is therefore 
canled Piloto Maggiore (that is) the graunde 
pylote. And wh^i wee sayde that wee knewe 
him not, he proceadeth, sayinge, that beinge 
certeyne yeares in the citie of Siuile, and desy- 
roYS to haue sum knowledge of the nauigationi^ 
of the Spanyardes, it was tould hjrm that there 
was in the citie a valient man, a Yenecian 
borne, named Sebastian Cabote, who had the 
charge of those thynges, being an expert man 
in that science, and one that coulde make cardes 
for the sea with his owne hande.* And that 
by this reporte, seekynge his acquaintance, 
he founde hym a very gentell person, who en- 
terteyned him frendly, and shewed hym many 

* <' Sebastian Cabot tould me that he was borne in 
Brystowe, and that at Hii yeare ould he was earried 
with his father to Venise, and so returned ageyne into 
Englande with his father after eerteyne yeeres, whereby 
he was thought to have bin bom in Venice." 
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thjngesy afid amonge o^r a lai^e mi^ipe of 
the worlde, with certeme particular nau%ati(ms 
as well of the Partugaies as of the ^)aii7ardes. 
And that he spake furth^ unto hjni^ to thi$ 
effiscte. When my father departed from Ve 
nese manj yeeres sense, to dwell in Englande, to 
folowe the trade of marchandies, he tooke me 
with him to the citfe of London whyle I was 
Y&rj yonge, yet hauynge neuertheless some 
knowleage of letters of humanitie and of the 
sphere. And when my father dy^, in that 
tyme when newes was brought that Don CSiris- 
topher Colonus^ Genuese, had discovered the 
coastes of India, where(^ was great talke in all 
the courte of kynge Hairy the Seuenth, who 
then reigned : in so much that all men vdth 
great admiration affirmed it to bee a thynge 
more diuine then humane, to sayle by the 
Weste into the East where spices growe, by a 
way that was never known before. By which 
fame and reporte, there increased in my harte a 
great flame of desyre to attempte sum notable 
thynge. And understanding, by reason of the 
sphere, that if I shulde sayle by the waye of the 
north-west winde, I shulde by a shorter tracte 
coome to India, I thereuppon caused the kynge 
to be aduertised of my diuise, who immediately 
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commaunded two carauels to bee fomjshed 
with all thynges apperteynynge to the vyage, 
which was, as farre as I remember, in the 
yeare 1496, in the begynnynge of sommer. 
Begynnynge therfore to saile towarde North- 
weste, not thynkynge to fynde any other lande 
than that of cathat, and from thense to tnme 
towarde India. But after certeine dayes, I 
foonde that the lande ranne towarde the Northe, 
which was to me a great displeasure. ^N^ever- 
thelesse, saylinge along by the coast, to see if I 
could fynde any goulfe that turned, I founde 
the lande styll continent to the 56 degree vnder 
owre pole.* And seing that there the coast 
turned towarde the East, dispayringe to fynd 
the passage, I turned backe ageyne, and sayled 
downe by the coast of that lande towarde the 
Equinoctiall (euer with intent to fynde the 
sayde passage to India), and came to that 
parte of this firme land which is nowe cauled 
FLORIDA. Where, my vyttayles fayling, I de- 
parted from thense, and returned into England, 
where I founde great tumultes amonge the 
people, and preparaunce for warres in Scot- 

* If he went so high as above 56, he must have 
made the land near Hudson's Bay first. 
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lande: by reason whereof, there was no more 
consideration had to this vyage : wheruppon I 
wente into Spayne to the Catholyke kynge^ 
and queene Elizabeth: who being aduertized 
what I had doone, interteyned me, and at theyr 
charges furnysdied certeyne shyppes where- 
with they caused me to sayle to discouer the 
coastes of Brasile, where I founde an excead- 
ynge great and large ryuer, named at this 
present Rio de la Plata (that is) the ryuer of 
syluer^* into the which I sayled, and followed 
it into the firme lande more than syxe hun- 
drethe leagues, fyndynge it euery where verye 
fayre and inhabited with infinite people, which 
with admyration came runnynge dayly to oure 
shyppes. Into this ryuer, runne so many other 
riuers, that it is in maner incredible: after 
this, I made many other vyages which I now 
pretermitte. And nowe wexynge owlde, I 
gyue my selfe to reste from such trauayles by- 
cause there are nowe luany younge and lusty 
pylotesand mariners of good experience, by 
whose forwardnesse I doo rejoyse in tihe frutes 

* << Cabot told me that in a region of this ryuer he 
sowed 1 graynes of wheate in September, and gathered 
thereof 1 thousand in December, as wryteth also Fran* 
Cisco Lopez." 

VOL. I. D 
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ef my labours, and rot mA the charge of this 
office aa yowe see. And this is as much as I 
haye tmderstoode'of master Sebastian Cabote, 
as I bane gathered ante of djuars naoigaticMis 
wrytteik in the Itatian tocmge." 

It is a very nn^ortnnate eireomstance that 
<ftHj snch dii^ointed contemporary reoc^s of 
Cabot^s navigation, of which the above sped- 
men is periiaps the best, shonld have bees 
hitherto discovered. 

Haddayt is not much more satisfactory; 
Howe and Grafton assert that he was a Geaioese, 
and other creditable authors are eqnaUy de- 
cided B8 to Bristol having been his birthplace* 
It appears that his father first attracted 
Henry YII/s notice during some negotiaticms 
with the Banidb kii^, by which the port of 
Bristol was mnch benefited; that Sebastian 
was eaiefiilly instamoted for a seafarii^ life 
from his earliest yoaA; and that he had 
made several vc^agies before his sev^iteenth 
year. According to Hadduytand oth^ authors, 
his first great voyage was the one we have 
been treating of, and the discrepancy in the 
accoimts of the number of vessels employed 
may ai?iae from only two of the ships being of 
any size, the other four having been m^re small 
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merchants who were interested in one of the 
larger Y^»els, which was got ready at Bristol 
at the king's expense, and frei^ted by Lon* 
doners. These four harks were appointed to 
attend her, and were laden witii coarse doths, 
caps, kee-points, and trinkets. 

It is averred that there existe a manascript 
cakndar of Bristol, wherein the year 1499 is 
stated to he that of the voyage, and that 
Sebastian then aocconpanied his father, John 
CSabot, They steered to the north-west, in 
the hopes of reaching India by a shorter 
rofote th^Q that taken by Columbns, and to 
find the coast of China or Cathay, of which 
Marco Polo had given such Battling accounts. 
After sailing for some weeks on the same 
course, they discovert Newfoundland, and 
some accounts state that the course was due 
west, in the parallel of Bristol. 

The mode by which the day of the disco- 
very has been fixed was as follows : from a 
map, engraved by Clement Adams and drawn 
by Sebastian Cabot, which was deposited in 
the Privy GaDery at Whitehall, It had a por- 
trait of the author, under which was the 
following inseripticm, ^^ Effigies Seb. Caboti, 
1)2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



36 HISTOST TO THE EBA OF POSSESSION 

Angli Filii Jo. Caboti, Venetiani, Militis 
Aurati," etc. 

On this map was a narrative of the dis- 
covery, in Latin, which is given in Hackluyt, 
vol. iii. p. 27, and thus translated by him:-^ 

"In the yeere of our Lord 1497, John 
Cabot, a Venetian, and his son Sebastian, 
with an English fleet, set out from Bristol, 
and discovered that land which no man before 
that time had attempted, on the 24th of June, 
about five of the clocke, early in the morning. 
This land he called PrimtJtvista — that is to 
say, first scene, because, as I suppose, it was 
that part whereof they had the first sight from 
sea. That Island which lieth out before the 
land, he called of St. John, upon this occasion, 
as I thinke, because it was discovered upon 
the day of John the Baptist. The inhabitants 
of this island used to weare beasts' skinnes, 
and have them in as great estimation as we 
have our finest garments. In their warres 
they use bowes, arrowes, pikes, darts, woodden 
clubs, and slings. The soil is barren in some 
places, and yeeldeth little fruit, but it is full 
of white bears and stagges, far greater than 
ours. It yeildeth plenty of fish, and those 
very great, as scales, and those which we 
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commonly call salmons : there are soles* also 
above a yard in length, but especially there is 
a great abundance of that kind of fish which 
the savages call baccalaos (cod-fish.) In tiie 
same island also there breed hanks, but they 
are so bla^^ke that they are very like to rauens, 
as also their partridges and eagles, which are 
in like sort blacke,"t 

Cabot brought away three of the natives, 
and then piroceeded westward until he made 
the coast (^ Nova Scotia, and sailed along the 
Atlantic shore of the continent, as it is affirmed, 
from the 56th to the 38th degree of latitude, 

* It has be^n conjectured by some, that Cabot must 
have meant Labrador as the place of his discovery, 
because there are po wjiite bears in Newfoundland. 
This, I apprehend, is false reasoning. There is a place 
even on the south coast called White Bear Bay ; and 
it is quite probable that the Polar bear has, like the 
walrus or sea-horse, been driven from Newfoundland 
by the increasing fisheries. With respect to soles, 
Cabot must have meant flat fish, which some of the 
coasts of Labrador and Newfoundland are abundantly 
supplied with. I never saw a sole on the coast of 
British America but once, and thftt a very young one, 
taken out of the belly of a codfish, in the Bay of 
Chaleors. 

t The partridge of Newfoundland is a ptarmigan ; 
dark brown in summer, and white and brown in winter. 
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er trtmL tibe eomt near Hiufaoni'g Baj to fl»« 
rida. 

There ap|»ean Bwcfa dison^uicf in tins 
ttUTfltiye; aad indeed the Ydude aocoont of 
Cabot's diflcoTery gimen by Haddu jt, who pub- 
liflhed his cdebrated oollectian of voyages and 
travels in IBSQj or thirty^two years after the 
death of Sebastian Cabot, is not near so con- 
dusive as that given by Richard £d^. Fa- 
ImjOiS Chronicle, from Wdk Haddnyt derived 
the chief of his in£Mrmati<Mi, gives a very ccm- 
cise description of ihe voyage, and mssatixms 
the three savages as having been brought fr<xa 
a part of the Indies, and presented to Henry 
¥11., in the fourteenth year of his reign, or 

The map we have mentioned would,, perhaps, 
tf a copy of it exists, settle the question whe- 
tiker it was Labrador ofr Newfoundland which 
Cabot first saw. If he made the land in 56* 
north latitude,! it must have been Labradt^^ 
but then there is no o<msiden^le inland on tibat 
portion of i1» coast. If he really sailed in the 
parallel of Bristol it must jbave been New- 

♦ Vide Hackluyt, folio of 1598, page 515. 
f If tlie degrees of longitude were meant, it urovld 
be nearer the mwik from Ferro. 
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fbundknoL Tlie ice in Julj is no oncommoii 
occurrence on its eastern shinreS) as, durii^ a 
Tojrage from iinglaQii ia 1840, 1 saw an ice- 
berg or two n^ir tiie idand of Baccalao, at tlie 
Bumtli of Conception Bay, as late as iht last 
week in Jnly, and ibej frequently remain 
all iheaummer in the Straits oi Bdleisle. He 
may, however, hare reached 56^, and haye 
merely seen the land, whence, being ddyen 
southward, his first real discoyery and inter- 
Tiew with the natives took place, as I believe, 
at Baccalao Island, which is in iS"" 12', and 
just where the coast is most prominently east. 
So that probably Cabot ascertained that New- 
fioundl^md was an island by dxierving the bald- 
ing of the land, from the Straits of BeUeisie to 
the shores of the great mouth of the Gulf (£ 
St. Lawrence. 

He returned with a cargo to England whidi 
must have been procured in Newfoundland^ 
and consisted possibly of peltries, for there is 
no account of his landing on any part of the 
shores of the Atiantdc coast of Nova Scotia or of 
tJie United States, or of his having attempted 
either to make a conquest or a setti^nent. 

It has been said by authors &vourab]e to 
the idea that Sebastian Cabot was the disco- 
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verer of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, that he 
landed at St. John's, or Prince Edward's Is- 
land; — ^but that notion appears highly impro- 
bable ; whilst it is averred that he made several 
subsequent voyages to this portion of America; 
No evidences to this effect have, however, 
been adduced, and that of Kichard Eden to the 
contrary appears conclusive. 

In short, for the twenty years after the disco- 
very of Newfoundland, all correct traces of 
Sebastian Cabot's history are lost. We hear 
no more of him in contemporary writers until 
1516, audit is highly probable that the cau- 
tious temper of Henry VII. prevented the prb- 
secution of northern voyages, and the search 
after the Meta Incognita, in consequence of 
Cabot's exploit proving so unproductive and 
dangerous. In 1516, when Sir Thomas Pert 
was Vice- Admiral of England, an expedition 
for the discovery of a southern passage, under 
the guidance of Sebastian Cabot, was fitted 
out. He steered for Brazil, but failing in the 
attempt, went to Hispaniola and Puerto Bico* 
Disappointment and chagrin, it is con- 
jectured, caused him to leave England, and 
to enter into the ^rvice of Spain, where nau- 
tical merit was then better rewarded. Accord- 
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ingly we find that Herrera, the best and most 
correct Spanish historian of the Indies, states 
that he was received according to his acquired 
fame, and mode piloto mat/or^ or principal 
pilot of the kingdom. I have searched Her- 
rera's ponderous wwk, in four folio volumes, in 
vain, to find an account of the previous 
path by which Cabot was so distinguished; 
and it is only in the first that anything 
is said about it,* where 'Herrera afibrds the 

♦ The following is all Herrera says : — " Porque 
aunque muchos navegaron ^zia el Norte costeando 
los Baccalaos, y tierra del Labrador, como mostrasa 
aquelia parte poco rigaeza, no uvo memoria dellos, ni 
aun de otros, que fu6ron por la parte de Paria, salvo 
los que se han referido : los que por la parte del Norte 
descubrieron, fu^ron Gaspar Cortereal Cavallero Por- 
tugu^s> y un hermano suyo, el ano de 1500 con dos 
caravelas, y no hizo mas que dexar su nombre a las 
Islas que estan a la boca del golfo quadrado en mas de 
50 grados, truxo 60 horobres de aquelia tiexra, y vino 
espantado de las muchas nieves, y heladas de la mar, y 
al fin bolvieron los dos hermanos a navegar, y se per- 
dieron. Tambien fucron a esta tierra genies de Nor- 
vega eon el piloto Juan Seduco, y Sebastian Gaboto 
fu^ por orden del Rey Enrique VII. de Ingalaterra, 
con dos navios, porque tambien procurava la contra- 
tacion de la especeria, otros dizen que armo a su costa, 
y que iva por saber que tierras eran las Indias, y para 
poblar. Elevo 300 hombres, y caminaro la buelta de 
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NMons whj tbe Catiliolic Sj^ einplojed 
Amerigo VeBpnoci, which was in oonsequenoe 
of ibe Fortaguese aad other nations being 
wcHrAj ^n^^yed upon the great' qnfis- 
ti<m ik the unimown passage to the S^iee 
IslandB and Cathay* This document scaicdjr 
needs translating, as it is a mere recapitn- 
lation of that which has been already ad- 
vanced; but diort as it is, it strongly assbte 
in the conjecture that Cabot really discorerei 
Newfoundland instead of Labrador, and that 
he was turned back from the north by the 
ice and cold. 

Herrera, however, enters much more at 
length in his second volume upon the fixture 
career of Cabot, who we find assisting at the 
great council between the Spaniards and Por- 

islandia sobre el cabo del Labrador, basta ponene en 
6d grades, y porque por el mes de Julio avia grandes 
hielos, J baza macbo frio, no ozo passar mas adelante, 
dixo que los dios eran graodissimosy y casi sin noehe» 
y las nocbes muy daras, por esta fualdad dio la budla 
luEia Pontentey y rebaziesdose en los Baccalaos, corrio 
la costa basta 38 grados y de alii se bolvio a logala- 
terra, y este Uevo mas soticia destas partes que ningun 
otro. Bretones y gentes de Dinamarca ba ido tarn* 
bien k los Baccalaos y Jacques Cartiei, Franoesy fu^ 
dos rezes con tres galdones/' Book I. cbap. xyi. 
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taguese caDicenung tbe respective rigkts of 
tfaaee natioBs in ti»e newly-discoyered n^^ms, 
as grand pilot; an offipe which gave him ilie 
controiliiig adlvice of the amnenms Spanish 
voyages of diseovi^ then projecting or ntakiagi 
and which led to his own second attempt t» 
pwetoate to the Pacific by the sonth. We 
find him then, in 1524^ at the head of all tiiue 
gi«at navigators of the day aflsembled in eofir 
dave, his name bdog placed ^cst in the lirt 
c£ cosmogra^bas and navigators, ^' men ca- 
pable <^ mating sea charts, and expert in ti» 
globes, maps, astrolobes, and like cfmvenieat 
iastraments/'* 

In 1525,t we fiod him solicited by several 
of the leading merchants of Seville to under- 
take the attraipt to penetrate to India by the 
Straits of liagellaa, and visit tihie Spice 
Uaods, as well as to discover " Tharsis, 
Ophir, Oriental Calhay, and Cipango/' and 
to load his vessels with *' gold, silver, preciom 
rtMies, pearls, drags, siMcea, mlks, brocades, 
and other valuable things/' 

Cabot met witii the tBfficulties attendant 

* Herrera^ Deeada Teroerm, page 1S9. Book VL 
t Vide Decada Tercera, Ubn> IX. eap. nu fol. 218. 
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upon all fcnreigners who presumed to hare more 
knowledge than the native Spaniards, and 
which Colnmbos had- so largely experi^iced ; 
and when he had sailed at length, in the be- 
ginning of April, 1525, after encountering 
this storm of human passions, he touched at 
the Canaries, the Gape Yerds, and at last 
reached Cape St. Augustine, and the Isle of 
Patos, and all Saints' Bay. Herrera observes 
here, that Sebastian Cabot did not conduct 
himself in this voyage as a seaman of erpe* 
rience,* or even as a thorough sea captain, for 
they wanted a sufficiency of provision and 
good government. Thus, in a state of deairth 
and mutiny, he worked up the Kio de la Plata, 
discovered the Island of St. Gabriel, where he 
anchored, and proceeded in boats for three 
leagues up a large river, which he named 
St. Salvador. Here he brought his vessels to, 
and unloaded them, built a fort, and pro- 
ceeded to trace the stream. 

At this place he remained after various 

* Herrera states, in the Index, that he was a better 
cosmographer than seaman ; but we have only to refer 
to the harassing life Columbus led with his Spanish 
employers and servants, to believe that poor Cabot was 
the victim of Spanish pride and jealousy. 
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unhappy adventures, for five years; at the 
expiration of which term he embarked in his 
largest vessel with the remainder of his men 
and his property, and returned in her to Spain, 
in 1531. He lost many of his companions 
in combats with the Indians, and built another 
fort on the river Larcarana, which was called 
^' La Fortaleza Goboto, or Santespiritu." 
. Cabot arrived, in the spring of 1631, at the 
Spanish court, where he was not well received, 
as his severity towards the mutineers during 
his voyage had made him many enemies, from 
the same causes which Columbus experienced, 
who fell under the pride and envy of the 
Spaniards. He remained, however, as pilot- 
major, and continued in the Spanish service 
until the close of the reign of Henry VHI.; 
for, in the beginning of that of Edward VI. ^ 
he was patronised by the Duke of Somerset, 
and presented by that nobleman to the king.* 
In Hackluyt, is " A Copie of the Letters 
Patent of King Edward VI. to Sebastian Ca- 
bota, constituting him Grand Pilot of England, 
and graunting him an Annuitie, or yeerly 
fievenue, of One Hundred Threescore and Six 

* Strype, Memorials^ vol. ii. 
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Poundi, thirteexi SMUings, and four Fence. 
Witness, the King, at Westminster, 6th Jan- 
nary, in the second Yeere of onr Reign, 1549.'* 
And in this year, abo, it is stated that the Em- 
peror Charles I. requested Edward to send him 
to Spain again, as he was required there in his 
capacity of grand pilot, and could not be of 
much service to the English, who had not 
much recourse to, or possessions in, the Indies. 

Edward appeared, howeyer, to know his 
own interests, and Cabot his own value better, 
for he remained in high &vour with the 
English monarch, and was his chief adviser 
in all mercantile and marine affairs, par- 
ticularly in the very important matters with 
the merchants of the steelyard in 1550, who 
were foreigners settled in England, and so 
called, from steel being imported by them* 

Cabot, who was now at the head of a bo<fy 
of merchant adventurers for the discovery 
of unknown regions, memorialized the king 
against the great privileges which had been 
granted to these strangers, and after a patient 
hearing before the Privy Council, obtained a 
decree, setting aside their pretension to be a 
legal corporation. 
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In 1553, we find him issuii^* ^' wdmances, 
instnieti(xas and adycartis^odentSy of and for 
the direetion cf the intendad rc^age for 
Cathaye, cc^mpOed, made and deliTeted by 
the right wone^pAil M. Sebastiaa Cabota^ 
Esq., Govemor of the Mystery and CSompaay 
of the Merehants Adveatnrers, for the Dis- 
covery of B^kms, Domlmoiis, IsUtnds, and 
places uBknown, the 9th of May, in the year 
of aor Lord, 1553, 7th Edward VL'^ 

Cabot had now tnrned his attcaiticm to the 
discovery of a passage to China, by the north 
east, and hence, the voyage of Bichard Chan- 
cellor, which is thus alluded to in Eden's 
curious black letter book (quoted already) 
ui^er the head of-^ 

^' A discourse of dyuers vyages and wayes, 
by the whiche spices, precious stones, and 
golde, were brought in owlde time from India 

* Hackluyt^ folio 1589, page 1259 ; and in the same 
work, at page 253, we hare the letter of Edward VI. 
to foreign potentates on the sul^t : -—^ Exemplar 
^pistoke sen litterarum miMivariim quas iUintriisimtts 
princips Edvardus ejus nominis sextus^ mitit ad prin- 
cipes septentrionalem ac orientalem mundi plagam 
inhabitantesjuxta mare glaciale necnonlndiam Orien- 
talem. Anno Domini 1553, regnl suo septimo et 
ultimo." 
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into Europe, and other parte of the worlde ; 
also, of the yjage to Gathat, and East India, 
by the north sea; and of certayne seacretes 
touchynge the same vyage, declared by the 
Duke of Moscouie, his ambassadoure to an 
excellent lemed gentleman of Italie, named, 
Galeatius Butrigarius. Lykewyse of the 
yyages of that woorthy owlde man, Sebastiane 
Cabote, yet liuyinge in England, and at this 
present, the governor of the coompany of the 
marchantes of Cathay, in the citie of Lon- 
don.* 

" And whereas, I haue before made men- 
tion howe Moscouia was in owr tyme dis- 
couered by Bichard Chancellor, in his viage 
toward Cathai, by the direction and informa* 
tion of the sayde master Sebastian, who longe 
before had this secreate in his mynde. I 
shall not neede here to describe that viage,. 
forasmuche as the same is largely and fayth- 
fully written in the Laten tonge, by that 
lemed yonge man, Clement Adams, scole- 
mayster to the Queene's henshemen, as he re • 
ceaued it at the mouthe of the sayde Bichard 
Chanceler." 

* Edition, in black letter, of 1555. 
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The advice and opinions of Cabot, sup- 
ported as they were by an enthusiastic de- 
termination to make his name famous to 
posterity, as the projector of the discovery of 
the long sought, and yet unknown passage, 
induced many persons of rank, wealth, and 
influence, to associate themselves, as the Com- 
pany of Merchants Adventurers, above alluded 
to; and they finally obtained a Charter of in- 
corporation from the king, with Cabot as 
governor for life. 

In Hackluyt, the instructions issued by the 
governor, of which we have given tike outline, 
are preserved at length, and it is said, they 
were read once a week to the crews of the 
three vessels which sailed soon afterwards. 
For his services, he was granted a pension of 
two hundred pounds a year, — a large sum in 
those days ; and although many discrepancies 
exist in the history of the times, as to the 
facts of the first voyage, yet there remains no 
doubt that the one undertaken by Sir Hugh 
Willoughby resulted in the trade to Arch- 
angel, since extended so beneficially for the 
British empire. 

It is not to our present purpose to examine 
the nature of the explorations in the North- 

VOL. L E 
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EarterA Icy Seas, which were 80 disasiaxms to the 
early naTigaton, and which, moroover, may be 
loimd in aeveral oolleetioiis of Britiah Toyages* 

The Boasiaa Ooopaay and its affairsy ea- 
groaaed a large portioa of the time and 
patience of its originator, Cabot; of whom, 
howey^i for want of contemporary biognq^y, 
we gather but little more tiian that he went 
on, increaaing in reputation and hcnonr, to a 
("oodold age. 

An anecdote occurs in Hackluyt, nnder tiie 
description of Stephen Bmronghs's journal, 
which 18 worthy of record here, as derebping 
the character of the man, and ^ewiu^, that 
like his ri^al Golinnbns, the increase of age 
and infirmitiea neither daunted his spirit, nor 
dimmed his visions oi navai glory. ^^ On the 
26th of April 1556, when he was seventy- 
six years of age, he went on board the Search- 
Thrift, a small vessel, lying at Gravesend, 
boand to Bussia, and bestowed upon the crew, 
right liberal reward, and dealt out alms to 
the poor of the place, beseeching their prayars 
for the prosperity of the undertaldng." 

Here he gave also an entertainment, at the 
sign of tlie St. Christ(^a*, and " for very joy 
he had to see the forwardness of our intended 
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dkcoveay,** observes Bmroughs, "te entared 
into the daaice himself/' 

His patent was renewed shortly before his 
death, whk^ it is believed, occurred in 1557, 
or one yau* subsequently, at the age ^ seventy- 
sev^m. 

Cabot observed the variation of the com- 
pai^, as well as Columbus, but the prior claim 
of that great discovery, we firmly believe, 
rests with the latter. 

The 24:th day of June is still kept in New* 
foundland, as the epoch of its discovery by 
Sebastian Cabot; and will, no doubt, hold a 
prominent place in the future processions and 
proceedings of the Natives' Society, esta- 
blished at St. John's, in 1840 ; and to the 
care, therefore, of that society w-e must now 
leave the future fame and recollection of one 
of the greatest navigators of England. 

Most of the subsequent discoveries in, and 
voyages to, Newfoundland, are involved in some 
obscurity, and it is thus only requisite to trace 
some of the most interesting in tliis historic^ 
summary. 

The voyages of Cortereal and Verrazani fur- 
nish very little light upon l^e subject. 
e2 
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Emmanuel of Portugal, in the year 1500, 
granted a general licence to Caspar de Corte- 
real, to discover Baccaiaos, which Cabot had 
coasted three years before. He visited, disco- 
vered, and named Conception Bay, and sailed 
along the shores of Baccalaos, as the coast of 
Northern America was then called. A short 
account is given by Francisco Lopez de Go- 
mara, of his proceedings. 

Osorio also gives another version. Caspar 
perished in a second attempt, and his brother 
Michael, who endeavoured to trace his fate, in 
1501, shared the same unhappy destiny; but 
in 1502, the Portuguese established the first 
regular fishery on these shores, and were fol- 
lowed by the Biscayans and the French. Con- 
ception Bay, Portugal Cove, etc., bear in their 
names evidences of these early enterprises of 
the Portuguese. 

The voyage of Verrazani in 1523, on which 
the French laid their claim to Cape Breton, is 
equally vague; but in 1517 foreign nations 
took advantage of Cabot's discovery of the 
wealth of the ocean in these regions, and it is 
said that forty sail of Portuguese, French, 
and Spaniards were then engaged in the cod 
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fishery.* This roused the attention of Eng- 
land, and in the latter part of the reign of 
Henry VIII., feeble attempts appear to have 
been made at colonization. 

In Hackluyt, the great source of informatioil 
on these early English voyages, we find " An 
account of the voyage of two ships, whereof 
the one was called the * Dominus Vobiscum,* 
set out on the 20th of May, in the year of our 
Lord 1527, for the discovery of the north parts^ 
of Newfoundland and Cape Britton." And ia 
" Purchas," vol. iii., page 809, is copied from the 
samesources, aletter to King Henry, intheHaven 
of St. John, in Newfoundland, by John Ruty 
master of a ship, sent thither, and employed 
in fishing, 3rd August 1527 ;" probably the 
first authentic record of the present capital of 
the island. 

In 1534, the celebrated navigator, Jacques. 
Gartier, was entrusted, at the recommendation 
of Chabot, Admiral of France, with a conmiission^ 
to discover and colonize the northern parts of 

* Hackluyty vol. iii. p. 499. M'Pherson's Aonals of 
Commerce, 4 vols. 410, Edioburgh, 1806, vol. ii. p. 51: 
Memoir of Sebastian Cabot, pp. 52, 55. Polar Seas 
and Regions, p. 190. Cabinet Library, British Ame-^ 
rica, 2nd vol. Edinburgh, 1839. 
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the Hew World. He arriyed, with two smaH 
TeaBek of ahont twenty tons each, at Newfomid- 
had on the lOth of May l&34,and touched at 
or near Cape Bonavista^ thence fHroeeedisgalong 
the eastern and soathem eoi48t of Hut island 
nntil he entered the Golf of St. Lawrence, and 
&coTered first the Bird Islets^ then the Bay ef 
Ghaleor, which had been, however, previoasJh^ 
Tifiited by the ^aniards, and affcer expkring 
mneh of the great golf he returned to France, 
and jHTobably fancying that he had at teigth 
found the Meta Incognita, sailed on ti^ follow- 
ing year and discoT^red Anticosti, Canada^ and 
the St. Lawrence as far as Montreal. 

Attempts were now seriously made by Eng-» 
land to colonize Newfoundland, and in 1536, 
HI the twcQDty-eighth year of Henxy ¥III.'s 
reign, " Master Bobert Hore and divers othor 
gentlemen'* went for Newfoondland nmd Cape 
Breton. Here and his companions suffered 
such grwt privatioK and fatigue that they 
fiutel in tineir de^gn,"* after being nearfy 

* Haddirjrt, tA iii. p* 129, 704, and Campbeirs 
Liveft oC the Adminh, ¥01. i. p. 329. Henry VIIL, 
moveci at the Buiteries emtttred by tiiese adv^oiuren^ 
paeified the Freneli eUuB for iademiiity by paying for' 
the seized vessel, and pmaotiog aeverat who returoed 
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starved to death, from which fate they were 
c»ly relieired by seizing a French vessel laden 
with provisions. The French were more alive 
to the importance of the country in conse- 
quence of its proximity to Canada, and there- 
fore, in January 1 540^ Francois de la Roque, 
Seigneur de Roberval, obtained a patent fit)m 
Francis L, constituting him Lord of Norimhe- 
qna, or of nearly all the North American coasts, 
Viceroy and Lieut.-General of Canada, Hoche- 
laga, Montreal 5 the Sagnenayj Terre Neuve, or 
Newfoundland ; Belle Isle, Carpon, now Quir- 
pon, an island near Cape St, John ; Labrador, 
the Bay of Chaleur, and Baccalao, the island 
and coast near and South of Bonavista. 

This appointment, which so markedly in- 
chides the iosigmficant islet, or Bird Bock of 
Baccalao, tends unexpectedly to confirm the 
opinion that Cabot actually first discovered 
land at that pointy or Bonavista. 

Bob^val sailed early in the summer of 

from the voyage, which was made in the Trinity of 
140 tonS) and the MiDlon of Jess burden ; there were ia 
alt one huisdred and twenty persona inteat on discovery 
io Kewfoundland, hut their provision a failed. Hade- 
Ittyt had the particulars afterwards, from Mr. Butts, 
who was the only surviving person. 
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1540, with five ships, Jacques Cartier being 
his admiral, or chief commander. Some at- 
tempts were made to colonize and to examine 
Cape Breton, Newfoundland, and Labrador, 
but without much success, and the fact 
of the second being an island still remained 
unknown, and the subsequent Tojage of So- 
berval upon an enlarged scale was so disas- 
trous that the fate of this expedition has never 
been traced to this day. 

We find, however, that the fishery on the 
banks of Newfoundland was at this early 
period (1540)* vigorously pursued; for in 
Hackluyt, p. 521, there is given an extract 
of " An Act against the exaction of Money, or 
any other thing, by any officer, for licence to 
Traffique in Ireland or Newfoundland, temp. 
An. 2 Edwardi sexti," and, in 1533, Cabot was 
urging the discovery of the northern passage 
to Cathay. 

In 1576, Frobisher was driven by the ice to 
Newfoundland. Some of the natives came on 
board his ship, but sending them ashore in a 
boat with five sailors, neither the boat nor 

* In 1540, the English first steadily pursued the 
Newfoundland fisheries, from the ports of London, 
Bristol, Biddeford, and Barnstaple chiefly. 
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men were ever seen again. He seized one of 
the Indians and took bim to England, where 
he died soon afterwards. 

In 1578, some new light appears to break 
upon the history of the island; for in Hack- 
luyt, p. 674, we find a letter written to him 
by M. Antonie Parkhurst, gentleman, contain- 
ing a report of the true state and commodities 
of Newfoundland. England had then fifty ships 
engaged in the fishery, and began seriously to 
consider the necessity of taking possession of 
the country, as in four years the vessels had 
increased from thirty to the above number; 
but England was still unable to contend with 
France and Spain, both those nations having 
each at least 150 sail, whilst the Portuguese 
had 50. 

Piratical adventurers were also rife, and to 
such an extent did they carry their daring, 
that one named Easton commanded ten vessels 
of war, and soon afterwards levied black mail 
upon all engaged in the fisheries, impressed a 
hundred sailors for his fleet, and made his 
rendezvous at Ferryland. 

We next find " Copies of the Letters in 
Latin and English, to the worshipfuU Master 
Richard Hackluyt, at Oxford, in Christ Church, 
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Master of Arts^ dated in Newfeimdiand, at 
St. John's Fort, the sixt of Almost, 158^, 
giving an Account of that Idaod, and the Let- 
ters patent grannted hj Her Mi^esde to Sir 
Hnmfrey Gilbert, of Compton, in the Coontie 
of DeY0% £night» for inhabiting and planting 
oi onr People in America. Witnesse ourself, 
at Westminster, the zi day of June, the 30tb 
jeaie of onr Beigne, 1579*" 

This patent gave rise to the expeditioB 
^hich followed it, and accordingly Haeklnyt 
then gives ^ A True aceoimt of the late IH»- 
coverieSy and possession taken in the right of 
the Crowne of England, of the New-fonnd- 
land,* by tiaiat valiant and worthy gentlansutir 
Sir Hnmfrey Gi&ert, Eat., wherdni is also 
briefly set downe her Highness a lawful Tifle 
thereanto, and the great and manifold commo- 
dities, etc Written by Sir George PechaiOy 
St^ the chief adventurer and furtherer of the 
said voyi^ to Newfonndland, i.n. ISSS, 25th 
Elizabeth." 

This was the dawn at the fhtoreimportaiiee 
of the colony, and amongst the brilliant names 
engaged in fitting ont the expedition under 

•Hackliijt,p.7I8« 
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the auspices of tibe nmiden queen, shmes Ibrtfa 
Walter Saleigh, who undertook to establidr 
settlements on all the coasts oyer which she 
claimed jnrisdietion in the new world, from 
the discoraries of Cabot. 

Elizabeth heaped dignities and yiceregal 
powers upon^ Baleigh and GQbert, and a 
prohibition was laid ako upon any other 
adyentnrer^ all being commanded not to ap- 
poroach^ without the permissicm o£ Gilbert, 
within 200 leagues of any settlement he might 
fi>rm dnring the saticceeding i^ years. He 
was created viceroy, admird, and sole judge, . 
the erown reserving only a filth part of all ^le 
]»pecious metals to be discov^ed. 

Their first attempt was marred by jealousies 
of the inferior adventurers, and a misfortune 
whidi, thou^ carefuHy kept out of sight in 
tibeir annals, is belkved to have arisen firom 
an engagement at sea with a ^mnisb squadron, 
1^ which they lost chm laj^e vessel,* with Cap- 
tain Morgan, an officer of great merit. 

The fleet returned to England, and for son^ 
time inactivity prevailed again, Sir Walter Ea- 

* See the Life of 1^ Walter R&leigb. London, 
8?o. 1740. 
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leigh being engaged in the Irish wars. Finding, 
however, that the term of the patent, which 
was for six years only, was shortening, lie 
built a strong ship, named it after himself, and 
with his brother-in-law, Sir Humphrey Gilbert, 
fitted out a new fleet, consisting of five vessels, 
of which the Saleigh was the largest, and even 
that not more than 200 tons burthen. 

Sir Walter was now vice-admiral under Gil- 
bert, and sailed from Plymouth on the 11th of 
June, 1583. Raleigh was, however, to be 
spared from the fatal termination of this 
voyage, for soon after leaving Europe, a con- 
tagious disorder appeared on board the vessel 
he sailed in, which obliged him to return in 
great distress to Plymouth. 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert arrived at St. John's, 
in Newfoundland, in the beginning of August, 
in the Delight, of 120 tons, having with him 
the Golden Hind, of 50 tons; the Swallow, 
also of 50 tons; and the Squirrel, a little 
barque of only 10 tons burthen, which sepa- 
rated from the fleet in a fog on the 20th of 
July. 

In this squadron, feeble as it was, were 260 
adventurers, amongst whom were some pirates, 
who had been condemned to service in the fleet, 
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and who were the cause of much after trouble. 
He enlisted also masons, carpenters, and bla<)k- 
smiths, musicians, morris-dancers, hobby-horses, 
and every description of persons whose vocations 
were useftd, or likely to attract the savages* 

He made the coast on the 30th of July, and 
such was the extent of verdure at that season, 
adorned as the rocks were with berry^bearing 
plants and flowers, and well covered with forest, 
that the crews were delighted with their pros- 
pects. But Parmenius, the learned correspon- 
dent of Hackluyt, did not much approve of this 
wildness of nature, for he observes, " My good 
Hackluyt^ of the manner of this countrey 
what shall I sat/j when I see nothing but a 
very wildernesse'^ 

The Swallow soon joined them, and her crew, 
chiefly composed of pirates, had, in the mean 
time, plundered a French vessel on the banks, 
stripped the crew of their clothing, end tor- 
tured them. Several of these miscreants were 
drowned, in returning in a small boat to their 
ship, and the others soon after met a de- 
served fate. 

On the 6th of August, 1583, Sir Humphrey 
Gilbert took formal possession of Newfound- 
land, in the name of his sovereign mistress, and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



62 HiSTOET TO rmi m or BOiSESSiON 

reodyed the acknowledsed obedience of ti>e 
orews of tliirtj-eiz lUps of different natiMus, of 
which sixteen mtre Ei^lish, in tibe harbcNir of 
St John. 

Bare we first meet with tiie laws, by wliidh 
the fishery was for m long time afterwards go- 
yemed and regulated. 

Sir Humphrey issned an ordinance prodaim- 
in^ ttmt a circnit of two fanndred leagues 
around &L John's in eyery drnecti(m, was li^d 
by him in yirbie of the powers inyested in 
him, and demanded from all the sb^angers a 
formal presmtation of wood and water, in 
tokea of possession lor himself, his heirs, and 
assigns for oyer. 

The English laws, constitution, and church 
goyemment were established, whilst it was 
made p^ial for anybody to attempt anything 
prejudidal to the newly aaiuii:^ dominion; 
and, amongrt oHiesr enactm^its, it was de- 
clared, that any pers<m uttering words ^^to 
tilie didi(mour of her majesty'' should lose his 
ears. The viceroy also levied contributions 
on all the fishing vessels, which were complied 
with the more readily as the discovery ships 
were wdl armed, and the others were not. 

Sir Humphrey had, however, a most trouble- 
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&ofB» tadc £leir^ial of ius people, disgosted 
with the ccmnlay and &b prospect of winter- 
ing tliere, deserted in idl difectiom, seizing 
the fishing vessels, and turning their erews 
ash(»^ aad eren iaid a plot to seize i^ whole 
fleet. 

The Squirrd haTing made another port of 
the nei^bourmg coasefc, and the sick haTing 
hecome nnmerons, liie admiral smt home the 
Swidlow, in which he emfaiu*ked all those wha 
were suffering from dbseaaie, aaid withoirt 
taHog anj furtiier st^s towards colonizing 
Newfouix»iland, stuled oa the 20th August^ 
steering for Sable Idand, which had been ap- 
pointed as a rendezvous, very unpropitiouslj. 

Ignorant of the dai^ers of the navigation^ 
afier leaving Gape Race, and meeting stormy 
weather on the 29th, the Delight struck on a 
Acml and be^une a wreck; and for dx days, 
sixteen of the €rew were tempest-tossed in a. 
little boat, and liie remainder, rising to quit 
their vessel, doubtless perished in her. This 
boat, without wat^ (»: provision, made the 
coast of Newfoundland again; and the crew, 
after living on berries in the woods, were 
taken to Passages, in Spain, by a Biscayan 
fisherman. 
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Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who had been survey- 
ing the coast in the little Squirrel, soon learned 
his mishap, from those of the Delight who had 
escaped. 

He now made preparations for crossing the 
ocean, and was urged to quit the nut-shell in 
which he had embarked, and go on board the 
Oolden Hind. His reply is characteristic of 
the brother-in-law of Ealeigh — "I will not 
forsake my little company, with whom I have 
passed so many storms and perils.*' 

They reached the parallel of the Azores in 
safety, but there encountered a storm of so 
terrible a nature that it quailed their hearts,. 
Sir Humphrey alone retaining his self-posses- 
sion. The Golden Hind kept as near the little 
Squirrel and her brave admiral as the perilous 
mountains of waters would permit, and the 
crew, with dismay, saw him sitting and calmly 
reading on the deck, and heard him bid them 
be of cheer, for said he, " We are as near to 
heaven by sea as by land." 

At night, the blackness of darkness fell upon 
the ocean; the lights in the Squirrel suddenly 
disappeared, and this is all that will ever be 
chronicled of the fate of one of the bravest of 
the adventurers who sought in the glorious 
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reign of Elizabeth to extend the Dominion of 
England in the western world.* 

Of all the armament, the Golden Hind alone 
returned, and she was a mere wreck; and 
Captain Hayes wrote an account of the dis- 
covery, which is given in No. 7 of the Ap- 
pendix to this work. 

Disastrous as were these results, the spirit 
of Raleigh and Pecham rose superior to them. 
The latter had liberally contributed to the 
adventure, and now wrote a treatise on colo- 
nization in the new world, stimulating the 
spirit of the nation to fresh attempts. Cap- 
tain Carlile also memorialized the Muscovy 
Company, and obtained its approval of a new 
expedition, which, however, did not take effect. 

* Hackluyt, p. 679, **A report of the voyage and 
suecesse thereof, attempted in the yeare of our Lord 
1583, by Sir Humfrey Gilberl, knight, with other 
gentlemen assisting him in that action, intended to 
discover and to plant Christian inhabitants in places 
convenient, upon those large and ample countries ex- 
tending northward from the Cape of Florida, not in 
the actual possession of any Christian prince. Written 
by Mr. Edward Haies, gentleman, and principal actor 
in the same voyages, who alone continued unto the 
end ; and by heaven's special assistance returned home 
with his retinue, safe and sound*'' 

TOL. I. P 
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Sir Walter Raleigh then broached the sub- 
ject of examining the continent of America in 
a milder latitude, and Newfoundland was long 
neglected for the £1 Dorado vision — a vision 
glorions in its conception, and which has since 
peopled North America with the Anglo-Saxon 
race. 

Less-distinguished names must now be 
cited, as containing the almost abandoned pro* 
ject of colonizing Newfoundland; and we shall, 
before we notice these attempts, mention the 
voyage of Henry Hudson towards Nova Zem- 
bla, as given by Purchas, vol. iii. p. 581. 

This voyage of Hudson was his third, for the 
discovery of the unknown straits, and, on his 
return he passed " from Farre Islands to New- 
foundland, and along to fourty-four degrees 
ten minutes, and thence to Cape Cod, and so to 
33 degrees, etc., in 1609.'* The account of 
this visit to Newfoundland, in Purchas, was 
written by Robert Ives, of Limehouse, in the 
seventh of James I. ; and was followed, in 
1610, by a '^ Patent for Newfoimdland, and 
the Plantation thereof made by the English, 
1610; delivered in a letter dated thence from 
M. Guy to M. Slaney; treating, also, of the 
Weather the three first Winters, and of Cap- 
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tain Weston, with other remarkable Occnr- 
rents." 

This expedition was upon a large scale, and 
was promoted hy Mr. Guy, a Bristol merchant, 
who published several pamphlets, and obtained 
the patronage and assistance of the celebrated 
Sir Francis Bacon, Lord Northampton, and Sir 
Francis Taofieid, to whom, with, forty asso- 
ciates, a patent was then granted, styling them, 
** The Treasurer and Company of Adventurers 
and Planters of the Citie of London and Bris- 
tol, for ike Colony and Plantation of New- 
feundland.'' 

Their territory was declared to reach from 
Cape Bonavista to Cape St. Mary, and they 
were even invested with the royal rights of the 
precious metals, and the entire property of the 
land, soil, and mines, with vice-regal powers 
of the most extended nature; and, in short, 
the only important reservation was that the 
fisheries should be open to all British subjects, 
but all the seas and islands within ten miles of 
the coast, from N. L. 46 degrees to 52 degrees^ 
were declared to be in their dominion. 

It is most interesting to trace this adven- 
ture. Mr. Guy sailed from Bristol, 1610, 
with three ships and thirty-nine persons, as 
f2 
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Governor. He settled his little colony at 
Mosquito Cove, in Conception Bay, and built 
a dwelling and storehouse, with a fortified 
enclosure of 120 feet, by 90, in which he 
mounted three cannons, and remained there 
for two years, during which time he gained 
the esteem of the Red Indians. 

His letter to his friend, Mr. Slaney, already 
quoted, contains, amongst other interesting 
matter, an account of the climate, which he 
describes as not so cold as that of England ; 
that the rivulets had not been frozen during the 
depths of winter, and that, unless for about a 
fortnight during that season, the settlers could 
travel to great distances. 

Guy left his colony in charge of William 
Colston, who also describes the country, but 
not so favourably, as six of the settlers died 
out of twenty-five, who had been seized with 
scurvy. 

Guy went back in the summer of 1612, 
and by his activity soon arranged matters, 
and the sick had recovered, by using turnips.* 

* This is the first agricultural notice of the capa- 
bility of the soil, which is well fitted for the cultivation 
of that root. 
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He undertook a survey of the coast, and met 
with two canoes of the Red Indians; but 
after this adventure, we hear little more of 
him, as he abandoned his design, and the 
settlement, wanting his presence, soon Ian* 
guished. 
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CHAPTER n. 

HISTORY FROM FIRST ATTEMPT AT SETTLEMENT 
DOWN TO 1842. 

We blow approax^h more lucid ground, having 
before us a copy of " A Discourse and Dis- 
covert OF New-found-land, with many 
reasons to proove how worthy and beneficiall 
a plantation may there be made after a far 
better manner than now it is. Together with 
the laying open of certaine enormities and 
abuses committed by some that trade to that 
countrey, and the meanes laid downe for 
reformation thereof. Written by Captaine 
Bichard Whitboume, of Exmouth, in the 
county of Deuon, and published by authority. 
As also an imitation, and likewise certaine let- 
ters from that countrey, which are printed in 
the latter part of this booke. Imprinted by 
Felix Kingston, 1622." Small 4to; and dedi- 
cated to James I. 
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Few historks hare been so cut up as ibis 
precious renmant of that of Newfbandland, and 
in my opinion great injustice has been done 
to it, inasmuch as, being now a very scarce 
woark, most of its critios hare taken a great 
deal upon credit It diall, howerrer, speak fer 
itself; its importance being manifest, as taiking 
the lead of ail the treatises upon the country, 
it being the first complete one extant. 

King James thought so highly of it tiiat he 
issued the f(^owing ord^ in Coundl, at Theo- 
balds, on the 12tii of April, 1^22: '' With tiie 
copy of a Keference made from the King's Most 
Excellent Majestie, for recommending Cap- 
tain Whitboume's Discourse concerning New- 
foimdland, so as the same may be disferibiited 
to the several parishes (^ this kix^om, for tl^ 
encouraganent of adT^torers unto plantation 
there. As also a letter from tiie KigU; 
H<mourable the Lords of the Council to the 
Most fieverened Falters tiie Lords Archbish(^ 
of Canterbury and Torke. Dat. Whitehafl, 
Had last day of June, 1622, with a list of the 
names of some who have undertaken to hd^ 
and advance his Majestie's {dLantatbn in the 
New-found-land: with es^racts ci cartain 
letters writtoi from the Governor, Capt £A* 
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ward Wiune to Sir George Calvert, his Ma- 
jestie's Secretary of State, and others, in 
this yeare 1622." 4to. 1622 ; and in Purchas, 
vol. V,, p. 1189. 

WMtboome appears to have been a most 
persevering and painstaking nuiriner, and, ac- 
cording to his own statement, had been tho- 
roughly initiated into the mysteries of his 
craft. He was employed in a ship of his own 
against the Spanish Armada in 1588, and as 
early as 1578, he had been in Trinity Har- 
bour, Newfoundland, where he obtained peltry 
and fish in great quantities. 

In 1583, Whitboume describes his meeting 
with Sir Humphrey Gilbert at St. John's, this 
being on the second voyage to Newfoundland 
of Whitboume. He made a third in 1585, 
and then met in the same harbour with Sir Ber- 
nard Drake, who had been sent from England 
with a fleet and commission from Queen Eliza- 
beth, to assert her Sovereignty, which he 
effectuially did by seizing several Portuguese 
vessels, and carrying them home as prizes, with 
their cargoes of train oil. 

In short, Whitboume appears to have been 
ahnost yearly employed in the trade, and after 
mentioning his encounter willi the buccaneer 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SETTLEMENT DOWN TO 1842. 73 

Eaiston, in 1612, he relates an interview with 
Sir Henry Mainwaring and his fleet, in 1614, 
to whom he appears to have been very useAil. 

It was at this period that England seems 
to have awakened from the trance into which 
she had fallen respecting the importance, of 
colonization in the New World, to which Sir 
Hmnfrey Gilbert had so gallantly led the way. 

In 1615, Whitbonme was sent to Newfound- 
land with a commission from the Admiralty 
of. England, to establish order among the 
boisterous fishermen, and to correct the great 
abuses which then subsisted among them. 
One hundred and seventy masters of vessels 
submitted their grievances to his jurisdiction, 
and he made an attempt to empannel juries in 
the harbours most frequented. This may be 
considered as the dawn of colonization, and 
renders Newfoundland, independently of the; 
previous discovery, the oldest acknowledged 
colony of Britain in the western world. 

In 1618, Whitbourne, to whom Newfound- 
land is so deeply indebted, again visited it, to 
increase a small colony of which he was made 
Governor, which had been sent out by Doctor 
Yaughan, a Welsh gentleman, in 1616, who 
had purchased part of Lord Northampton's 
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patent. This settlem^xt was called CaaibiHbl^ 
and was on that part of tiie south coast, now 
named Little Britain, and was expressly 
planned on such a scale as to make agriciil- 
toral pursuits and the fishery mutually d^iend 
upon each otiiier. 

He appears to haveretomed home in 1622, 
and wrote the book we have quoted to indnoe 
settlement; and upon a careM perusal of diat 
part of the work of iiiiich he is the authWt 
tiiere seems to be nothing but what may be 
fully borne out by present experience. It will 
be quoted hereafter. 

The next great attempt at colcmization was 
that undertaken by order of the Secretary ei 
State to James I., Sir George Calvert, a 
Soman Catholic, who was afterwards Lord 
Baltimore, and whose latter title has been per- 
petuated in tibe settlement of Maryland. 

Sir George, in order to enjoy tiie unshackled 
exercise of his religion, obtained a grant (^ the 
tract* of the south-eastern coast of Newfound- 
land, lying between the Bay of Bulls,f or, as 
some accounts say, between Trinity Bay, and 

* Anderson on Commerce, vol. i. page 495. 
t A corruption of the French words, ** Bale des 
Boules." 
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Cape St Mary's, or tibe Bay of Flacen^^^ 
tlms embracing llie idtole peninsula cikwaiKmy 
in absolute pfoprietoidiqx 

It is wdl knoim that at tlds epodi crowds 
of pilgrims, of sects and of creeds differing 
from the Church of England, were ponring 
across the Adantic, and the resting-place for 
Ike B<»nan Catholic persecuted was chosen bA 
Ferryland, and his grant was slyled Ayaloii, 
from the aDcient name of Glastonbury, wh»re 
Christianity was first preached in Britain. 
This name has since extended to the whole 
peninsula between Concepti<m Bay and tiie 
Bay of Flacentia. About the same time, 
Carey, Viscount Falkland, then Lord Lieute- 
nant of Ireland, established another colony. 

Lord Baltimore resided at Perrylandf for 

* In 1623, the ship which Sir WtiHam Alexander 
«ent to colonize Acadia, or NoTa Scolia» wintered in 
Newfoundland, but returned disappointed, aft^ visit- 
ing a few harbours in Nova Scotia* 

f This is called Foriland by Whitboume, and may 
be a corruption of Fore Island, which is ap|4iahle to 
the locality. It is, however, written Ferryiand in the 
first letter from the governor to Sir George Calvert, 
dated July, 1622, which is appended to Whitbourne's 
book, and contains extravagances, from whkk that 
author's reputation has suffered. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 HISTORY FROM FIRST ATTEMPT AT 

several years, and built a large house and a 
strong fort on the Isle aux Bois; but haying 
obtained another large grant of Maryland, he, 
after revisiting England, finally settled th^e, 
and thence arose the now important city of 
Baltimore. 

We find little subsequently to this period, in 
the early annals, to interest the reader respect- 
ing the colonists in Newfoundland, excepting 
that in twenty years afterwards it was computed 
that 350 families were settled in different har- 
bours, and that the fishery had grown to vast 
importance : so much so indeed that even so 
early as 1626, one hundred and fifty vessels were 
dispatched from Devonshire alone, and England 
began to monopolize the trorde of Spain and 
Italy. But the pirates or buccaneers and the 
French fishermen were very numerous, and the 
former harassed the trade very grievously, 
whilst the latter began to rival us in the suc- 
cessful pursuit of the cod. 

The year 1633 is celebrated for a code of 
regulations drawn up for the government of 
the fisheries.* 

* Charles I., through the Star Chamber, directed 
these regulations to be carried into effect; and, amongst 
other orders, noticed subsequently in the text, esta- 
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In 1635, the eleventh of Charles I., per- 
mission was granted to the French to cure 
and dry fish in Newfoundland, upon con- 
dition of payment of a duty of five per 
cent on the produce, which was continued 
for forty-one years; and, in 1660, this enter- 
prising people founded a colony in Plai- 
sance, or Placentia Bay, which they afterwards 
long occupied,* and it was admirably chosen, 
but which England has since most unaccount- 
ably overlooked. 

In 1663 the British fishery was first encou- 
raged by an entire exemption from tax or 
toU. 

It will now be necessary to break the thread 
of the narrative a little, in order to trace the 
successive steps towards the settlement of law 
tind government. 

The colonists found the ineflScacy of the 

blished the fishing admirals, — the skipper, or master, 
of that fishing vessel which first arrived at a station 
being thereby made judge, or vice«admira1, for the sea- 
son, whence have arisen the terms '^ AdmiralV beach,** 
Admiral, and Vice-admiral, on different parts- of the 
coasts of Newfoundland. The power of those gene- 
rally illiterate men was very great, and very greatly 
abused, and was of course not very long tolerated. 
* McPherson, vol. ii., pp. 338, 389, 401. 
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sjutem of jmies attempted by Whitboume, 
and were dif^nsted at the tricks and chicanery 
of the fishing admiraJs, who were first f<»*- 
mally appointed hj the mies of ^e Star 
Chamber, in 1633; whilst four differenit and 
dasiung charters had been also granted, in 
1578 or 1563 to Sir Humphrey Gilbert; in 
1610, to Lord Nortiiampt(m and otiiers; in 
about 1622, to Sir G«oi^e Calvert; and 
in 1628 another to the Marquis of Hamilton, 
Sir David Kirk, and others, nnder pretence 
tkat Lord Baltimore had deserted his settle- 
ment; and this last d^urter had the extam- 
ordinary clause added to it, that no person 
sfaonld psresume to plant or inhabit within six 
mil^ of the sea shoi^ between Gapes Race and 
Bonavista. 

These discouraging and afflicting circum- 
stances naturally required a remedy, but the 
rules of the Star Chamber, in 1633, provided 
a bad one; for that arbitrary tribunal enacted, 
that if a person in Newfoundland killed an- 
other, or stole to the value of forty shillings, 
the offender was to be sent to England, and 
placed under the power of the earl marshal, 
who could order execution upon the testimony 
of two witnesses. 
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The Star Chamber also enacted, that no 
ballast w^s to be thrown overboard in the har* 
hours; that no person was to spoil or to deface 
any stage, cook-room, or other building; that 
the fishing ship first entering a harbour was 
to be admiral therein, and the master to decide 
all complaints. Penalties were also named 
for frauds, for setting fire to the woods, hin- 
dering the fishery, selling strong liquors and 
tobacco, non-attendance on service on Sun- 
days, etc. 

The mayors of Southampton, Weymouth, 
and other trading ports, were to notice all 
complaints made against those who evaded the 
laws by land, and the vice-admirals of Devon- 
i^ire., Cornwall, Southampton, and Dorset, 
were competent to try those who offended on 
the high seas. The fishing-admirals in each 
harbour were to proclaim these laws, and theii% 
were the courts of first instance ; whilst the mer- 
chants and shipowners engaged in the trade to 
Newfoundland, in England, strenuously op- 
posed the appointment of any civil perman^it 
magistrates, or of any governor of the island; 
and their prayer was granted by the Privy 
Council. 

In 1634, a fifth charter was granted by 
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the Star Cliamber to '^ the merchants and 
traders of Newfoundland/' 

In 1635, the council issued a commission to 
John Treworgay, a merchant, then in New- 
foundland, to ^' order affiiirs there for the best 
advantage of the state," which was re-issued 
in 1650; and another was granted, in 1655, 
to Sir David Kirk. 

In 1660, Lord Baltimore obtained repos- 
session of the province of Avalon ; and, in the 
same year, there was a renewal of the mer- 
chants' charter granted in 1634, in which a 
clause was added, to the effect that no master 
or owner of any ships should send any settlers 
to Newfoundland. 

It now became, in short, a struggle between 
the fishing-merchant and the employed, be- 
tween those desirous of permanent settlement 
and those desirous to discourage it, in order 
to keep the fisheries intact ; and it would be 
an endless task to follow, for many years, the 
squabbles and disputes for power which arose, 
and the government of Charles I. was too 
actively engaged at home in more important 
quarrels to take much notice of them. 

Notwithstanding, however, the severe diffi- 
culties which those who wished to colonize New- 
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foundknd laboured in during that reign^ 
during the disturbed but vigorous adminis- 
tration of the interregnum, and in the more 
peaceful rule of Charles II., the settlements 
increased, in spite of the fierce rivalry between 
France and England for possession of this El 
Dorado of the sea. 

We have seen that there were near four hun- 
dred English families located in Newfound- 
land Bs early as 1654 ; and that, in 1663, the 
fisheries were exempted from tax or toll. In 
the long interval which elapsed between the 
first struggle of the residents for law and 
equity, in 1633,* down to 1728, when a 

* 1 shall merely advert to the state of the couDtry 
from 1670 to 1676, owing to a statemeot of Sir Josiah 
Child, the principal merchant connected with the 
fisheries in England, who published a pamphlet to 
prove that the cod fishery had declined since 1605, 
when he stated it employed 205 ships, down to eighty, 
in consequence of the resident population employing 
boats along the coast, and he urged that if the inha- 
bitants were permitted to multiply, they could carry 
on the whole fishery, and the nursery of seamen be 
destroyed. He therefore very coolly proposed the 
remedy of displanting, or in other words, forcibly 
preventing settlement. The Lords of Trade and 
Plantation accordingly obtained an order that the whole 
VOL. I. G 
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g&ranof was at length apytntedi the ishmd 
mdenpent baiij cmtuIhom^ ftnd we i^all 
therefore reBome the thread of the Barmtiye^ 
and the efder of time, to briefly relate them; 
pfeminig^ that dumg fhe whde ci the perkd 
aboTe noticed^ er ier nearly umI^ y^ttra, aiis- 
rule reared its head, and aoekty waa in a 
wrefiched oaodUion, owiiig to tiie ecROStant 
aoiiMBity betweoa the merchant miwexAuaten 
and the aettlefs ; die latter bung hdd still 
more in chedc by the abeud p^y of the 
parent stated in discoitnteiiaiiciE^ settfemeut 
1^ every meant in its power. 

The etmggie ivias net, hotverer, he it re- 
membered, 80 much of a political nature, as it 
Tfas one of mere personal interests, and it arose 
chiefly from the unlimited discretionary licence 
ef the ilKtarafte OMaters of veeaek, and firoia 
the coBfitant desire of the lesident popobtieii 

eolony should be rooted out, and the land reduced to 
a deserl. Fortunatelyi a humane naval officer, Sir 
John Berry, was deputed to burn the houses and drive 
out the settlers ; and although he reluctantly executed 
his orders, he remonstrated against their severity, Bnd 
m 1676, Mr. John Downing, a resident, procured an 
order from the king to annul it. 
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lo sppn^ate tlie best skips* roemsj as tbe 
places for paeking and drying the fish in the 
hflcrbaars were then and are still eaOed.^ 

Thus we have a loi^, vminteresting ^ace, 
filed with quarrel and comidaint, ftom the 
period ait whieh we left off oar chrcmdogical 
arrangement of detafl, in 166S, down to 1692, 
when an imp(»i>ant event in the historj of the 
island occurred, by Cdsmodore Wifliams being 
sent with a force agaimt Plaeentia, which he 
partiafly destroyed. 

A French fleet, in 1696, twice attacked, 
and finally destroyed, the viflage of St. John's ; 

* Akbengli Mr. Dowsing succeeded in anniiUing the 
cruel order obtained through Sir J. Child's influence, 
yet he could not prevent the discouragement to settle- 
ment ; for, at the same time, it was expresriy directed 
that Tk^ fishing vessel was to be permitted to take out 
eflSigrunts^ and all persons were forbidden to settle. 
Complaints constantly assailed the government, that 
these laws were evaded, but in consequence of the 
remonstrance of Sir John Berry and others, no fur- 
ther rigorous measures wore now resorted to, and it 
appears that, in 1697, the Board of Trade recommended 
that one thousand persons might be permitted to re- 
main, to construct boats, stages for drying the fish, &c. 
— ^Montgomery Martin's British Colonies. Mc Gre- 
gt^'s BritiBh Aramca, vol. i., p. 158. 

g2 
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and all the British settlements were visited 
by Iberville, the French commander, with fire 
and sword, excepting those in Bonavista and 
Conception Bays — viz., at Bonavista and 
Carbonier, where the British settlers resisted 
him successfully; whilst an English frigate, in 
the Bay of Bulls, was captured by his fleet. 

War now raged, with all its horrors, in this 
devoted island; and the governments of Eng- 
land and of France seemed both determined to 
fight to the uttermost for supremacy respect- 
ing its possession. 

A strong naval armament, with fifteen hun- 
dred soldiers on board, under Admiral Neville 
and Sir John Gibson, appeared off Newfound- 
land, but, owing to the indecision of the com- 
manders, effected nothing ; nor was the con- 
test decided between the rival nations until 
the peace of Ryswick, in 1698, which restored 
all the possessions of each power. Some at- 
tempts were now made to modify the jurisdic- 
tion of the fishing-admirals, by adding rear 
and vice-admirals— or, in other words, the 
masters of the second and third fishing vessels 
which arrived at a station — ^to the courts of 
almost plenary power hitherto held by the 
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former — a method of getting rid of a difficulty 
which made the original grievance ten times 
worse than it was before. 

Peace, either in the fishing harbours of the 
island, or in the greater world beyond the At- 
lantic, was not of long duration. The French 
had gradually and wisely extended their colo- 
nies in Newfoundland, had seized important 
positions, and were therefore better prepared 
for aggression than their neighbours, amongst 
whom settlement was still as much discouraged 
as ever; and England, instead of having a 
hardy native island population to resist or 
overwhelm their ambitious and restless neigh- 
bours, had to depend on the occasional pre- 
sence of ships of war. 

In 1702, the famous " war of the succes- 
sion" broke out in all its fury, and Queen 
Anne immediately despatched a fleet to New- 
foundland, under Sir John Leake, who gained 
repossession of great part of the island, and 
captured nine and twenty French vessels j and 
he returned to England with his prizes before 
the winter set in. Admiral Grraydon was sent 
with a fresh fleet, in 1703, but returned with- 
out effecting his orders. 

The French, however, nothing daunted, re? 
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in^NHMi their alreadj stomgport at Plaoeotiay 
ia 1705,* hj five hundred treops Itmb GaBaii% 
attacked our settlements wry sucoeeflfnlly, atA 
attoti^ted to beoDBie sole niafiterft of tiie kl^^ 
by attaekis^ tbe finrtified luurbour of St. Jck^\ 
in whidi tiiey were, iioweTer, unable to dS&si 
much, although their prq^aralioiis were wdl 
conducted and formidable; but [they q^read 
desolation as far north as Bonavista. 

In 1706, the British again expelled them 
from their reoent conquests^ and many of their 
men o£ war and fishing vessels were captured* 

SL Oyide, the enterprising commander of 
the French forces, surprised &L John's, in 
1708, and destroyed it; whilst he also con- 
quered at every British fishing station ezoept* 
ing Carbonier, which, as usual, was gallantly 
defended by the fishermen. An expeditiiA 

• Tkis jsftr k renarkaMe for \mt^ ^at in wUdi 
ike first resident olergyman, or muiionary of the 
Church of England arrived in Newfoundland, with 
the pittance of £50 for his support, and stations to' 
ykk, Ive^peBtiy 200 viies apart His oanie was Jack- 
SM, Aod ke was seat o«(t watih many odiAn» W!ko pro- 
ceeded to different stations m North America* by the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, which had been incorporated by King WiHiam, 
ia 1701* 
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me fitted oat, usAer tibe otrdeiB of Ga{»tam 
Mariaaaad of Cidondi Nioboibioii, todifipoosfifig 
the Fpttidb under St (hide, tet it fiuled la 
ito main objeots; «id for the eagkt follomsi; 
jeairs, owisg to the SMgniti^ and javterest of 
the war on the GoDtiBent of Europe, Enghmd 
WM uxkabk elfeotaaUy to tum its attOD^ioQ to 
tiie affietirs of Neiivfeimdkaid. And tfaiui, wstii 
ike peace of Utreoht, in 1718, the iahad wu 
torn and harassed by petty warfare aaddepr^ 
daHon, being Bometines iai poieeKdon of one 
power, fionietiiaes in tiliat of the odij^. 

England and FraiK^e were f» impreaaed with 
tibe vast kiportanoe of this island and its 
fisheries, hotii as t^^pmis ike inexhanstaUe 
weaitib of ifte adjaoenft seas, and also its hekig 
the ieey to uideck or dose the aooess to the 
Canadas, tiiat stramons exertions weiie mads 
by hoUk powers to assMt their rights; and it 
was then tikonght that the Tery existeaee of the 
British nayy depended upon the school for her 
seamen which 4&e bank fiidung afforded. 

By this oelehratod treaty, Newfeondlaad 
and the ad^aosfttt islands wck declaimed to ho- 
long, in exdnsive sovereignty, to Great Bri- 
tain; and fiEaoh ^iTas the renown (ji her splen- 
did adhieveiii^ats, that she migbt, bmt tat 
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generosity, hare exdusiyelj loaintaiiied that 
sovereignty. Unfortunately, however, liberty 
was granted to the French fishermen to catch 
and dry fish on the coast lying between Cape 
Bonavista, on the eastern side, aad Pointe 
Biche, on the western; or, on two-thirds of the 
eastern shores, the whole of the northern, and 
one-third of the western in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. They were, however, not to build 
or to settle. 

The vigorous war in which England had 
been engaged, and the necessity of overlook- 
ing the harsh laws against the British residents, 
in consequence of their usefulness experienced 
during the French aggressions, had increased 
the population of Newfoundland very greatly 
during this troubled period, and colonization 
was already making rapid strides under every 
disadvantage, whilst the fisheries were carried 
on very briskly after the peace, by both iVench 
and English. 

In 1721, the French had 400 ships em- 
ployed, and after supplying France with fish, 
rivalled us in the Mediterranean and ii^ 
Spanish ports, 

The island was now under the nominal ad- 
miaistration of the Governor of Nova Scotia; 
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aad still sq vexatious were the delegated 
powers of justice, that continued representa- 
tions were sent home for establishing it as a 
separate colony of Great Britain. 

Fortunately for the inhabitants, the naval 
ofSicer who commanded on the station, and 
was then, and has been since his time, for 
more than a century afterwards, the real Go- 
vernor of Newfoun<Uand, saw the gross abuses 
which existed, and aided by his reports, the 
island was separated from its mere nominal 
dependence upon the distant sister colony ; and 
it was agreed to yield to the prayers of the 
settlers, by the appointment, from home, of a 
civil governor. 

Lord Vere Beauderk, the naval commander 
above alluded to, obtained the appointment in 
1728, of this, the first governor of Newfound-^ 
land, not, however, for himself, but for a naval 
officer, Captain Henry Osborne, of H. M. S. 
Squirrel, whose qualifications for the office 
must have been considered very great, as the 
original intention had been to appoint Lord 
Beauclerk, to whom, after all, Captain Osborne 
was so far responsible, that his lordship, for a 
short time, was actually, as the merry sailor 
in the Tempest ^ays, "Viceroy over him." 
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The fact was, that Lord fieaaolerk nxwt hnn 
mcabdd his seat in pariiameBt l^y nco&p6j^ 
the goFenuMeai, uid he therefore adected an 
officer in whoae discretkm he eouid eoofide^ 
and whose tde&ts heeonaidered, pe rh aps, quite 
efoal to those of the laaryeiB who were Qr%i- 
Bally luuned as hest fitted to advise faim; whBst 
the wdO-lnowii diriihe of a saSor to the gen- 
tlemen of the long^rabe, periuqw, was a power* 
£[il iBdueement to his prefierenee for a sea 
captam, instead of aland lawyer, as his deputy* 
Be that, however, as it may, Captain Henry 
Osbome laitst have been a person of no eom- 
men talents, as he afterwards obtained the 
thanks of the House of Commons, and a pefr* 
aiaa of 120(ML a^ear doriag his life. 

C^iptaitt Osbome earned diis reward; f<Mr his 
was ao bed of roses during die whole'period of 
his govtemaimt, althcmgh, as was the ease, 
isr many years afterwards the gownor passed 
his winter m Englaad. His cramiission re* 
^paired him to obey saeh instructions as Loid 
Yeve Beauderk should propose to Mm lor his 
Migesty's servioe, and yet it appointed U0 
Qomemcat aad Gosuttand6r*in«C%ief in asid 
over the idand of ilewfovudiand, the fort aad 
gairison of Pkuoestia, and all other forts and 
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gamsons, ereeted^ or to be erected, in ihe 
said island; it ali^ gai^e him aiz&arity to ad- 
subifi^ the oatihs to goTemmeEt officers asid 
others, to appoint juBtaoes of the peaoe, and 
the other neoeasairy inlBiaters of jnstbe; wi^t, 
at the sametkne, it icampletely tkd hk hands, 
by stating that he was to do nofthing eontrary 
to the statute of 10 and 11 Willmm III., nor 
obstraot the powers therein giy» to thefi^isag 
admirals, or ^ptains of ]nenH}f'war ; and even 
the justices he was to nesninate wece required 
to aid aaokd assist the coiDsnodcnre on the sta- 
tion, the Gomiiiaiiders of Ihe king's slnp, imd 
the fid^ng aflbB^cals, m putting into exeeatioB 
th&t rigorous n^tatoie. fie was empowered, 
however, to bniM a prison and ooiort-homse, 
and ftli ci^ and military offioers were to aid 
aadasttsthinL 

The Deputy-GoTeiEB^irshi^ of F^kusentia, 
which had been a separate eonuimaoid under 
Nova-Scotia ever since that place was taken 
from the French, was now also dedared to be 
nnder Captain Osbome's jnrisdiolton, and in 
case of his dea^, his socoessor was to be 
Lord Vere BeanderFs first Eeutenant in the 
Oxford. 

Captain Osborne sailed with Lord Vere» 
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carrying with him several copies of " Shawns 
Practical Justice of the Peace,"* and other 
documents relating to the trade of Newfound- 
land, earlj in the summer of 1729. 

To shew the difficulties under which the 
settlement groaned, and which the govemor 
had to encounter, as well as to render this ab- 
stract of the History of Newfoundland more 
clear, it will be necessary now to inform the 
reader, in a concise manner, of what the sta- 
tute of 10 and 11 William III, consisted, a sta- 
tute intended to set all the disputes which had 
disquieted the island heretofore at rest; and 
also to state that Lord Beauclerk had a separate 
set of instructions, fifty in number, in which 
all the heads of inquiry relating to the trade 
and fisheries, and the abuses and grievances 
so long complained of, both by merchants and 
residents, were enumerated. 

This celebrated statute was entitled, ^^ An 

* The most important settlements in the island 
seem then to have been, as appeared on the covers 
of eleven of these books in golden letters-— Placentiaf 
St. John's, Carbonier, Bay of Bulls, St. Mary's, Tre- 
passey, Ferryland, Bay de Verd, Trinity Bay, Bona- 
vista, and Old Parlekin, in Newfoundland, for each oi 
nrhich one copy, and of course, one justice, or more, of 
the peace was intended. 
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Act to encourage the trade to Newfoiuidland," 
and it certainly answered tliat purpose as far 
as the fishing and provision merchants were 
concerned, whilst it repealed none of the dis- 
abilities under which the poor residents la- 
boured; nor did it even annul that Star- 
Chamber provision, which forbade wood to be 
cut within six nules of the shores of the island. 

This statute, however, had some sterling 
merits : its first section made it lawful for all 
the king's subjects freely tq fish in or about 
Newfoundland, and forbade any alien or 
stranger to bait lines or to catch fish there. 

The second, ordered that no ballast should 
be thrown overboard in the harbours, but car- 
ried on shore wherever it might not be of an- 
noyance. 

The third, forbade the destruction of fishing 
stages and cooking rooms. 

The fourth, reinstated the fishing admirals 
in their strange and unlimited powers, adding 
rear and vice-admirals, and pointed out how 
they were to settle the fishing-rooms or drying- 
places for all after comers. 

The fifth ordered that all residents who 
had possessed themselves of stages, drjring- 
places, cook-rooms, etc., since 1685, should 
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give them ap to the jnrisdictioii of tlie fiBhing 
Mhiiirai& 

The sixth, in Uke mumety prohibited an j 
iahabitaiit of Newfoiindlaiid fiom ^osBdsm^ 
such places until the ships of the fish wj ira« 
first providecL 

The Kvea&j was & pvoviso that these 
poor inhabitant Mumoe^ m^fat retain swek 
honseSf stages^ or cook-rooms bs they had 
built, cut out, or erected smee the 25tfa of 
March, 1685^ or might heieaftcv make, if the 
localities had never been claimed siace the 
said p^iod by fishing ships. 

The dghth annidied this proviso most effec- 
tually, for it dedared that no bye-boat ke&p&t* 
should pretend to meddle with any such places 
as belonged to fishing ships since 16^5, or 
which might belong after the 25th March, 
1700. 

The ninth, oMiged every bye-boat k^per 
to empby two &esh m^ out of every six of 
which the crew of the boat was to be compost, 
and every inhabitent was also forced to employ 
two such men; whilst the masters of ships were 

* Bye-boat keepers were persoos who went out to 
NewfottncUand to keep boats for a fttfaing voyage. 
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toesttpiojewwevtryfiveof theirereire; one 
6f these nien to bnrepreTuwdj made eiify one 
^ro jage, axid the other sever «t sea IbeSstt. 

Thft taith aectkm oUaged ike M& man in 
everj fishing yessd to be a gree& hand, or one 
whohi^BeTerbeenatsea* The ohjeet of these 
restricti(ms was to prey^ the settlers from 
following the fishery as much as possible,. 

The eleventh &tbaide the oblkwratkmi of 
marks on hcotts or train*oiI vaits, withoist the 
owners' consent. 

T!^ tvrdM forbade 8217 standing issees to 
Ibae barked, or the woods pnrpoeelj set on fire 
or dertrofed, exo^pting fer neeessary fiid; am) 
fishingMiets or s^ies b^ng wiifeliy iajared, or 
baits stden. 

The thirteenth annnUed tile jurisdiction of 
the L(»rd High Constaide and Earl Manriial of 
England (yret fehmies committed in Newfomid- 
hmd, and ordered that all capital crimes com* 
mitted there should be tried in any idbire or 
county in England by commisaion of oyer and 
terminer. 

The fourteen^ ordered the fishing admirals 
to see these rules executed, to keep a journal, 
and to deliver a copy of it to the privy coumeil 
yearly. 
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The fifteenth gave increased power to these 
admirals to determine differences arising be- 
tween fishing masters and the inhabitants — ^the 
party aggrieved to apply to the commanders 
of H. M,'s ships of war for relief. 

The sixteenth directs the dne observance of 
Sunday, and forbids the sale of liquors, etc./ 
thereon. 

The seventeenth declares, that no duties are 
to be levied on whale fins, blubber, and oil 
taken in Newfoundland. 

Such is the celebrated act of parliament which 
the first civil governor of Newfoundland had to' 
contend with, and which embarrassed almost 
all his successors. The consequences must be 
obvious : the rude, unlettered, and firequently 
tyrannical masters of the fishing ships set the 
governor and his justices of the peace at defi- 
ance, and treated the latter with absolute 
scorn. But still, such was the character of the 
population, as well as of the fishermen, that 
under all these disadvantages, owing to the 
total exclusion of foreign competition, trade 
flourished and settlement increased. 

The governor built his jail and court-house, 
held his courts of record according to the En- 
glish laws, and determined, as far as he was 
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able, matters in dispute between parties which 
did not extend to capital offences. 

Soon afterwards, however, a man named 
Goss, at Torbay, a considerable fishing village, 
about seven miles from St. John's, was killed 
in an aflfray by another of the name of Black- 
more, and he, with another man named Steel, 
who had also committed murder, was sent to 
England for trial. The former were acquitted, 
the latter condemned, but such was proved to 
be the risk and expense of bringing home 
witnesses, that a commission was at last issued, 
as we shall see, in 1737, for a " Court of Oyer 
and Terminer" to be established, to try offen- 
ders for capital crimes in the island. 

Captain Osborne was indefatigable in his 
exertions for the benefit of the colony. He 
divided the inhabited parts of the island into 
convenient districts, levied a rate of half a 
quintal of fish on all boats and boats' rooms, 
for the purposes of erecting a jail, stocks, etc. 
But his authority, ample. as that of a naval 
officer of the old school was, and backed by the 
influence . of Lord Vere, was secretly under- 
mined, and the government at home soon had 
to regret that the advice of the Board of 
Trade had not been adopted, by bringing a bill 

VOL. I. H 
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before psriuuDaKt to eonect all the ml abosei 
subsisting in NewfoundlaDcL 

The fishing adreiKtiircrs foiiBcled their o{^k>- 
gitioa to die new governor and his jnstieeS) 
npoD the plea that they deriveil their anthoritjr, 
not from an act (^ pariiament, but cmly from 
tike king in eoaneil; and such vnm the absurd 
degree of impcHrtanee thej attadied to this ftr- 
fetched sabterfiigey that it prored too strong 
for the nnited efforts of Captain Osborne and 
his pow erfii) snpporters. 

The govamor, in levying the tax befoiv 
mentioned, to biuld a jail at St. Jotat^ and an- 
other at Ferryland,and in appointing jnsticea of 
the peace and constables, had aimed the irst 
blow at the poww of the advaitnros and 
fishing captains. He also did many acts of 
justice to the inhabitants, who had been so 
sorely oppressed; and at Placentia he restored 
several {properties of which Colonel Gledhill, the 
military lieutenant-governor there, had de- 
prived the residents. 

For aU these hitherto unheard-of actsy the 
governor was assailed by a storm of invective, 
and an attempt to place him in difficulty by 
legal measures ; so that upon his return in the 
winter months, to England, he, (with Lord 
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Banderky) wat obliged to seek the sd^ice of 
tl^ aitom^-geiieral^ in order to |»roteet him" 
sdf from serious pectmstj consequences. The 
apinisffi of ti»;t o^leer of the crown wds deli** 
leered m. the 27th of April 1730, and was 
almost fatal to any future hopes of the due 
exercise of the goTeraor^s funet&ois^ as it de- 
ehired that the kiy ing of rates upon the pro^ 
perky of the adhraftturers, in their fishing-hoats 
or Mtj was ill^Bl;: and that if ai^ rate was 
neeessary^ it waa queatiiaiable wfaetl^r it couli 
he kried at all wxtfcmit tbe presentment of a 
grand jury^ and then only up^^ ike inhabit- 
ants; whi^t by tiie statute of 10 and 11 
WiHiant HI.^ the fishery at Newfomidland was 
declared a free trader and that justices of tiie 
peace these eould oRly decide upon guesticms 
of a criminal nature, asd not upon those of 
property. 

The opini(»t o( another eimnent lawyer was 
also obtained, whieb, whilst it also declared the 
illegality of raising taxes for any purposes in 
Newibundland, supported the governor's autho- 
rity, in demanding tribitte for building a jail, 
and declared that as Captain Osborne had 
acted with so much temper and cauticm 
throughout, and that as the persons concerned 
h2 
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had not refused to obey him, he would be sub- 
ject to no prosecution in England, and recom- 
mended that the governor should continue to 
levy the rate, as his office and commission 
would be nugatory unless the prisons were 
erected. 

In September 1730, after the governor had 
returned to the island, we find him complain- 
ing bitterly that the justices he had created 
were opposed to him to the uttermost, and that 
his own power was trenched upon most deter- 
minedly by the fishing admirals. " Indeed," 
says he, in his report, " I find that by their 
will, they would be sole rulers, and have no- 
body to control them in their arbitrary pro- 
ceedings." He expostulated with them, but it 
seemed to serve no other purpose than to raise 
their resentment against him, as the abettor of 
the justices. He could not charge the justices 
with having taken any arbitrary steps ; their 
fault was rather the contrary, whereas the ad- 
mirals were guilty of many. 

" The commission of the peace was in ge- 
neral disliked by aU the masters of ships, who 
were the chief people that opposed most of the 
steps the governor had taken ; for which reason, 
and partly from the indifference of some of the 
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justices in their ofGices, who thought they suf- 
fered in their way of trade, and got the ill-will 
of the people they dealt with, and partly from 
the incapacity of others, the commissions of the 
peace were but indifferently executed. How- 
ever, the governor, notwithstanding the oppo^ 
sition, proceeded to make appointments in 
places where before he had made none."* 

The jail and court-house for St. John's were 
erected, and that at Ferryland put in progress; 
and the governor thought *' the very sight of 
these two prisons would check many people in 
their evil courses." But there were " two kings 
of Brentford," and memorials poured in upon the 
governor from the justices, complaining that the 
fishing admirals obstructed them in the per- 
formance of their duties, and had taken all 
their authority from them, by deciding upon 

* " History of the Government of the Island of New- 
foundland, with an Appendix, containing the^ Acts of 
Parliament made respecting the Trade and Fishery. 
By John Reeves, Esq., Chief Justice of the Island. 
London, 1793." This work is the most faithful, un- 
biassed,^ and useful document on record, of the legal 
history of Newfoundland, and is derived from the ar- 
chives of the Colonial Office, from those of the Board 
of Trade and Plantations, as well as from the author*s 
own experience as Chief Justice. 
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•11 riotBy breacheB of the peace, asd other of- 
feices, sad had aelsed, fijied, and pimidied at 
their disi^etiony had tasued toTem lioeoices, 
and had verj cayalierly informed them Hmt 
iSiej were only jusdees of the peace during tiie 
winter; that the fishing admirala derired ti^ir 
powar from an act of parliament, whilat the 
govemor'a was only from the privy counctL 

The merchants in Eng^land supported these 
pretensions, sad in their memorial to goyem- 
ment^ prayed that the authority of the justaeea 
might cease irhilst the fishing admirals were 
present; desmbed the justices u unfit, asd 
charged them witii supplying the fishenn» 
with liquors, etc., at a rate much higher thaa 
the merchants wouldbeready to afford them at 

The attorney-general was again appealed 
to, who decided that the admirals should re* 
strain their jurisdiction to matters connected 
with the fishery, and the justices to ikoae en- 
trusted to them, relating to matters inyolying 
disputes amongst the settlers, and to breaches 
of the peace. This opinion was deUrered on 
the 19th of December 1730, but it did not 
prevent the continual collision of interests, and 
as Chief Justice Reeves observes, although the 
justices were perhaps taken necessarily from 
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aa nuedacaled ciaas, jet ''the admirmLs were no 
better, and as the opposition was oike Ji§aia8t 
all hsgMl poirer and Ike ordinaiy roieB of eivil 
ff>vesnmyBBt^ it ^binly i^sved «a unatoted 
desii^ that ^ die inkabitantB and poor 1^^ 
flfaoidd be deprived of all ^mtectmi fitum tbe 
goiwesmmBBtj and duwld be Jefit^vdidijr at tiieir 

I do not imi, ia uxj accomite wSuch I Jmwe 
beoDi aUe ta collate, at what period Gaptaia 
QriMxrnentirBd £«& his onerous and vesEationa 
duties; Init vcrjr shortij afiberamde Us sne- 
oeBsar, Captain Gladkon, of the JKojai Hayy, 
received instructions to make a report upon 
11» state of ha gw ^r mBe n t, x^speeting the 
adaiinistratMi if jnatiee ; and Mr. Seems ob- 
Sbnnes, that that ottcer and Jiis snccessiscs did 
send Boeh aeoonnts io£ ihe o^osition of the 
&hing adnaraifl to the <citji gor^zuuBBty aa 
were aearcdf to be medated hut hj those mho 
htMibeen alreadjinadealwaare of their conduct; 
and he adds that ^^ it wonld be tiresome and 
naBseens to ddnil any more npoa the subject'' 
Kor was it imlil seipwal years afisrwaida, 
thi^ tfaifi trimUeaome tmiw were comparatively 
qaa^bed, by indhig that the ministers at home 
had at la^ detmBined to persevere in «Bta- 
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blishing a regular civil govemment in New- 
foundknd. 

Who were the naval officers adnunistering 
this government, from 1730 until 1738, except- 
ing Captain Clinton, does not very clearly ap- 
pear, and we must therefore, as nothing very 
unusual seems to have occurred in the interval^ 
proceed to the year 1787, when Captain Van- 
brugh was in office, and it was first proposed 
to establish a court of Oyer and Terminer;' 
but the commission was clogged with such 
restrictions that it was rendered useless, and 
was not finally issued until some years aftcK 
wards. 

In 1740, Lord George Graham was appointed 
to succeed Captain Yahbrugh, and in 1741 
we find the Honourable John Byng, as Civil 
Governor of Newfoundland, whose squadron 
was very successful in capturing the Spanish 
vessels in the neighbouring seas, England 
being then at war with that nation ; and such 
was deemed the expense of sending these prizes 
home for final adjudication, that the govern- 
ment established at St. John's, a "court of 
Vice- Admiralty," the first judge of which was 
William Keen, Esq., an experienced merchant, 
who was also appointed naval officer, to collect 
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the fishery returns from the different fishing 
admirals yearly, to examine all ships' papers 
and manifests, with a deputy naval officer to 
assist him. He was also health officer. 

The succeeding governor was Sir Charles 
Hardy, Captain of H. M. S. Jersey, who was 
appointed in 1744. 

In 1749, Captain, afterwards Lord Rodney, 
in the Rainbow frigate, appears as governor, 
and the succession afterwards is more clear. 

In April 1750, Captain Francis Williani 
Drake assumed the government, and a very 
important era dawned upon the island, as the 
governor was then ordered to issue a commis- 
sion, that empowered him to appoint " commis- 
sioners of Oyer and Terminer," for the trial of 
felons in Newfoundland, being the first real at- 
tempt to establish law and justice in the island. 
It merely restricted the governor froni trying 
or pardoning treason, nor could any sentence 
be executed until reported to the king, and the 
court was only to sit when the governor was 
actually in the limits of his government, or, in 
other words, not in winter. 

This measure met with the usual opposition, 
but not so forcibly as heretofore, as naval law 
was now beginning to get uppermost, and was 
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too decided in its oparalions to wbxdt<£iaMdk 
cavil on the spot. 

Ci^ain Dmke was suooeeded, in 17&3, hf 
Captain Bonfoy, during whose admiaisfaniikioA 
I«ord Bidtimore r»kewed hk d«m npon the 
provinoe of Avaloa, which, from n^^ect, had 
slipped out of his grasp; but it was nded that 
his title to the ^vinoe had lapsed. 

The naval governors usually lemaiaed m 
charge of the squadron, or ships apfomted to 
IM\)teet the fisheries, &fr two or three years, 
going home at the dose of every autiunn, and 
living chilly afloat. 

Oaptaui Doml suoeeeded in 1755, and was 
relieved by Governor Edwards in 1757. 

In 1760, we find Captain Webb as navsl 
governor, and that during his administratum a 
Mr. Scott Blade an in^Sbotual flditempt toop^ an 
intercourse wit^ the Aborigines, or £ed Indums, 
who slau^teied him and his c<»npan]ons. 

In 1761, Governor Graves was left in so un- 
^x>tectad a stale, that a brig was equipped at 
the Bierchants' expense, withguns ; thec<Hn]Band 
given to Lieutenant Neal, andshe wasa^t as a 
convoy to protect the homeward-bound fishing 
vessels. In consequence <>£ this ms^kct or 
oversight, a French squadron arrived in the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Baj^BuOb, on tile 2iik of Ju&e IZfiS^ mi, 
ittyij3g kidded tro^fi,tl»S7prooeedi^ oiner roftds. 
irhich ^rm w&w are soTOetiineft ateiort impass- 
«Ue from h^ and rapid riTulete, to SA^ 
Jdbi'B,* T^ittxe tiief eaptxired tbe €»au&osit 
idkoop-of-imri aad Bixtj^tiiree acddJers, com* 
podog the weak garriaony isifltctod almoat ir- 
n^araUa iajury npcsi tiie trade, aaid took tia^ 
MthertD inviodble station of Oarbdnkr, aad 
the village or town of Trioitf . Tfaej imme- 
diatelj oommeaoed slarfingthening and wpak* 
kng the finrtifioations of St. John's. 

Upon inteliigmee of this disaster, Go^anor 
Graves, who was convoying in the Anteh^ a 
]Mig^ fleet of merchantmen, and was met on 
the Great Bank hy a hired doop, which Captain 

* This road, reaching to Renowes, has been care- 
IWly bridged over the torrents which formerly were 
mmt hazardoua to cross, mie fiilse step oo the step- 
ping-stoacs iovolving certain destruction* It is con- 
templated to continue it, and finish it to Trepassey. 
Along the coast, at present, it is excellent for four 
mSes, good as a bridle path to the Bay of BtiUs, twenty- 
five aiiUSf aad thence froBH hay to hay to fieoowes. 
It will open, with the Hacentia road, access to ail 
the coast of the Atlantic shore on the south of Avalon 
and the great bays of Flacentia, Trinity, Bonavista, 
ftttd Conception^ thus almost encircling with a belt of 
mad the whole peninsula of Avidon. 
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Douglas, who happened to be on a cruise to the 
:southward of the island, and had received the 
news of the appearance of the French fleet, had 
detached to meet him, immediately took mea- 
sures to secure his valuable convoy. He then 
sent the sloop to Ferry land, with a party of 
marines to garrison the Isle aux Bois, where a 
number of the inhabitants had takenrefuge, and 
had fortified it as strongly as they could, and 
thence directed it to proceed to Halifax, with dis- 
patches to Admiral Lord Colville and Sir Jeffry 
Amherst, the commanders of the land and sea 
forces, whilst in the Antelope he repaired to 
Placentia* 

Placentia, once a strongly fortified position, 
was now in ruin, but Governor Graves forth- 
with repaired, as he best could, Forts Frederick 
and Castle Hill, and appointed Captain Douglas 
to superintend the fortifications at Ferryland. 

Monsieur de Temay, the French admiral, 
was all this time very busily employed in the 
harbour of St. John's, with a squadron very 
superior, while at anchor in that secure posi- 
tion, to any which the British commander-in- 
-chief in North America could bring against 
Mm. But Lord Colville did not lose much 
time in looking out for his rival ; and Sir Jeflfry 
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Amherst, the military chief, ordered his bro-^ 
ther, Colonel Amherst, to collect troops from 
Louisbourg, and on the 11th of September 
1762, that officer joined the admiral off St. 
John's, with eight hundred Highlanders and 
some provincial light infantry. 

Lord Colville, having previously recon- 
noitred the Bay of Bulls, now blockaded De 
Temay, by lying off the narrows of St. John, 
out of which harbour one large vessel at a time* 
only, even with the most favourable wind, can 
ever attempt to move. 

The French destroyed the access to Quiddy- 
biddy, a small boat harbour close to St. John's, 
and thus the troops were forced to proceed to» 
Torbay, about seven miles to the northward,, 
where they succeeded in effecting a landing, 
under a most severe and galling fire, the coast, 
excepting in one or two places, being a wall 
of precipices. 

The. French retreated into the woods, and, 
skirmishing- the whole way, with much loss^ 
the British forces drove them onwards until 
they arrived within a mile of St. John's, where 
they attacked and took the pass of Quiddy- 
biddy by storm. Thus they were enabled to 
remove the obstructions which the enemy had 
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craiAed ia tl» entrance of tbe boct hxrbfmty. 
and landed gcmeaDBd stores for tke nttoek up^i 
ike capital 

Tke next ob^ vas t& didodge tiie Frencli 
from tibe hiUr now catted Signal HiH, wlik& 
overlooked Quiddjbiddy, and was separated 
from it bj a small lake, a mileloi^by about a 
quarter in breadtk. I^pial HiU is ffixrroYmded 
by B»ny enmesees df roci:, wkicli rise oat of 
its »de toiwards tids pond, cod each, of theae 
is a strong military post; tbe wb^ monntus 
was, moreover, covered witii brwkwood and » 
low forest,, aad is a mass of Imkatrnd jagged 
rocks, five kondred and ten £eel above the sea, 
near tbe abrupt crest d wiiiefa is one large 
and anotber flma£l pcasd, witb several deep 
gnBeys. 

A stronger post against infantry (for cavalry 
conM not^ be used on it) there con scarcely 
exist, and yet Captain McDonald^ with hm 
Hi^dandars and provin€iak,^gained tte various 
natural obstacfes unobserved, imtil the French 
saw him dnnbing upoifc the very crest of tbe 
position, whick he actually gained amidst 
vcdieys of musketry, the return to which 
speedily convinced his enemy that it was tkne 
to retreat. This daring and oceeUent officer 
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WIS killed, ze tiie moment ei victorj, witk his 
lieutensiit and fenr m^ and dgliteen of tte 
brave asfiailaiitff ware wonnded. 

The Fiendi stitt occupied in foree the posi- 
tion to the weBtiiafd, commanding the tonn 
mA harbour^ as well as that imatediately 
xnida: Signal HiD^ now called Fort WiUiam^ 
which looks into the Narrows* 

On the 16th of Septemher^ Cobnel Amherst^ 
having ooBQiIetel his batteries on Signal HiUy 
near George's and Parson's Pimds, attacked 
the enemj vig<B-oii^^ and took F<art William^ 
which was thm a mere battery and breast- 
work, said, overawing the town bj his gnns on 
Signal Hilly the navy proceeded to clear the 
Narrows of the small vessels, which the French 
admiral had sunk thore to obstruct the channel ; 
and the rest of the guns necessary for con- 
tinuing the operations, as well as the stores, 
were hmded before a vioksit equinoctial gale 
drove Lord Colvilfe off the coast. 

The military or naval reader most be made 
acquainted that the harbour of St. J<^'s is a 
sheet of deep but not broad water, which runs 
at right angles to the Narrows, c»r entrance, 
and is abont a mile in length. The Narrows, 
a third or a fourth of that distance, are 
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bounded bj precipices on the east, by others 
three hundred feet high, and on the west side 
by a mountain somewhat less precipitous, but 
nearly six hundred feet in altitude ; and almost 
inaccessible from the sea coast, on the south. 

The city of St. John's lies on the north side 
of the harbour, and is built on a sloping 
range, which attains no greater elevation than 
perhaps about one hundred feet, flanked to 
the westward by the hill on which the French 
made their stand, out of cannon-shot from the 
English batteries. The south side of the har- 
hour is formed by the high range of mountain 
land above alluded to, which comes down from 
its crest very rapidly to the harbour, and in 
those days was impracticable for cannon, or 
even for troops, owing to its precipitous nature^ 
and from being covered with a low but almost 
impervious forest. 

In September, moreover, frequent fogs ob- 
scure the crest of Signal Hill, and the whole 
harbour, whilst they scarcely affect the town 
or its vicinity. 

The French, therefore, driven to the comer 
of the western part of this military stronghold, 
could have no hope to escape by theroad through 
which they arrived at it, the Bay of Bulls, which 
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they knew had been cut oflF. The country around 
was a mass of bog and forest, and every avenue, 
few in those days, carefully closed; and thus, 
although superior in strength and in material, 
they were completely checkmated. As soon 
as Lord Colville weighed anchor, before a 
storm which would have been his destruction 
had he remained, the French admiral, per- 
ceiving the state of aflFairs, and that the troops 
had hemmed him up in the further end of the 
harbourj took advantage of a dense fog, which 
completely buried in its folds the magiiificent 
basin he was so insecurely anchored in, and, 
under cover of its cloud, passed out of the 
Narrows, towards which his antagonists had 
cleared the way for him by. removing the 
vessels he had sunk, and escaped to sea, leaving 
his troops to fight the matter out as they best 
could. 

Colonel Amherst, on the night of the 17th, 
opened a battery against the French position, 
with one eight-inch mortar and eight smaller 
ones, which the French garrison stoutly re- 
turned. Shells continued to fly between them 
until the 20th, when these brave troops, aban- 
doned by their fleet, capitulated upon honour- 

VOL. I. I 
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ftble teno^and Lord GdviUe, tdio had retained 
to thcharlMNir us sooii as the storm subsided, 
sent them to Brest. 

Thus the Englidi dominion was re-esta- 
Uished in i^ewfoimdland by a handful of men, 
wiio had surmounted difficulties by a perae- 
Teraace which ean only be appreciated l^ 
tiiose who hare examined the scenes of &eir 
toil. 

Captain Macdcoudd and Lieut. Schuyler, 
0f the Jtoyal Americans, were Idlled, and 
Captains Baillie and McK^izie eeve^jr 
wounded, but not above twenty men were lost 
mi ibe ^trt of the English, who fought witii 
unequal numbers against ^me of the best 
troops of Enmce.* 

It would not be doing justice to the devoted 

* The French squadron consisted of the Robuste, 
74 ; L'Eveille^ 64 ; La Garonne, 44 ; La Licorne> dO ; 
and a bomb vessel, widi fifteen hundred sokHers, plenty 
of artiUery, i&nd stores. The British force, origiiialiy 
only of eight hundred soldiers, was divided among the 
garrisons of Placentia, Ferry land, and this expedition. 
The French lost a fine frigate, which was intercepted 
In carrying military stores to Newfoundland, by Captain 
Hervey, afterwards Lord Bnstol, who fell in with her 
in his passage from th^ Havannah. 



I 
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kyaltf of Ihe isetdecs in Jffewfotmdland of tkat 
day, if their exertions were poised over in 
silence, and, amongst the leading men, I were 
not to liotice the admirable conduct of Eobert 
Carter, of Ferryland, a merchant, whote family 
still exists there, and is numerous in the island. 
He supported the fanisoai and inhabitants who 
had Add to the lak aux Bds, (now called the 
Me of Boys,) £*om the 24th of Juzue to the 
9th of October 1762, if proearing proviskms 
and odier nefies^uies when those \articks 
w^ere ^xorbitaiitly dear, and difficult to he 
got at. 

Mr. Ckffles israrlaiid, also, a xtasie well 
known ia tiie colony, who was then a mer- 
chant at Caiibonier, in Conee^on Bay, paid, 
fed, ai^ supported, a detachment of men, 
who gaxiidon^ed a krge battery on an island 
near the mouth of the harbour, and raised 
numaroufi squads of sailors for the temporary 
uses of the fleet. 

The principal employment of Governor 
Graves, on taking re-possession of his com- 
mand, was to affixrd rdief to the sufferers by 
French ocoipatian, and in sending home the 
distressed £shermen who had been left on shore^ 
i2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



116 HISTORY FBOM FIKST ATTEMPT AT 

as well as in providing support for the poor 
during the winter. 

« * « « - « ■ # 

Some marks of the French dominion at St. 
John's still remain: the stone buildings at 
Fort William, it is said, were erected for their 
commander, and were built in a most sub- 
stantial manner, being yet the heaviest and 
strongest stone houses in .the island; some 
chairs, with the fleurnle-lis, which belonged to 
the commandant, are also yet in existence, and 
there are men still living near St. John's 
who remember the battles. In short, the 
year 1762 was a most memorable one in the 
annals of the British colonies. British valour, 
in that year, triumphed in the conquest of 
Martinique and the other Caribbean Islands; 
at the Havannah ; in the Philippines, which 
should have remainedi British provinces; and 
at Newfoundland. 

The celebrated treaty of Paris followed 
these glorious feats, and on the 10th February 
176^, Franceformally yielded to us Nova Scotia, 
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Canada, Cape Breton, and, in short, all the 
new British North American colonies ; in re- . 
turn for which cession of all prior claims, Eng- 
land very unwisely, but very magnanimously, 
confirmed the thirteenth article of the treaty 
of Utrecht, which permitted the French to 
fish and cure fish on the coasts of Newfound- 
land before mentioned; they were also per- 
mitted to fish in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, at 
a distance of three leagues from its shores, and 
fifteen from those of the Island of Cape Breton, 
whilst the rocky islets of St. Pierre and 
Miguelon were made over to them, on condition 
of not erecting any fortifications or mounting 
any guns thereon. 

A new addition to the government of New- 
foundland was also made, by placing all the 
coast of Labrador to Hudson's Straits under 
the orders of its governor, who was now 
styled " Governor and Commander-in-Chief in 
and over the Island of Neyrfbundland, in North 
America, and of all the coast of Labrador, 
from the entrance of Hudson's Straits to the 
Kiver St. John's, opposite the west end of the 
Island of Anticosti, including that island, with 
any other small islands on the said coast of 
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Labrador; also the Island of Madekdne^iu the 
Gulf cf St Lawience, and of all £»rt8 a&d 
garriaona erected or established, or tiiat sliatt 
b^ erected or eataUiaked, in tha aaidiala»dy or 
on the coast of Labrador, within the Umita 
aforesaid." 

The resident population had nim reached t» 
upwarda of seven thonsand, and thirteen thou* 
sand eteven handred and twel^ in all, weca 
emplojed on the diores, in the fishery, or in 
buainess connected with it, or in tiie fiuyhuntr 
ing of the interior, whilst four hundred sail of 
vessels carried on the trade with the motih^r 
country and Britisk America, and En^and 
was now actively engaged in fostering it; Bet 
fast, Cork, and Waterford, in Ireland, were 
now emineTit fishery porta. 

Amidst all this addition to its resounds, 
NewfouniHand was troubled by the eag^nesa 
of the French jpvemment to obtaia.tiie mastery 
of the shore fisheries, and by a claim set iq) ta 
extend tiie Erendi coast from Point l^ebs to 
Cape Bay, or for two hundred miles more of 
the western shores of the island; this, howevac, 
was disalbwed, and the Board of Trade be* 
stirred itsdf in representations to tha king, 
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shewing tibe rtist importaiiGe of ^e Brityi 
rights, and the nature of the trade* 

In 1764, Obtain Hugh Palliser wx sent 
out as goyemor, and as the IVeneh had de-* 
tached men-of-war to St. Pi^rr© and SCgnelon, 
it was recommei]ded that tiie fc^s in New- 
fonndlaiid shonld be repaired, and eveiyliiing 
placed in readiness, in case of hostilities^ or 
aggres»ons» 

Captain Palliser^s administrattion wa& an 
active one, and the roles and orders he drew 
up for the conduct of the fishery wore after- 
wards passed into a law. In the months of 
March and May 1764, the commissioner of 
the Customs issued deputations, appointing a 
collector and comptroller at Newfoundland in 
place of tiie naval officer whose duties hav« 
been lra*etofi>rfr mentioned. 

Newfoundland had hiAerto hem. recognised 
merely as a fishing station ; but in consequence 
of the previous seizure of some vessels in which 
foreigners were engaged, it was declared to be 
one of his majestjr's colonies, or " plantations," 
as they were then styled, and on the 5th of 
June 1765, it was reeommaided by the Board 
of Trade that the- navigation lows i^ould be 
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therefore extended to it, which was accord- 
ingly done. 

This additional strength to the local govern- 
ment was xaet by the merchants at home and 
the fishing adventurers with clamour and 
complaint, and the fees of the Customs' de- 
partment were evaded or resisted as much s^ 
possible. 

Governor Palliser next endeavoured to define 
the rights of propierty in the island, the which 
had embarrassed his predecessors, who had 
imdergone much vexatious exposure to law- 
suits, for what they had done respecting the 
fishing-stages and ship's rooms. He also 
vigorously opened the free fishery on the coasts 
of Labrador, where he had to contend against 
exclusive claims for posts and stations, in con- 
sequence of grants made illegally by the 
governors of Canada, and he ejected the 
British American inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing colonies, who were actively concerned in 
some of these settlements. 

All these acts brought down upon Governor 
Palliser a mass of complaint, which led to 
inquiries occupying nearly four years, and 
although he carried most of his points, yet, in 
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consequence of the seal-fishery at this time pur- 
sued in Labrador requiring a more resident po- 
pulation than that of the cod or salmon, and 
that it would have been unjust to deprive the 
persons altogether who claimed under Canadian 
grants, Labrador was again separated from 
Newfoundland, and annexed to the province of 
Quebec by the act of George IIL, statute 14, 
cap. 3, in 1774. 

The memory of Captain Palliser, afterwards 
Sir Hugh,* requires more than a passing 

* Cook^ the immortal navigator, first entered the 
navy as a volunteer, in the Eagle, of 60 guns, to which 
Captain Palliser was soon afterwards appointed, in 
October 1755. By his interest and that of Cook's 
friends, as well as his own merits, ' he obtained a 
master's warrant, on the lOth May 1759, or only 
four years after entering the navy as a common 
sailor. Palliser was his steady friend, and Cook join- 
ing the fleet for Quebec in the Mercury, was employed 
in reconnoitring by Admiral Saunders, at the Cap- 
tain's recommendation, as well as in making a chart of 
the St. Lawrence, which to this day is the best, al- 
though it is said that Cook had never before used a pencil, 
and knew nothing of drawing. On the 22nd Sept. 1759^ 
he was appointed, by Lord Colville, as before mentioned ^ 
master of the Northumberland, his flag-ship; and being 
at Halifax during the winter, he applied himself to^ 
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notice. He uras one of the most enHghtened 
and acthre of the naval govemore of Neir^ 
fJmndland; and althpngh seyerelj wonnded in 
the leg, when yonng, in the Mediterranean, and 
constantly snhject to pain from the incoraWe 
nature of that wound, which ended in his 

read Eadid and to the study of. aateonomy » and all the 
other branches of science useful to. a seaman. He 
went with the admiral, in September 1762, in the ex- 
pedition to recapture Newfoundland from die French, 
and having shewn great activity and diligence in sur* 
veying Placentia harbour and fortifications, Captain 
Graves, then governor of Newfoundland, was struck 
with his sagacity, formed a friendship for him, and 
employed him wherever the expedition went, in no* 
ticing the coast and navigation of the seas there* 
In 1762, Cook went to England, but returned with 
his patron, Gaptain Graves, who, as governor, obtained 
with difficulty an order for the establishment of a 
naval survey of Newfoundland, and got Cook ap« 
pointed to carry it on. He surveyed St. Pierre and 
Miguelon, previous to the surrender of those islands to 
the French. Cook again returned home, and in 1764 
Sir Hugh Palliser, his steady friend, having been 
made governor, he went out with him to continue the 
survey, having received a commission as marine sur- 
veyor of Newfoundland and Labrador, on the 18th 
of April 1764, with the Grenville schooner to attend 
him. In this arduous service he continued until the 
winter of 1767. His surveys are the only existing 
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d&xthy air aoLadvaaaoed. ag^ in 17%^ ke waa 
inde^fttlgable^ and aoqnired am]^ kn<)wledge 
o£ eTerjrthing rdiatiflg to tiie fidieary trade. 
His govearaittmt was coudacted with mode- 
raiioiL acid hnxoanltj^ and although he. had to 
deal withaTwy intractable race^yet, bypatiently 
inTestigatifig' the abuses which were as rife as 

ones, and be, moreover, explored the interior in many 
dibectioiiSy aod laid down several large lakes. He aka 
observed an eclipse of the sun at one of the Bur- 
goo islands^ naar Cape Eay» in latitude 47° 36' 19'' 
north, on the 5th August 1766* His observation 
was sent to the Royal Society, and published in a short 
paper k» the 57th volume of the Philosophical TrtDsac* 
tioi^ ; and the same edipte having: been obsesved at 
Oxford, the lon^udfi of that part of Newfoiwdland 
was well settled, and Cook first obtained the character of 
being an aUe mathematician. Some of his survey marks 
stin exist on that partof the ceast. His subseqnenteareer 
is well known, but the above aeeount, abridged front 
Kippis' Life of Captain Cook, cannot fail to be inte* 
resting to every Newfoundlander; and it is to be 
hoped that some means will be taken to preserve the 
survey marks on the sonth*west side of the island, 
or at least the most pronatnent of them ; for iadepen?-^ 
dently of Cook's general fame,, he has been the greatest 
friend to Newfoundland that it ever had?— his accurate 
chart of it, and its seas, having made its importance 
very clear. 
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ever, he succeeded in eflfecting much relief for 
the poor fishermen, and in carrying through 
afterwards, by his advice, the act of George III., 
statute 15, cap. 31, 1775, commonly called 
"Sir Hugh Palliser's Act," which, while it 
assisted the British merchant in his sliip 
fishery, enforced the payment of wages to the 
fishermen, and provided a heavy penalty, 
hitherto wanting, to oblige the masters of 
vessels to secure the return of the seamen to 
England. 

This was as ill received as it was kindly 
meant ; and, in Chief Justice Reeve's day, the 
merchants complained that such was its rigour 
towards them, that it was with the greatest 
difficulty they could carry on the fishery. It, 
however, secured the right of British European 
subjects to the exclusive privilege of drying 
fish in Newfoundland, and gave several boun- 
ties encouraging the fishery ; it controlled the 
frequently atrocious conduct of the masters of 
vessels towards their seamen, in the payment 
of wages in articles of supply instead of 
money; and gave the fishing sailors a lien 
or prior claim on the fish-oil for their due 
payment, empowering the Court of Session 
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and Vice* Admiralty with competent juris- 
diction. 

In 1769, Captain Palliser was succeeded by 
Captain the Honourable John Byron, so well 
known for the talents he exhibited in the 
voyages of discovery under Anson and to the 
unexplored regions of the southern hemisphere, 
in 1764, 1765, and 1766. He is said to 
have conducted his government with equal 
zeal and ability as his predecessor, and was 
the first governor who appears to have taken 
a lively interest in the aborigines, or Red 
Indians, who were ruthlessly massacred on every 
possible occasion by the barbarous furriers j 
he issued a proclamation for their protection, 
which the then lawless vagabonds of the north- 
eastern coasts cared very little about. He 
was succeeded, in 1772, by Commodore Moli- 
neaux, afterwards Lord Shuldham.* 

During several preceding years, or from 
about 1764, the spirit of insurrection, which 
had so largely developed itself on the neigh- 
bouring continent, had been manifested in 

* In whose admiDistration the Wesleyan Methodists 
obtained their first footing, by the Rev. Lawrence 
Couglane, a clergyman of the Established Church, 
having introduced Methodism. 
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Kewfofmdland, in amsequestice <^ the freqn^t 
communication between the colonies, vrMsh 
had siq^iied her with provisioos and goods to 
a vast ammal amount, in return for her oil 
and fish. 

In 1765, disturbances had occurred inOon- 
cepti<m Bay and in St John's; political excite* 
ment was used to cov^ fresb attacks upon 
the new customs r^ulations. It appears tiiat 
the collector was under the ord^is of a superior 
resident at Boston, aiMl as that port was one 
of the first to resist taxation by the mother 
country^ so, in like manner, St. Jdm's loudly 
denounced the introduction of duties on the 
free fishery, which had been protected from the 
€arly times of the 2nd and 3rd of Edward VI., 
and those of Charles II., by an act passed in 
the fifteenth year of his reign, all of whiA 
made it illegal to exact admiralty fees on the 
fishing vessels, or tolls, duties, or dues of any 
kind, on the fish. 

Memorials were accordingly addressed to 
the king, but the petitioners forgot that New- 
foundland had been declared " a plantation,'^ 
and that kt least the goods and ;provisions re- 
quired for the settlers were liable. to duties for 
the support of the civil powers. €ommod(H'e 
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Midineaxu: vr^ ordered to ^nforoe the payment 
of the customs duties at the several harbours^ 
iiGcording to a table sent out to him, and this, 
regulation was to continue in force from the 
date of his assmnption of the government. 

The coUector, in 1763, having got involved 
in a civil action, was proceeded against, and^ 
by a decisdon of the Court of Vice-Admiralty, 
Jiis office was stated to be an illegal one, a& 
"it was doubtful whether Newfoundland was^ 
included in the acts of parliament refi^cting 
Hie officers of the customs in the colonies of 
America." This expression of opinion wi» 
backed by the^incipal merchants. 

The passing of tlie Stamp Act laad blown 
spaiiLS from the embers of revolution, but the 
Tea Duty Act lit nj) a flame whidi consumed 
all traces^ of reciprocal feelings of amity be- 
tween England and sudx o£ her transatlantic 
colonies as were ready to ta^e advantage of 
French assistance. 

The absence of the usual intercourse be- 
tween the revolted colonies and Newfoundland^ 
of course Boon put a stop to the continued 
excitoa^t k^t up by the emissaries of the 
former, and, once clear of this continued action^ 
the good sense of the inhabitants, as well as 
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their interests, caused them manfully to stand 
out for the flag of Old England. 

But they did not do this without the most 
painful privations — ^privations felt to this hour ; 
for the first congress, in the plenitude of power, 
and not in retaliation for injuries received from 
the island, passed a decree on the 5th of Sep- 
tember 1774, which informed the British 
nation that "they had suspended all inter- 
<M)urse of trade by importation, and that un- 
less their grievances were redressed, they 
would likewise discontinue their exports to 
her possessions." 

The second congress carried this measure 
out against the unoffending Newfoundlanders, 
on the 17th of May 1775, and against all the 
neighbouring British colonies, ineffectually as 
regarded some of them, but horribly effectual 
as respected this island. 

Newfoundland had increased in wealth, in 
population, and in respectability as a colony, 
^nd was proceeding with vigour to take its 
place amidst the principal ones, when it re- 
<5eived this check. Vessels were detached from 
the fishery immediately, and sent to Ireland 
in ballast, to procure provisions ; and the ex- 
tent of this sudden demand on the mother 
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country may be imagined, when it is stated 
that the present United States then furnished 
Newfoundland with produce to the annual 
amount of all her imports from Great Britain 
and Ireland, or nearly 350,000/. sterling. 

To meet the first decree of Congress, the 
British parliament passed an act, 15 George III., 
cap. 10, by which the revolting colonies were 
excluded from the Newfoundland fisheries, 
and a supplementary one declaratory of non- 
intercourse. 

Scarcity and want now prevailed to an 
alarming degree, and the face of society was 
covered with a veil of gloom and despondency, 
which was subsequently increased by the 
appearance of American privateers off the 
coast, whose masters were so well acquainted 
with the harbours that they would run in and 
make prizes of vessels lying at the wharfs. 

The year 1775 was remarkable as having 
been the era of distress of another kind, arising 
from natural causes ; one of the most severe 
storms which ever assailed the island and its 
neighbouring banks, caused the destruction of 
hundreds of fishing boats and numbers of 
large vessels, and not fewer than three hun- 
dred men perished. The sea rose, as it is 

VOL. I. K 
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said, suddenly, twenty feet f^ve its nsn&t 
level, and thus caused immense destruction on 
the land as well as in the harbours. 

Commodore Bobert Duff was goTemor 
during this awful year, and issued some salu- 
tary regulations, founded on Sir Hugh Pal- 
lisar's act, for the security of the trade, in 
July, 1775, and protected the rising salmon 
fisheries at Gander Bay, the Bay of Exploits, 
Freshwater Bay, and other stations on the 
north eastern coast. 

Commodore Duff was succeeded in 1776 by 
the first admiral appointed as governor, wlio 
received this honour in consequence of die 
vigour with which it was necessary to watch 
the American aggressions. 

Rear Admiral Montague issued a proclamar 
tion on the 6th of May, 1776, for the better 
protection of the Red Indians, by order of the 
king, in which his majesty expressed his ab- 
horrence of ihe inhuman barbarities with^ 
which they had been treated by the Europeans, 
and it directed that any furrier or other per- 
sons mur^ing these hitherto unprotected 
people, should be sent to England for Irial. 

But the admiral's time was more closely 
occupied in affairs of nearer moment, for on 
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the ITtih of Aprils 1776^ t^e oongrei^ had 
issued letters of marque, and on the 4th of 
July, in the same year^ declarcd the thirteem 
Umted States a free and indep^deat nation. 
France now took an active part in the struggle, 
and all the Frendi ships, wheth^ df war or 
trade, left Use island early in the Octoher of 
1777, by order from Versailles; «nd on the 
6th of February, 1778, a treaty, c^faosive and 
defensive, betwe^ France bs^ lihe United 
States of America, was cos^Iuded. 

Rear admiral Mostague had been promoted 
to a vice-a&oniral, and his first act was to 
capture St. Pierre and Miguelon, and to send 
1932 of the French, found redding tibtere, to 
France, and to swei^ the seas of l^e priva- 
teers.* 

Bear- Admiral Edwards succeeded to the 
government in 1779, andCTiployedhis squadron 

* During his administrationi a presbyterian minis- 
ter first officiated in Newfoundland ; and a copper mine 
was opened at Shoal Bay, near Petty Harbour, but it 
did not answer the expectationa formed of it. Captain 
Sir James Peart, of the Royal Navy, not long since re- 
commenced operations on the same spot^ but his death 
in 1840 again suspended them. The reins are small, 
in a hard, schistose rock, and appear to be carbonates. 
K 2 
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in capturing French and American privateers, 
and fishing craft, in which it is stated that he 
was extremely successful. 

Vice-Admiral John Campbell, who was 
naval governor in 1782, was celebrated for 
his prowess, in the action with Admiral 
Conflans, in 1759. He was an officer of 
amiable manners, and gave so much satisfac- 
tion at home that he continued four years in 
this lucrative and important command, which, 
according to some accounts, he owed in a great 
measure to the talent, zeal, and industry of 
his secretary, Mr. Aaron Graham,* who filled 
that office with such credit that his name is 
still remembered with respect; and that he 
had an arduous one, may be conceived from 
the circumstance of the English nation en- 
joying the exclusive control of the fishery in 
1782, when the board of trade and planta- 
tions was abolished, and it was not until 1784 
that a committee of council was appointed in 
England to manage its former duties. 

In 1783, the treaty of peace permitted the 

* Mr. Graham was afterwards a well known police 
magistrate in London* 
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citizens of the United States to fish on the 
^former footing, but they were permitted, like- 
wise, to cure and dry only in the " unsettled 
bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova Scotia, 
the Magdalen Islands, and Labrador." The 
French fishery was limited, also, to Cape St 
John, instead of Cape Bonavista, on the 
eastern shore, as had been allowed by the 
treaty of Utrecht, and thence, however, was 
extended to Cape Ray, instead of Point Riche, 
on the western coast. 

In 1785, the exportations from the United 
States to Newfoundland were limited to bread, 
stuffs, corn, and live stock, in British bottoms 
only. The resident inhabitants of Newfound- 
land had now reached the number of 10,244, 
and they had 8034 acres of land under culti- 
vation; but they still suffered the more, as 
their numbers increased, from the want of an 
adequate system for the administration of 
justice other than that afforded by merchant 
captains, and by naval commanders; so that 
frequent memorials from the settlers were for- 
warded, and frequent discussions in parliament 
occurred in consequence, particularly respect- 
ing the right to landed property and ships' 
rooms. 
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In 1786, Bear- Admiral £lliot was appoiBted 
gOTeriKn*.* In tbis officer's administration,, 
tbe act of 26 6e<»ige III., cap. 26, was passed, 
continuing the bounties on the fidtery for ten 
years, and improving the former act, alnidg- 
ing the powers of Ae court of vice-admiralty, 
and declaring that the court of Session was to 
hear and determine exclusively matters he* 
tween master and servant. This was vehe- 
mently opposed by the judge of vice-admiralty 
and his deputies, and the abilities of tite pro- 
vincial se<apetary, Mr. Oraham, were severely 
tried, as well the patience of the gov«iior, 
who is stated to have been prudent, intdli- 
gent, and firm. Anspach remarks, that the 
records of the court at St. John's and Har- 
bour Grace exhibited an ^'audacious and 
persevering resistance to the arrangements 
introduced by the new act, which almost ex- 
ceeds credibility." But although Govemw 
Elliot was very far from completely succeed- 

* la whose wliiiintstration Dr. Jamei O'Doonell 
was sent e«it| with the «]BpoiDCaieiit of {Hrefect and 
Ticar apostolic of the Roman-catholic church. He 
was afterwards raised to a bishopric, and spent twenty« 
three years in the island, retiring on a pension from 
the Government, after a very meritorious career. 
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ing in this important work, he materially con- 
tributed to facilitate the more effectual im- 
proyements which were afterwards made bj 
Chief Justice Reeves. He was ablj sQp[>orted 
in this task by his secretary, ]i&. Graham, 
and by Captains Edward Packenham and 
fiobert Carthew Reynolds, who were em- 
ployed as his surrogates in the principal out- 
harbours. 

This disgusting and vexatious state of 
affairs was in a sUght measure remedied by 
the commission given to Admiral Mark Mil- 
banke^ who succeeded as governor in 1789, 
and who was empowered to destroy the ex- 
tensive jurisdiction of the Vice-admiralty and 
Court of Session, by establishing a Court of 
Common Pleas. The judge of the Yice-admi- 
ralty had been removed in consequence of his 
opposition, and now the registrar of that 
court, much more contumacious, was sent off 
likewise by the spirited secretary. But no- 
thing could please the discontent^ holders of 
former power, and a continued stream of peti- 
tions assailed the home government, until at 
length the king was advised, in 1790, to 
direct the government to appoint a flourt of 
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Civil Jurisdiction, with extensive and defined 
powers; and at last, in 1791, a biU was 
brought into parliament for the institution of 
such a court pennanentlj, consisting of a chief 
justice appointed by the crown, and two 
assessors appointed by the governor; but 
this was* limited to one year, or, in other 
words, until its merits and capabilities to 
conquer the storm of opposition, and to intro- 
duce order and regularity into the island, had 
been fairly tried. 

In 1792, another act was passed in conse- 
quence of this experiment, creating the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature of the island of 
Newfoundland for one year also, and Chief 
Justice Keeves, a man of sound legal know- 
ledge and extensive acquirements, was sent 
out, with directions to open it, and on his 
return in the winter to England, to draw up a 
statement of the condition of the fisheries, the 
customs and usages of the courts of justice, 
and, in short, to afibrd every information upon 
the colony to the home government. 

Assisted by the secretary's local knowledge, 
and by his own firmness, prudence, and 
popular manners, he soon, as Anspach ob- 
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serves, silenced all impertinence, and shamed 
all attempts at opposition in the capital, and 
proceeding to Conception Bay, he examined 
into a most disgraceful state of things, as 
respected the administration of the laws there, 
and caused Captain Graham Moore to be sent 
to hold a surrogate court.* 

We must not pass over this, the first chief 
justice of Newfoundland, without advising aU 
those who desire to make themselves ac- 
quainted with the legal history of the island^ 
to peruse the interesting work he published in 
1793, under the title of the " History of the 
Government of Newfoundland." 

In consequence of the information which he 
collected, the act of the 33rd George III., 
cap. 76, was passed in June, 1793, by which 
the supreme court was established, and the 
administration of the laws placed on surer 
grounds, so as to pave the way for that of 

* Surrogate courts were, until 1809, courts held by- 
virtue of an act passed in 1792, empowering the go- 
yernor to appoint naval officers, to hold courts at the 
out-harbours, and to give these courts the same power 
as the supreme court, excepting for cases above forty 
pounds, when appeals lay to that tribunal. These 
officers were called << floating surrogates,*' and, as may 
be imagined, administered the law after the naval code. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1S8 HISTORY JTSOH f IKaT ATTEMn AT 

1809^ of the 49th George III., cap. 27, hy 
which this court and the district courts were 
permaxtentlj constituted and made peipetuaL 
In this year. Governor King held ibe reins of 
pow^, bat was succeeded in 1794 bj Goyemor 
Sir James Wallace, and he in 1797 was re- 
placed by Vice- Admiral WaldqpraTe.* 

Admiral Wallace's administration is chiefly 
marked by the attempt of a French squadron 
of nine sail of die line, and several other mi^i- 
of-war, under Admiral Bichery, to bum the 
fishing village in the Bay of Bulls, and to 
alarm St. John's, whidi had no otber results 
than the destructicm of the village, stoteSj and 
fishing-craft in the Bay of Bulls* 

Admiral Waldegrave, afterwards Lord Bad- 
stock, rendered his administration remarkable 
by his zeal lor the public welfure, by his 
strenuous efforts to counteract the insidious 
and hateful poison which ^^Paine's Age of 
Eeason" and " The Bights of Man" were 
working in the small, and not very educated 
community he ruled over, and by his munifi- 

* The Crow's Nest, an important military post^ of 
striking features, in the view of the harbour of St. John, 
is named Wallace's Battery ; under which, half way 
down the precipice, is Waldegrave's Battery. 
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ceot and earful protection of tke intorests of 
religion and the due administration of tlie 
laws. He built a new churcli, patronized the 
formation of schoob, and Irft a nsuae lasting 
in the i^mories of those disposed to perpe- 
tuate good government^ moralit7y and ord^.* 
Notwithstanding the bloody and vindictive 
war tiien raging in Europe between England 
and France, Newfoundland rose in wealth, in- 
creased in population, and assumed a station 
of great importance; and it has been esti- 
mated, that in 1795 and 1796, the amount c£ 
propa'tj vested in the fishery of cod, salm<»i, 
and seals, was not less than a million and a 
half sterling. Yet, still settlement was dis- 
couraged, and those who remained in winter, 
were chiefly persons concerned in trade, or 
too poor to make the annual voyage home. 
The state of society at this period is most 
ably and most amusingly described by the 
Rev. Lewis Anspach, who was enticed to settle 
at St« John's, by some leading persons, in order 
to q^en a school, in consequence of resi^utions 
entered into in 1798, under the auspices of 

* The chief justice, by whom he was abljr asswted,. 
was Richard Routh, Esq. 
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the governor, the chief justice, and principal 
officials and inhabitants. 

Grovemor Pole assumed the administration 
in 1800, and was succeeded by Admiral Gam- 
bier, who was appointed to the government of 
Newfoundland in 1802. The character of 
this governor is well known. He promoted 
the interests of the colony to the utmost of 
his power, fostered the education of the people, 
and left the name of a mild and equitable 
man. The treaty of Amiens was signed early 
in this year, by which the French were re- 
instated in their possessions of Miguelon and 
St. Pierre, and in their concurrent rights of 
fishery. A regiment of volunteers, which had 
been raised in the colony under the name of 
the Newfoundland Fencibles, and which had 
been very efficient, was now disbanded; but 
the short peace soon rendered it necessary to 
reorganize it under the title of the New- 
foundland Light Infantry, when it was ex- 
tended *to a thousand men, and placed under 
the command of Colonel Skinner. The French 
were again dispossessed, the squadron made 
many and most valuable captures, an im- 
mense quantity of dried fish was seized, 
and Newfoundland again flourished more and 
more. 
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In Admiral Gamblers administration, a 
female Red Indian was brought to St. John's, 
who will be treated of hereafter. 

He was succeeded by Admiral Sir Erasmus 
Gower, in 1804, and during these adminis-^ 
trations, several Sunday schools were esta- 
blished, law was more perfectly settled in 
its operations at the out-ports, and benevolent 
Irish societies were formed, both at St. John's, 
and in Conception Bay, for the relief of the 
poor fishermen and settlers. 

Admiral Holloway was appointed to the 
command of the fleet, and governor of the 
island, in 1807, and in the next year, the first 
newspaper was printed in Newfoundland.* A 
volunteer militia was formed in this year, for 
the defence of the capital and island, and a 
post office was instituted, but no regular 
packet or mail. 

Labrador was also re-annexed to the go- 
vernment of Newfoundland, with Anticosti,- 
and an act of Parliament in 1809, rendered 

♦ " The Royal Gazette and Newfoundland Adver- 
tiser," was published first on the 27th August, 1807, by 
Mr. John Ryan, and still continues as the official govern- 
ment paper, under the title of the " Royal Gazette." 
Mr. Ryan has Mr. Withers associated with him at St^ 
John's. 
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the supreme and othor local courte of justice 
penuanent. An ineffectual attempt was also 
made by Lieutenant Spratt, B.N., to open 
an intercouTse with the Bed Indians, and 
such was the scarcity of fresh proyisions, in 
consequence of the prohibition of export from 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward's 
Island, that Groyemor Hdloway issued a pro- 
clamation to license the supply of cattle, corn, 
and fruit from the Westam Islands. 

Vice Admiral, Sir John Thomas Duck- 
worth, was appointed governor in 1810. He 
visited some of the out-harbours, and renewed 
the proclamation of 1775, for the protection 
of the Red Indians, and sent an exploring 
party to cultivate friendship with them, und^ 
Lieut. Buchan, B.N., who lost two nikarines at 
the Bay of Exploits, where he had left them 
as a guard, at an apparently abandoned camp, 
whilst he and his party went to visit another 
station. On his return, he found his two 
soldiers decapitated, and that the savages had 
utterly fled. 

In 1811, an act of parliament was passed, 
authorizing the holding of surrogate courts 
in Labrador. The governor offered a bonus 
of 100/. to any person who should bring 
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about a friendly understanding with the Red 
Indians. 

By the act above mentioned, the harbour 
shores of St. John's were cleared of an in- 
tolerable evil. The ships' rooms occupied 
the whole beach, and having become almost 
useless, continued a source of everlasting dis- 
pute and contention. They were now thrown 
open, by lease for thirty years, to public 
competition, divided into building and water 
lots; and several very judicious measures were 
adopted to secure the town from fire, as well 
as to improve its appearance, it being at that 
time a confused mass of narrow streets and 
irregular blocks of wooden hovels and buildings. 
From this period may be dated the present city, 
which still has many serious imperfections, 
and has frequently been almost destroyed by 
fire, but invariably rises, like the phoenix, 
brighter and better from its ashes, — stone and 
brick houses, and wide streets, taking the 
place of the wretched wooden dwellings of 
former times, and infectious disorders, then so 
frequent, giving way before increasing clean- 
liness, and the natural salubrity of the cli- 
mate. 

The year 1812 is remarkable as the epoch 
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of the declaration of war by the United States 
of America against Great Britain. On the 17th 
of June, St. John's was put in the best state 
of defence, and the North American fleet, 
consisting of three sail of the line, twenty-one 
frigates, and thirty-seven sloops, brigs, and 
schooners of war, rendered any attack from 
the enemy, either French or American, hope- 
less. The numerous and splendid convoys, 
the exclusive possession of the bank fishery, 
and the immense trade now carried on, made 
the little capital a most important and wealthy 
place, and large fortunes were soon achieved ; 
but the treaty of Paris in 1814 put a stop to 
this enviable state of things, as far as New- 
foundland was concerned. 

In 1813, Vice- Admiral Sir Richard Good- 
win Eeats was governor, and it has been com- 
puted that just before the close of the second 
American war in 1814, the exports of fish 
alone were valued at two millions four hundred 
thousand pounds sterling ; 192,000 pounds' 
worth of train oil were exported, besides 
20,000 quintals of salted fish in barrels ; 
156,000 seal skins, valued at five shillings 
each; 4666 tons of seal oil, at 36/. per ton; 
besides salmon, mackerel, furs, and berries, 
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worth 10,000/. more: altogether amounting 
to about 2,848,976/. sterling for exports. 
As may be readily supposed, however, in so 
isolated a position, the necessaries of life were 
high; flour was eight pounds per barrel; pork, 
upon which, with fish and biscuit, the sailors 
chiefly exist, was 12L a barrel; butter, 3^. 
a pound, and biscuit 6/. the hundred weight. 
Fresh meat, as there was little or no pas- 
turage then, was scarcely to be had, and 
for want of com, poultry was exorbitantly 
dear. Hay for the few cows or horses kept 
by the military or chief inhabitants, for there 
were no roads, was brought from Prince 
Edward's Island, or Nova Scotia, and has 
been known to rise in value as high as 30/. 
a ton. 

Admiral Pickmore was appointed governor, 
in succession to Sir Eichard Keats. On Mon- 
day, the 12th of February, 1816, the capital 
was almost destroyed by fire, and such was 
the consequent distress of the poor, that the 
neighbouring colonies and the city of Boston, 
in the United States, supplied them with 
food gratuitously. 

The years 1816 and 1817 were unusually 

VOL. I. L 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



146 Hisrofti ncm msr atdsmr at 

difftreaaii^ to the wMbtsl Tht great fire,, is 
the fbnaer^ at St. JohnTsy aod tfaae fidbne cf 
tbe harf«9taiainaiijportbBS<tf Euiropem 
lattar^ Beaped misery i^xoa miseEy^ fsr the 
mHrchaola wbo held stocks^ of ]iKOT»0ns on 
Iiond, faroseeing the im|MSsildlity cf prooq^ 
pajmeat, contracted the usual credit sjstemy 
and thapopolafie, ddveffi tadespair^ de^@ratdy 
attempted to take tbat which was otikermse 
cot of their readb Yohiziteer oompames vem 
raised^ tor {Hrevent total nxin^ aod ecHmastteea 
of relief iiere ala& formed, to dole oofe food at 
skated periods. The beses by fire are stated 
to have aMDunted,. ia St. John's^ t& upwards of 
lOO^OOOj. ^crMug, aod fifteen himir^ peoffe 
were driiPQO^ in the most iod^neist aeaao& ci 
the Newfoundland winter, to seek fresh hcsBea 
on board the shi^Msg in the harbour, or wher- 
e^r th^ could find shelter. Fortunati^ the 
exertions of the seamest aad troops preserved 
tiifi great warehouses and magaarines,^ althou^ 
a hurxi^uxe from the soutfareast waabl!Owing^at 
the time,, and thus a town^ then eontainij^ 
twelre tkmsaaid inhabitants^ without est^ior 
resources, shut in by the ice (m its eoasts^ and 
withoiit an intcxior to resort t% was saved. 
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I7iiti]l the year 1811^ no btnlding eoiild be 
erected in any part of NewfouiBdland without 
^ pexmissbn of the goTemor^ in ca*da* to pre- 
¥eat ttnneeessarj settlement, and to protect the 
fishing adventiurersy as weE as to provide fer 
the return of the mariners engaged in it to 
Britain* It was no^r evident enough that the 
utmost e:xertion oi the local goTemment was 
requisite to preserve the capital from similar 
destruction, and measures were accordingly 
adopted to m£[»-oe the building regulations. 

The British parliam^t was appealed to, and 
hy statements made to it, it appeared that the 
popuktioii of Newfoundland had, by the unex- 
ampled prosperity produced from the exclusive 
fishery carried on during the war, reach^ to 
nearly eighty thousand, whilst eight hun- 
dred vessels were employed in the t3*ade, and 
the revenue of two miBions annually had been 
yidded; but the fire, the scarcity in Europe, 
and tihe peace, had so altered its cbrcumstances, 
that one mareantik house in Conception Bay 
alone had sunk 20,000/., and poverty and 
want raged amongst ti^ poo9*er classes. 

Government immediately vested Admiral 
Pickmore, who is represented to have been a 
man of humane disposition and amiable quali- 
l2 
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ties, with discretionaxy powers, and forwarded 
relief to the sufferers. 

But St. John's was fated to experience an 
increase of misery; for on the 7th of No- 
vember, 1817, another immense portion of 
the city was destroyed by fire, with a large 
supply of provisions and goods in the ware- 
houses; thirteen merchants' establishments, and 
one hundred and forty dwelling-houses, occu- 
pied by one thousand one hundred persons, were 
totally consumed. The value of the property 
thus destroyed was near five hundred thousand 
pounds sterling ; and to increase the privations 
of those who escaped, another fire broke out on 
the 21st of the same month, by which fifty-six 
more houses were burnt down to the ground, 
besides several of the merchants' storehouses. 

Admiral Pickmore laid an embargo upon all 
vessels and craft in the harbour, in order to 
ascertain the quantity of provisions left, which 
was found not to be sufficient to meet the de- 
mand until the ensuing spring. Many of 
those who could get away, accordingly soon 
afterwards sailed to the neighbouring colonies 
or harbours, or went home to Great Britain. 

The spring of 1818 was remarkable for the 
intensity of the frost, which, in general, in the 
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southern parts of the island, is not severe, 
owing to its insular position; but this year the 
harbour was frozen over on the 10th of Fe- 
bruary, and an enormous impenetrable barrier 
of ice shut out all approach to the coasts. The 
months of January, February, and March, ex- 
hibited this unusual severity of frost, without 
much interval of milder weather, and had it 
not been that a previous supply of food had 
arrived, destitution, famine, and death would 
have almost annihilated the city. 

In the midst of this severe winter, which 
has been stated to have equalled, in snow and 
frost, that of Greenland, the respected Governor, 
Admiral Pickmore, died. He had been the first 
naval officer who had been directed to remain 
on the island during the winter season; and, 
by a singular fatality, he was the first out of a 
succession of administrators, for sixty-eight 
years, to fall on his post. His body was placed 
in the vaults of the church, and subsequently 
carried to England, and he was succeeded, in 
1818, by Vice- Admiral Sir Charles Hamilton. 

Sir Charles was the first permanently resident 
civil governor, and occupied the old wooden 
government house, since pulled down, in Fort 
Townsend. During the early part of his admi- 
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nistratioQ the affiiirs of the island b^gia to 
bri^ten: the cod and seal £dieiies prov^ 
unusaally snooessfnl in 1818, and the chan^ 
which had now taken place, so faTonraUeto 
commerce in England, iras sensiHy felt in her 
long sufficing colony, whilst St. John's began 
to rise from its ashes, and stone dwefling-hooses 
and stores were everywhere erccting. 

In 1819, an Indian female was captured and 
brought to St John's, but on smding her back 
to her tribe she died, so that the intended 
communication with the Red Indians was 
frustrated. She was named Mary March, and 
Hie inhuman mode of her capture will be ad- 
verted to under the chapter of this work in 
which the unfortunate aborigines will be 
treated of* 

The administration of justice was still &r 
from perfect, although administered, as ftr as 
was possible consistently with his powers, by a 
man of talent and high attainments, Francis 
Forbes, Esq., an En^ish barrister, who was 
made Chief Justice of ](f ewfoundland on the 
4th August, 1816. He took great trouble to 
render the courts as useftil and as pure as was 
practicable, and to extend the incalcukbie be* 
nefits of British jurisprudence; but still tiHe 
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aaaiQiaalous «]rstem of capstan head law, under 
ike ifesigBation q£ surtogsd^ omrte^ cxbted in 
the outports, and the oaurts of session ne^ 
not all tibiat could be desired. Mi. Forbes i^ 
signed in 1822, leaving a regpected name in 
the colony, and was succeeded by Chkei J«B9tiee 
Tucker, who assumed his seat on the 5th 
May, 1823. 

In 1824, in consequence of the inadef^uacy 
of the courts above mentioned, a bill psased 
the imperial parliament ^^ for Ihe better Ad- 
ministration of Justice in Newfomndlsnd," and 
the chief justice was tibereby esaabled to havd 
the assistance of two judg^ and the i^aaod 
was divided into three districts^ in each <£ 
which a court was annually to be held. It 
was, like the fcnrmer acts, •expmiB^tal; and 
did not «ntii6ly obviate all objection^ oi tend 
to diminish tbe difficulties ^xis&Bg about 
WQges, betwecsi 4he adventurers and their 
^employed ^shennen. 

In fact, as Mr. McGregor, in hm work oea 
British America, very justly observes, there 
has been no instance <^ a British <^okmy so 
inadequate]^ provided £[>r, in the administra- 
tion of its internal afiairs, as Newfoundland. 
Always regarded ms a mere fishing station, the 
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energies of its population were also thus always 
checked, and the interest, the obvious and ac- 
tually necessary interest, of the merchant 
adventurers in the fishery was to keep power as 
much as possible in their own hands, and, as 
in the case of India, governed by a mercan- 
tile body, to exclude competition from with- 
out or within. 

But a new era was now dawning. The ap- 
pointment of a resident, instead of a floating 
governor; the decrease of the Bank fishery, — 
which altered the necessity of making New- 
foimdland a nursery for seamen; the decla- 
ration of such a man as Chief Justice Forbes 
that the island was capable of internal im- 
provements; and the growing importance of 
Canada; rendered this key of the St. Lawrence 
a trust in which every Briton is interested ; 
and accordingly the reader will find, that, 
during the government of Sir Charles Hamil- 
ton, the way was paved for a new state of 
things, which was to occupy the attention of 
his successor. 

In the year 1825, the usual routine, during 
the war, of appointing the admiral command- 
ing the Newfoundland squadron civil governor 
of the island, was departed from, and Captain 
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Sir Thomas Cochrane, of the Royal Navy, 
succeeded; and a " Royal Charter," the first 
efficient one of the kind, was issued on the 2nd 
of January, 1826, by which a most important 
and salutary change in the administration of 
justice was eflfected.* 

This charter provided, that the island 
should be divide/! into the northern, central, 
and southern districts, and that over these a 
chief justice and two puisne judges should pre- 
side; that the supreme court should have 
powers to admit a sufficient number of soli- 
citors and attorneys, duly qualified for the 
profession, to practise in the several courts; 
and that, as usual, it should grant probates of 
wills and letters of administration. It also- 
provided ample salaries to the three judges. 
The governor was, moreover, directed to ap- 
point annually a sufficient person as high 
sheriff of the island, who was to enter into 
heavy securities for the due performance of 
his . office ; and appeals might lie from the 

* An imperfect census of the island inhabitants was 
also made in 1825, which gave 55,7 19. In 1832, an- 
other imperfect census gave 60^.008. See Montgomery 
Martin's «< British Colonies/' vol.iii. p. 489. In 1834^ 
it was supposed to be 75,000. 
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decisions of the sapieme court to the king in 
council, for matters ezoeeding the value of £¥e 
hundred pounds steiiing. 

In 1827^ a very laudable society iar the 
protectiim of the Bed Indians, which ms 
somewhat singularly styled *^ tibe BcBothic So- 
ciety," from that being supposed to be the 
destguation of the aborigines, was £Drnied at 
St. John'is ; and means were adopted, but wit^H 
out efl^t, to discover the retreat or remnant 
of this interesting race. 

The l^shop of Nova Scc4ia, also, in whose 
diocese Newfoundland had been placed, visited 
the island, and consecrated the daiSsreat 
churches and chapels of the Chnrdi of Eng- 
land. 

The adflunistxatioEuof Sir Thomas Codiraaie 
was n vigorous one, and he has the jsj^ular 
merit of having opaiied roads in the vicinity 
cf the capital, and of directing great improve- 
men1» in ^ town itself; whilst ike cuM- 
vation of the soil, consequent i^on his inde- 
fatigable attention to forming internal com- 
munications, now b^an to be attmded to, and 
horses, cattle, and sheep were gradually find- 
ing pasturage provided for t^em« He also 
built a new government house, of solid stone 
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materials^ — ^duch, however, has proved too 
large and too expensi ye for the 4M>]ofort of his 
^successors; whil^ owing to the necessitj of 
faringmg aU the cut stone from beyond sea, the 
expense of its erection p]X)Ted enormoiis. Jt 
18 also built on aa exposed site, and, bang not 
possessed of any exterior ardiitectural beau- 
ties, does not nxich emaoient the capital. lis 
mterior accommodation is, however, very good, 
and well tsuiapted far tiie Houses of €k>uncil 
and Assembly, and for public o&oes, ifhich 
will undoubtedly be its &ial destination, as it 
is not by any means ^yculated for its present 
purposes, and the &ct of having the goyemment 
offices under its roof, r^oders it too public. 

A new government lu)use, in a more shel- 
tered sitnatkm, on a smalkr scale, will prove 
of gr^at benefit to the succeeding govemco^; 
and as the colony has a large fui^ at its dis- 
posal, it is to be hoped that it will be soon 
erected, for the omamiat of diis rising city, as 
well as for tibe private convenience of the go- 
vernor. 

Sir Thomas Cochrane retained his office 
until 1834, and bestowed upon it great and 
unwearied attention, and displayed a magnifi- 
cence in his viceregal functions before unknown. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



156 HISTOBT FROM FIRST ATTEMPT AT 

He purchased and beautified a situation about 
three miles from St. John's, where a small, 
picturesque lake flows almost round a pro- 
jecting woodland, on which he built an orna- 
mental cottage ; and, cutting a winding avenue 
through the woods, by the side of a brawling 
stream, and along the shores of the lake, he 
made an excellent road to it from the Goyem- 
ment House, and styled his summer residence, 
^^ Virginia Cottage." A more elegant thought, 
carried more effectively into execution, could 
not have been devised, and it shews what even 
the rugged neighbourhood of St. John's is ca- 
pable of, for there are few more lovely scenes 
in America than that thus adorned. It did 
not, however, long remain as an appanage of 
government; for, having been created out of 
private means, it was sold after the departure 
of Sir Thomas Cochrane.* 

In 1830, the venerable and much-beloved 
bishop of the Boman-catholic church, Dr. 
Scallan, died universally lamented ;f and, in 
the same year, a new court house and jail were 

* To Mr. Emerson, barrister-at-law, and brother of 
the Solicitor-General. 

f He was succeeded by the present bishop, Dr. 
Fleming. 
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built at Harbour Grace, and several societies 
for the benefit of the fishermen were formed, 
whilst mechanics' institutes now first com- 
menced operations in Newfoundland. 

The year 1831 is remarkable from the numie* 
rous petitions and memorials to the home go- 
vernment for constituting a permanent colony, 
by the institution of a " Local Legislature" 
for the island. These petitions were vehe- 
mently opposed by the principal mercantile 
houses at home connected with the fisheries; 
and after long and patient discussion, a ^^ Re- 
presentative Assembly** was granted in 1832, 
which placed Newfoundland on a par with 
the neighbouring provinces of Great Bri- 
tain. 

In August, 1832, Sir Thopias Cochrane ob- 
tained a new commission, with very extensive 
powers, and was constituted, in point of fact 
and law, the first civil governor. He was 
empowered to create a legislative and execu- 
tive council, composed of seven persons, who 
individually could be suspended from acting 
by the governor, for any just cause. He was 
authorized to divide the inhabited parts of the 
island into nine districts, and had the usual 
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powers of a o^gatilTe yoifie in loUs^ and c^ad- 
joornmenty prorogatkoi,. or diaflohitkm of the 
pxoyineial parliament. 

Fifteen i^presentatiTes for ihe kwer house, 
or House of Asaembl j, were duxsen ont of the 
pc^nlatioiiy from that daaa who wore natural- 
boni sttt]9eGta(^£])g)aDd^ or kgaH 
free from in&mooa crime, and who were twentj- 
one jeara of age, and had occsEqpied for two 
yeara hefiare the day of thehr eleedan, eith^ as 
owners or tenants, a dweUing-house in the 
island. The eleetors were the whole mate p(^u- 
laticHOk qS twenty-one years of age^ oecupying 
dwelliz]^*h(»isesy dther as owners or tenants for 
one yeax;^ in £act, they were so extefisive as 
to render the elections dependent upon the 
somewhat tickliah ground of unlyersal sizffirage. 

With this expadment^ the parliamentary 
campaign opened on the 1st of January^ 1833 ; 
and shortly afterwards,, Chiitf Justice Tucker^ 
who was (ffeadent (£ the council,, resigned his 
office, in c(»isequenee of hia dilEering with the 
House of Assembly upon the suigect oi trade 
and tazaticm, and a roYenue luU^ which had 
passed the Lower House, was tiurown out, in 
the council, according to his advice. 
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TlHia (soomieBfiaed a sma of events wliicli 
lasted dnringtiie admhiirtrrtaon ef Sir Tlioi&aa 
Cocbrane and Ms raeeesBor. 

Mr. Tucker, who was very mock respected 
kt tibe tdkmjj resigned, and went to Canada, 
ai^ was refribeed frma that eonntrj bj the 
kte attcsm^-gmfiral of the Uppar Froyinee^ 
lfr.HeBr7T.BoiiitoQ. 

In ISM, Sir Thomas Coehrane was sosie- 
w)^ snddnlf reMered of oSce hgr the appear* 
aott of a ireasd of war hvinging^ Captain 
JShmrjr PresQOtt, of ti» Boja( Navy, with a 
commfaskgi as civil goT^nor, who fonnd tibe 
Oi^ny flooiidiiiig in trade, bat extremdy dif- 
fi0i2t to loaiQage. 

The ixaports of Newfonndland this year 
amounted to 618,757/., and the exports, to 
&26,6&d/., feaving a &Tourahte balance d 
207,9O2L, fer the island, whidt tiben empkyed 
86& Brikiah: sMps, carrying 105,&7(> tans, and 
twenty Spanish and Amarkan tqsssIs, carrying 
id7S tons; wMIsfc tiie ^vmg Seal Fishery en- 
gaged 125 TOBsels, mud employed nearly 3000 
sailors £rom tiie Poart of St. Jdm's onty; and 
Conception Bay sent out 218 ships, mi^ined 
by 4894 men; Trinity Bay, loneteen vessels; 
and many more froasi other oat-harbour^ en- 
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gaged in this dangerous but lucrative destruc- 
tion of the poor seals/ amidst the treacherous 
floating ice near the coasts of Newfoundland 
and Labrador. 

It has been said, that in 1835 the popula- 
tion of Newfoundland had risen to 95,000, but 
that the fishery on the Great Banks had almost 
ceased, for where, during the war, at least 700 
ships were seen, there were not then twenty 
employed, the fishing-ground being covered 
with French, American, and other foreigners. 

The capital of the island was also attaining 
great importance, and had 16,000 inhabitants. 

Captain Prescott's reign lasted until the 
summer of 1840, and was passed amidst con- 
stant turmoil, from the opposing interests of 
the House of Assembly and the Council; the 
former adopting bills as thick as hail, and the 
latter swamping them as fast as they appeared. 

The scenes described at the elections almost 
exceed credibility, and the troops were kept 
during those periods always ready to prevent 
or to check popular commotion, and altogether 
the country was in a state of: agitation from 
one end to the other. 

Chief Justice Boulton, an acute and intel- 
ligent lawyer, in the course of his duty, sen- 
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tenced several individuals to the gallows, and 
a warfare was kept up by the press against the 
catholic priesthood, who were openly accused 
of controlling the elections. 

The resident population had apparently been 
overrated, as I do not find any authentic docu* 
ments which carry it higher than 80,000 in this 
year, 1840; although, strictly speaking, itwaa 
probably much more; of which, about one-half 
are protestants, either of the churches of Eng- 
land or Scotland, and Wesleyan methodists and 
congregationalists, and the other half are 
Eoman catholics. The protestants are chiefly 
of English descent, and the latter of Irish pa- 
rentage.* 

But of this hereafter, under the proper head. 
Suffice it now to observe, that the broad, reli- 
gious line of separation, is also strengthened 
and widened by the interests of the mercantile 
community and office-bearers, the most wealthy 
and influential portion being, as well as the 
lawyers, all protestants; but then it is to be 
borne in mind, also, that one-half of the 
people are Soman catholics and Irish, or of 

* There is but very little doubt that the present po- 
pulation of Newfoundland is 100»000. 

VOL. I. M 
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Irid desomli ^EhosepieceDilj from (»r bom isc 
Icdand, have not entLcdT^r^tta tiie olddis?- 
tinctiixDi of coi^angemftii amd pafHsfe^ 

Such a society, so Gonstituted, it wookl na* 
tordlj be supposed, must aJyoimd with the 
vindictiTe and iurioixa pasBiona whiioh hsem 
pcanraded Ire&uidJbr omtimees^ and tftst^mid^ 
nij^t xonrder, ribamliaiv and eyerf atrocitjr 
GoncexTahle would; exdst, in a coimbry' wherf^ 
ibom tibep seatteced nature of the aetdmnents^ 
tiie execntoK of the laws are sekbm seen^ 
where a sin^ constalde rulura oner ndlea o£ 
coaBt, and where ther poor fisherman r eturni ng 
from his toil in Oetob^ has no other resouroes^ 
apparently, but drink and debauchery, during" 
a six monliis' winter. 

So fiEur from this being the case^ there ha& 
not been a capital punishment for years; the 
people are very orderly and respectM to their 
superiors; temperance has enrolled undi^ itEP 
banners the greater proportion, and house^^ 
breaking and serious crimes are axstually un-^ 
known; and it is universally admitted that 
Hiere is no coxmtry: in the civilized worid 
where greater simplicity of manners or less 
crime exi^,. than in Newfoundland. In sum- 
mer, the people are on the wide ocean, toilingf 
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fbr ik&r exiaixsaee during tiie miiter, dad in 
winter, exB^tmg^m Idle ixmns or^villages, Hh&y 
have no indmsoBeBta to mi orcmtcage, nimplj 
becsmse ihey Hslvb rm mteroDimer witb Aeir 
neaj^bmos* AsA. e^cn ia & city liSs 9fe. 
Jefanfa, witiieiEt s regukur police, y<m iftajp walk 
tii6 streeiH afe aM kouss of the n^t, not <mlj 
wAnjxt dhnger aaongsd tliese ocital^le Terras 
novana, but even witiiout oifen meetaag with 
any d£ tJiem afies tim 9r deren o'oloek 

Amongst tiie odusr e^amts of Captein. Vi^esh 
eotii'sr adffiiniBtratSbn^ is one irluch led to VEry 
sariffOH resnltBw Chief Joatice fionlton, fresb 
fitmiitfie poUlacal stsife thsn rflging isc ITppev 
Canftda^ Isdiloft kia atSHtfon as fttbnttey^enei* 
ral of tiot profince, from: an^ opposition to some 
views of the home govevnmexit, respecting a^ mis* 
eicaatwho afb^rwards involved Canada in dvil 
war. The odonial ministar, however^ to lessen 

joBtice of Newfeimdland^ a sibradon of hononv 
and trmNr perhaps greater tEan tke former, Imt 
infinitely less profitable. 

The war w«s raging when CM^ Justice 

Bodton^ arrived at 9t. John's, between the two 

parties in ]$ewi»undland^ composedi as we 

have already statedi Me aotef with vigour 

m2 
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and extraordinary moral resolution, to put the 
administration of justice in such a position as 
he conceived would assist the government, and 
tend to quash the existing feuds, whilst it 
would also ensure a tangible and known form 
of law, from which no deviation would be ad- 
mitted by him. He altered, accordingly, the 
scale of jury fees, the long-acknowledged claim 
of the fisherman's lien for the payment of his 
wages, and the mode of striking juries ; and then, 
meeting with unwearied opposition and attacks 
from the press, he very boldly, but very unre- 
flectingly, doffed the solemn robes of justice, 
descended from his dignified chair of state, 
and on the floor of his own court pleaded before 
two inferior judges, his own cause against libels 
upon his own public conduct. 

For these and other acts he was charged 
before the Privy Council by the House of 
Assembly, with being a corrupter of justice, a 
political partizan, and a magistrate who en- 
dangered the constitution and the peace of the 
community. 

It is extremely interesting to read the pro- 
ceedings of the Council upon this important 
case. The speech of that eminent civilian. Dr. 
Lushington, is a most forcible appeal to that 
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august court. He was employed by the 
House of Assembly; nor is the speech of his 
antagonist, Mr. Burge, who guided the case of 
Chief Justice Boulton, less distinguished or 
mteresting. 

The Lords of the Committee of the Privy 
Council, after a patient hearing, presented a 
report to the Queen, which, whilst it exone- 
rated Mr. Boulton from any corrupt or inten- 
tional deviation from his duty as a judge, and 
expressed disapprobation of the language and 
conduct which had been used towards him in 
his high office, recommended that he should 
be removed, for having indiscreetly permitted 
himself ^^ so much to participate in the strong 
feelings which appeared unfortunately to have 
influenced the different parties in the colony." 
This report was confirmed by the Queen in 
Council on the 5th July, 1838, and a successor 
in the person of Mr. J. G. H. Bourne, an Eng- 
lish barrister, was soon afterwards sent to the 
colony. 

Captain Prescott was destined to be the last 
of the original race of naval governors of New- 
foundland, amongst whom so many had so highly 
distinguished themselves. His administration 
was unmarked by anything of a public nature 
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seepeoting ik^ laterodi intei^ts of the oobi^, 
«8 Ihd roftde wfbkh &r Thomas ^Mbiaiie Jhad 
w jtbly fiommeiified wene s«t M&tmiidd, aar 
^lere itibe i^giucnltacal mouroeB «f the ialaiid 
developed, in consequence, perha^ nof ikti 
tsMt x>f puiies dniaoig his go^om^aahip.* 

A new era daifoad upon NiswfoimdlaDd in 
the jaanmer of 1841, as it wjas \aumu that a 
HuUterj offieer of high rank had heeu offered 
iSke g(ynmmBDt» of Kewfonadlaod. 

jit last, the iBteltigfince amved that ifajor 
Genecai Sir John Hanreur, £!.0*£u, £^C.H^ 
Ind^mqstod^ushs^askdkipiust^ azid 
iiflt he hadproflaedfid to £sgiand, in om ef 
Cbmard'B BtaaiBfiisi^ to ^receive hia inatmetions. 

Sk Johm maaaned hut « idbart period in 
London hafeue he agam ca^aied the Atlaiftb 
in a ateasMT, and lanbarking on hoa»i die 
Yistal £i30Kte at Halifax, ha amved nt St 
Jidm% on the 16th Sq>temte* 1841. 

f he diwaBwtnrtafltta made bj the ci^pital to 
receive his Excellency, who had condnctad 
tn^ iKUghhoiidxig garonuaents, and had been 

* In the autumn of 1840, a regular sailing packet 
between Halifax and St. John's, once a fortnight, had 
emmneneed tinder the orders tft ike Postmaater-Ge- 
aeral. 
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anthe :staff dasmg 4iR war in>Qiir 
^iere.great{ tiie dMimait poUiciiooietifls 
iiilii thrir liftoiuiis ead oxsoamm 
vftSB^ sfid bH tiifB deegf of entj dBnomiBatiGBi, 

ilenffiiL, (firsied thrauidvvB ssar tiie QufiBiL^ 
Wharf, — «k idudi Im ExnUeBcif isuddd wiHl 
4iB nuteyHiider afiaiute'ftniQ liie^fia^te, ^ose 

Iffir Jflfan watted up to ihe fiovermneot 
fiarae, jdboot lialf Jt ndle dHtaori;, .^Mowired Jbgr 
& iteui of iQMBPf thggggnd pessDiks, a&d was 
immediatsly^mrBBELiiL, and tibfia adAraued Ae 
RsgBwMage; joid, in 'a diovt tku :afitarwards, 
ieidi^ lessee, whieh-was mooe nnmerouBlj ain 
tended IBbokh :ssaj^wbacli had eirar heBB reoaenih 
towdin ltoiribimdhi>d, 

Jt wookliiot hefropo* £ar Ito wntesr ofitlds 
wS)rk toieatar fmther inlo flie iniblic acts of 
fiir John Bknr^, or to desoant on ids mea- 
sores^ it is suffieieiit to timerwe that all 

* All classes here look vith the greatest reliance 
upon the measures which Lord Stanley may bring 
forward relative to this ancient province of Britain ; 
and it is singular enough that the government at home 
have, perhaps, the most easy task relative to this co- 
lony, of any now in progress for consolidating the 
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classes of the Newfoundland subjects of her 
Majesty hailed his appearance as the fore- 
runiier of an end to the political and other 
disunion which had so unhappily prevailed for 
some years past, and which has renewed the 
feelings of ancient times — ^feelings that had at 
one time lapsed almost into obliirion. 

They hailed it, as the certainty that New- 
foundland had now become one of the colonies 
of Great Britain; no longer a mere fishing 
station, but an important and effectual arm of 
the great power which occupies the foremost 
rank amidst the nations of the world. 

To conclude this long historical chapter, I 
cannot perhaps do better than give the words 
of his Excellency, in the first public speech 
made by him in Newfoundland, before the Agri- 
cultural Society, at its formation — a speech 
upon a subject which has hitherto been ^^ ta- 
booed," as relates to this interesting and highly 
important appendage of the British crown. 

empire ; for aU here are persuaded that nothing will 
be done without the most mature consideration, and 
that when done, it will be firmly acted up to in the 
colonial department. 
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Speech of his ExeeUeney Sir John Harvey ^ vpon the 
opening of the first Agricultural Meeting in New* 
foundland, in his capacity as patron if the society y 
and delivered in the Factory y at St. John% on the 
14fft of January, 1642 : — 

" Gentlemen, — ^Prom the moment of my ap- 
pointment to the government of this ancient 
and loyal possession of the British crown, it 
became my duty to identify myself with all its 
interests, and tlie cordiality with which I was 
received in the island by aU classes of its inha- 
bitants, at once converted that duty into a 
source of the highest gratification. I do not 
afiect to conceal from you, however, that I 
brought with me the impression, which I be- 
lieve to be universally entertained out of the 
island, that it possesses but one class of inter- 
ests — ^viz., those connected with its trade and 
fisheries. It was, therefore, with equal sur- 
prise and pleasure, that I discovered, as well 
from my own observation as from the informa- 
tion of others, that Newfoundland is, in re- 
ality, something more than a mere ^ fishing 
station,' and possesses resources beyond the 
mere * rocks on which to dry the nets of the 
fisherman.' In a word, I saw in it the un- 
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doubted evidence of a capability for agri- 
0EdtGU^ jpMWittfi, fv leymid wlatt I hsA 
iiiiBgiii6d4D«kkt^ and I licewise saw, drhat 
by no otber means ctm &e ^eat ^t^le of this 
island, its ' fisheries,' eo: the .^eat jiational 
objects, the * nursery of seamen,' and the 
CQiisiiJttptien of Hkd manti&ctores of ^e pa- 
;eHt Jtate, be se ^eiffi^cdaii^ j»]?Dmeted, as H^ 
hrii^aig the homes of ^e ffflhennean (nearer to 
the scene of their poorfittstB imd operatioas ; in 
a warij by enfiCHiri^giqg fiettlfflnent a&d dihe 
c]]ltt¥idian af the sail — «n eneoisnigaBafi&t 
which cen^temfdtftes «1^ rapid iiicrease of its 
l^uktion, ^nsoquimtly, of dts fishermen and 
maijfiers, MmoSi bb of a ckss of larawe^ h^a^^ 
loyd, a2]d peimanfflf^ settlens, ^ho ifrmM 
coiLstitute lAkQ Voonstitutiafiftl defenoe' of ^ 
oolet&jr, imd whose ktousi^ as aHXiHary to ite 
fiflhei^ ^n^ht, at no^BBiia^te peiisd^ ^o ^urlio 
resader the island ii^pfladent^f :all ^fcEBo^' 
ONxntdes for the n^afas ^of &odk\g those m- 
gsigBdiai them. 

*^ Without enteriiig into i^aculatiims regard- 
ing :b, £ul^t wath which we are, m jet, im- 
{Merfectlj .ac(]piaiAted, l^ ^^pen which it wiU 
bb ike dsBiiy of the eseoutive ;g0T^^Bmment, 
throQj^ the :aid of the proyincial iQ^idatuiK;, 
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{nsriflB of tfaeintemffr rf tine xdand, forfiiil- 
JBsticsL and aaMtapcpt— it any lie mfltfiifit; 
finrajrpieBeiitinu^pofte, laarely to aiveatio% 
&cttwhkli k'withm.4lle^kllOlKledge of yott all — 
WK^ tiist tibas iflfaoxd, ^teoogkoiit afanoBt die 
wkcit esobODt of its kayo, iiadMmrs, and inleta, 
as alarted by « bdt of cnhmfl^le laoid, Tarjoag 
in dflptb, fwm ime ito aeMral Iflagnaia, well 
oalcidttted to xemard (the hbomB of tiie agii- 
cidtiickt ; of vrhkii no mare ooniinoiiig proof 
fianbejreqiiireddia&tiiei^echi^^ ofpsoduoe 
nam i)efixne yoo, cmwktiiig of wlieatt barief, 
flttte, tmaupai p^kataea, etc., equal an joae, in 
araqg^ and in foality, to the prodaetionfi cf 
any other oonntrjr, Ei^landnot ezcqrtedJ It 
WBj^ he ai&ed (ekewheEe) ^ Bsm k diis to he 
ea^laiaed wkk rdferenoe to tibe nyuted ate- 
liyiy of the soil of Ifeivrfenndland, and to the 
length :and ae^secztjr of its wiitteiB, and the 
conaeqpifint ahortneas of its open aeaaon.' The 
aoMicr ia*: ^Bj iihe pEodnfltbe qudyities of 
iiiat eoil to wldch the jm{nitatian of sfcerilitf 
ao imjna% ttttafihes; hy the finfinesa of its 
ajitaiTOoail seaaon, wluch affinrds ample oppoir- 
tonity for the preparation of the ^onud for 
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the * spring crops;' and by the almost unex- 
ampled rapidity of vegetation during the sum- 
mer, by which the shortness of that season is 
amply compensated/ I repeat, then, to you, 
gentlemen, what I have so frequently said in 
two neighbouring colonies : ' The results of 
your harvests may, under the blessing of that 
Providence upon which they must in all 
countries alike depend, be ensured, as far as 
they can be, by human means, by a provident 
industry, aided by a system of agriculture, 
adapted to the climate and soil of the island.' 
" This observation conducts me to the more 
immediate objects of our meeting, and to the 
position in which I stand before you, as the 
patron of an association, upon the formation 
of which, I oflFer you and the colony my most 
<iordial congratulations; believing, as I firmly 
do, that the objects which that association has 
in view, are not only reconcilable, but iden- 
tified, with all its other interests, more espe- 
cially those of its merchants and fishermen; 
and that, in proportion as they are successfiiUy 
carried out, they must have the effect of ad- 
vancing and promoting those interests to an 
extent to which it is not possible to assign any 
limitation. 
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" Entertaining these views and opinions, I 
shall not only deem it to consist with my duty 
towards her Majesty's subjects of this island^ 
to urge them upon the consideration of the 
local legislature, whenever her Majesty may 
be pleased to authorize me to convene it; but 
I now invite the support of all classes of the 
conmiunity, for an association, to the successful 
attainment of whose enlightened and patriotic 
objects, I cannot but look as to one of the 
principal means of ultimately placing this 
island in its just and proper position, as one 
of the brightest and most valuable gems of the 
British colonial diadem. 

" Gentlemen, — My object in presenting my- 
self here this day, is to make this declaration 
of my sentiment, in regard to the objects of 
the association now about to be formed, for the 
promotion of agriculture in this island, and 
thus, publicly, to pledge to it every degree of 
encouragement and support which my posi- 
tion, as the representative of the sovereign, 
may enable me to extend to, or to procure for 
it. Having done this, and with my invita- 
tion to you freely to make known to me, at 
all times, in what way you may be of opinion. 
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thair any mthmim vfhix^^ D may possess may 
be mos# benefieialljF exerted m tlie advasee^ 
ment of any of the objects (rf Ae soeiety, it 
appears to me, that the freedom of the dtscns- 
sions ahou* to he* eirterod upoii may, pwhapsf 
he bes* promMited by my wididrawing. Birt 
befi)re I do thisr, ! wiH aimil' myself of this 
oeoaeion to make" a^ crammmcwfeion^ to tiii» 
numerooB sod rss^ieGtable ammildage^! whidfe 
camiol/, I think, Mi to aflbrd them a degree of 
gratifiestion^ proportioned to the* attachment 
whichthey^besD to the comstry of theli birtk 
or their adaption; 

" The only claim which, mdiVidually, I can 
as yett ha^ve^ acquired' npon the good will of the 
inhabitants of tius colony^ musk rest upmc the 
desire which I hn^e^Mtr from the flnst momBnt 
of my amml^ in it, amlj the ofmsequ^t eflbrts^ 
wMeh I have' used, in all my oommumcationa 
with the-queai's government, to convey a.fiuicr 
and justL esftxamte of itft varied capabilities^, 
and of the iatellig^iCB: ai&d acdent loj^ty ofi 
iti» inhabibaoits^ and; thir I have done, not only 
£n>m. & sesise of public duty,, in order to da 
justice to tbe island^, but fronu the: convictimi: 
timt the mEtenud: government of her Magiasty 
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mlj' demeff to be eorreetly^ infenidd la) wbaA 
tiiose inteeeste oonais^ prcwiptly to evinee s 
dispositsoii to promoto tiiem. Aceoidii^ljr, 
I harm jusm tise satisfiietioii of paUiety an- 
zioQ3»img^ a^ I kffve i«oeiv«d reoe&t assor- 
aiiG6S ^Dom iAi%* dist^gai^had nobleiiiaa aoid 
statesBiasi i^ho presides orer &e oolomal de* 
paartmesLt of her M aj^^y' s coimeiis, and ifiiiose 
waarm inlerests in^ aod extaasive acq^Eudntanee 
yntliy eotonial ^aias^ are known, to yon all, 
titat ke' has penssed my statements witii into* 
rest and satisfaction, and liuKi; I may rriy npon 
his> conSal co*op«ratiiMi, and lliat oi }^ col- 
leagises^ m any mieaewe wldch may hold out a 
reasonable prospect of derdbping- and' inoreas* 
ing tiie resoozoes of the ii^btfid. 

^^' Genliemen^ — ^We ean desire no more; 
let us only be true to oursdves, aaid the coui^se 
of the prwperity of eup island is tids day 
begun." 

Just as this work was closing, intofligenoe 
has been receircd that one of the most enlight- 
ened* o£ tibe colonial ministoss of Britain, 
(Lord Stanley;) approves of t^e sentiments^ 
contained in tibiis ^leech. This i^ indeed; the 
dainoi of a newi dny^to ]few£>«i^and) and' it is 
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no longer a high crime and misdemeanour to 
assert that it is a colony of Great Britain, 
capable of taking its place with those adjacent 
to it, and of sustaining a resident population. 
Lord Stanley's knowledge of colonial affairs, 
nobody will dispute, or pretend to combat, in 
such a province, where the poor fisherman 
would have starved but for the support of the 
soil during bad fishing seasons; and that supf^ 
port has only to be brought home to him by 
small grants of land, to render his existence 
more sure and happy. 

Indeed, the best of the modern writers who 
have noticed this colony, echo the sentiments 
expressed at its first settlement by Hayes and 
Whitboume, and the most influential of the 
merchants have joined the agricultural society, 
and contributed largely to it. 

McGregor, in his excellent work on the 
" Colonies," everywhere asserts the capabilities 
of the soil. 

Montgomery Martin, in 1834, says: — 
^^ Although a great part of the island consists 
of plains, studded with rocks, and. termed 
* barrens,' there is a considerable extent of 
alluvial soil, capable of growing wheat and 
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other grains; springs of firesh water abonnd 
everywhere, and the island is well adapted for 
the pasturage of cattle on an extensive scale. 
Martin did not know when he wrote, that the 
word ** barrens," in Newfoundland simply 
means places denuded of forest. Some of the 
barrens round St. John's are the best ground of 
any in its vicinage, and the best cultivated." 
Again he observes; ^^ Agriculture is extend- 
ing annually, and, in general, it has rewarded 
the toil and labour of the careful and indus- 
trious husbandman. The land might be made 
extensively useful in grazing farms; and as 
potatoes can be raised with much facility, hogs 
may be fed with success after the counlry has 
been more and more opened." 

In the " Edinburgh Cabinet Library," 
published as late as 1839, by very eminent 
writers, who have taken great care to obtain 
correct information about the colonies, the 
same facts are advanced, and hints are given, 
that when the more fertile or western portion 
of the island shall be occupied, Newfoundland 
will afford means for encouraging emigration. 

In fact, the prejudices against Newfound- 
land are fast wearing away, and future genera- 

VOL. I. N 
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Horn will see tiiat the fishery and tibe soil 
will cooilttoe to raoder it as iisportaat ds ite 
bettar kaovu «ad bettor trMted sisters. 
They^ too^ had to stm^e against elimate and 
against pr^udioe, in the early times of tibeir 
attempts at agrionUnre. 
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CHAPTER m. 

GE0L06T AKD GEOLOGICAL EELATIONS. 

Thsrs can be nothing more fatigoing to 
the mind, when it is engaged on so compre- 
liensive a subject as liiat of developing the re- 
sources of an unknown region like Newfound- 
land, to be fettered and embarrassed with the 
diaeUes of dry detaO; and yet, if Ike reader 
0f such a work does not obtain all the infor- 
mation which it is in the power of the author 
to give or to collect, he turns away from it with 
disdain, and observes that more might have 
been done, ^^ considering the time and oppor- 
tunities of the writer."* 

* As has been said, in a critique by a leading paper 
in Canada, upon the ^'Canadas in 1841/' and in that 
valuable periodical^ << The Athenaeunu" 

n2 
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In placing before the British public a recent 
attempt to draw its attention to the state of 
Canada, I chose what I thought the best mode 
of administering a dose of information upon 
that splendid colony, which it struck me my 
countrymen were sadly in want of, in order to 
render their opinions more sound and healthy. 
In that work I abstained, as I have done in 
the present, from entering into abstruse poli- 
tical dissertations, or from closely noticing sub- 
jects which have arisen from violent party 
feeling, and which time, and evidently the 
self-interest of the country, can alone subdue. 
Neither the ** family compact," that bugbear 
of Upper Canada, nor the somewhat misrepre- 
sented state of the mass of the Lower Canadian 
French population, were touched upon other- 
wise than lightly, and the whole aim was, in 
as agreeable a manner as possible, to enlighten 
the British ^^ at home^ by giving them a book 
which was not fatiguing to read, and.might be 
taken up or laid down at any chapter, whilst 
it was the nucleus of further and more com- 
prehensive information. 

In this work, however, the treatment must 
be somewhat different; there is not the same 
field, and there is also so little known of the 
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natural, moral, or political history of New- 
foundland, that I must necessarily enter more 
largely upon each of these important topics. 

In the state of present information about 
Newfoundland, there are few or no consultable 
works besides those necessarily limited notices 
of the island in the able compilations of Mar- 
tin, of McGregor, and of the "Edinburgh Cabi- 
net Library." " The Legal History,** by Keeves, 
is out of date, and probably out of print, and 
the interest excited by it at the time of its 
appearance in 1798 is gone by; nor is it now 
a work of .anything more than reference, being 
confined exclusively to a dry historical legcd 
detail. 

Lieutenant Chappell, of the Eoyal Navy, 
who wrote an account of a voyage in the Ro- 
samond, in 1818, produced a small book, 
which contains much desultory observation, and 
is very amusing, but beyond that oflFers little 
to add to the information now sought after. 

In 1819, the Eev. Mr. Anspach gave the 
public a more voluminous work, one of the 
very best which has been written on the island ; 
and it was followed by the "British America" 
of McGregor, in 1822, and by Montgomery 
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Martin's " British Colonies," in 1834, and 
other similar works of reference, down to the 
" Edinburgh Cabinet Library," which con- 
tains ike best and nKist interesting, bat very 
short relations of this colony. 

None of those writers, however, possessed 
the requisite facilities, in the colony itself, for 
developing its resources, and some of them 
agreed in devoting it to the purposes of a 
mere fishing station. 

That Newfoundland possesses merits faJr be- 
yond such a destiny, and is about to assume a 
very important position as a British colony, it 
is the object of the present writer to prove; 
and he hopes to interest his countrymen in its 
welfare, as a vast adjunct to the growing em- 
pire of Britain, in the adjacent territories. 

In modem science, nothing is advanced^ 
with any prospect of exciting attention, but 
that which is founded on fact, *^ the art an^l 
pratique part of life,'* being now, happily, 
" master of the Iheorique.^^ In order, there- 
fore, more fully to shew the capabilities of 
Newfoundland to support a numerous popukr 
tion, it will be necessary to take a review of 
the known circumstances relating to its geo- 
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Icgjy in oombinatioii with those (£ the neigh- 
bouziiig paraYinces. 



GEOLOGT. 

Geology^ hmg totally neglected, hsving be* 
come a &ahio]iable science, a military writer 
nay presume to dabble in it, although nmning 
the gauntlet of some few ultras, who may choose 
to designate him as a ^^ picker-up of pdibles.'* 

I conoeive it very fortunate, howeyeir, when 
the chances of service throw me upon a coun- 
try whose resources are comparaliTely unknown, 
or hitherto unheeded, and more fortunate stilly 
that the bias of my inclinations sways me ever ta 
endeavour to penetrate into the hidden myste- 
ries oi nature. But I neither pretend to ab« 
strase geognostic knowledge, nor to anything 
mare tlan having advantageously pursued in-> 
quirks into the §cfrmB,ti(aa of Canada and the 
Gulf c^ St Lawrence — I say, advaatageouslyi 
because there are few piersons, hitherto, who 
have commanded the same opportunities; and 
having seen and studied the country from 
Labrador to Upper Huron, it affords me facili- 
ties to inquire concerning the still less known 
features of Newfoundland. 
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Hitherto, indeed, except having observed 
some little of the coasts, I am pretty much in 
the predicament of all who have written on this 
island before me, and have not, it is true, ex- 
tensive local knowledge, — which it is impos- 
sible to obtain by any one, unless the locked-up 
interior of the island be opened under the fos- 
tering care of the British government. But, 
happily, for the first time since Cassini visited 
these shores, to make experiments upon Le 
Boy's "Timekeepers," as they were then called, 
in 1768,* a spirit of inquiry has been abroad 
on this interesting subject, and the legislature 
of Newfoundland, so recently organized, having 
adopted it, although with inadequate means, a 
gentleman from England, now employed simi- 
larly in South Australia, was actively engaged 
in investigation during the summers of 1839 
and 1840, on various parts of these extended 
coasts. He was not, however, enabled to 
penetrate into the vast solitudes of the interior, 
and, in fact, has been but very little beyond the 

^ See an English translation of ** Caasini's Voyage to 
Newfoundland, in 1768," printed with << Chappe D' Au- 
teroche's Voyage to California to Observe the Transit 
of Venus in 1769. 8vo. London, 1778/' (somewhat 
scarce now.) 
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circuit of the shores, excepting a limited excur- 
sionfrom St. George's Bay, on the western flank 
of the island; and he was then, confessedly, 
not deeply acquainted with mineralogy. 

Differing from Mr. Juke's views, in many 
particulars, I shall now take his report to the 
l^islative bodies, with every thing else upon 
the subject I can gather, and, condensing all 
with personal observations, avoid entering upon 
deeper disquisition, which must be reserved for 
another opportunity, in a work more exclu- 
sively devoted to the science, and which will 
embrace Canada. 

The island of Newfoundland is divided by 
Mr. Juke* into two sections, which, in the map 
accompanying this work, would be shewn by a 
line drawn from Cape Ray, the south-western 
angle of the island, to the head of the Bay of 
Exploits, on the north-eastern central shore. 

On the south of that line, all, he says, " from 
Dan to Beersheba," is hopeless and barren j 
whilst to the north of it there is a land of 
promise, not flowing with milk and honey, 
but abounding in forest and fell, in coal and 

* Mr. Juke's Report on Geology to the Legislature 
of Newfoundland, 1839-40. 
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iron, in limestone asd gypseous d^osits; in 
short, granite and infertile rocks are the sole 
productions of the desolation which this writer 
attributes to one-half of this splendid island^ 
and his mi^vings are great about his visions 
of the other. 

I fear, or rather^ I hope, that Mr. Juke has 
been, as most young authors are, a little too 
hasty in this generalization, and that whenever 
the British government may be induced to 
patronize discovay, much wfll be found in the 
interior or central portion, as well as in the 
south-eastern half, thus somewhat hastily c<hi- 
demned to ever-during st^ility, which will not 
only be fitted for agricultural purposes, but 
develop likewise mineral treasures and re- 
sources; for many of the formations in which 
these esist elsewhere have been also seen here. 

In the United States, in Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick, great have beai the pains 
taken by the respective governments to de- 
velop the geology of liiose vast territories, and 
great has been the result; whilst in Canada 
and Newfoundland the crust of the earth re- 
mains unbroken, and its riches wholly un- 
known. 

Canada, it is true, has now the means of 
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bestirring herself, by the powers and resources 
attained by the united legidatiye fimctions; 
bat Newfoundland must slumber in obscurity, 
unless the parent state holds out her hand in 
asrastance, a&d is convinced tiiat it is rather 
unbecoming to be in total ignorance of the 
nature of an island which is the nearest of her 
colonies to herself, and the stepping-stone to, 
and fortress of, all the rest in transatlantic 
Britain. 

Science has derived incalculable benefits 
from the expensive and dangerous expeditions 
to discover a passage to the Spice Islands and 
to the tea-growing empire, and to open up a 
direct ocnnmunication with India, and thereby 
enable Bussia to get nearer to it by the frozen 
regions of the Arctic circle; yet one half of the 
sumrequiredfor even one ship on these repeated 
experiments upon a route which can never be 
useful, except to fiussia, would make the 
oldest province of all our colonies in tiie whole 
world a source of profit and of renown to Eng- 
land. 

But to resume the inquiry. To the east 
and to the south of Newfoundland there are, 
no doubt, a series of undulating ridges, run- 
ning N.E. and S.W., or thereabouts, in parallel 
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lines to the almost unvarying directions of the 
great intersecting bays. This shews plainly 
that the disturbing force evidently acted in 
that manner, by a series of upheavings, push- 
ing, as it w^re, the one before the other, like 
great waves, and continuing all over the space 
occupied by the banks and shoals of this part 
of the Atlantic, and far into the interior of 
the adjacent continent. 

On the shores extending to Notre Dame 
Bay, the rocks are sandstone and slate, of an 
early class, few or no fossils appearing amongst 
them, intermixed with trap rocks and with 
granites and serpentines, with mica-schist, and, 
in fact, with all the early mineral masses; ex- 
cepting that there is a deficiency of limestone, 
and a superabundance of the igneous classes, 
as might be expected; whilst the alluvial or 
diluvial covering is arenaceous, intermingled 
with a few boulders, and spread over with 
shallow peat bogs, of very small depth, but of 
great consistency, giving food to an immense 
variety of coarse mosses, natural grasses, re- 
cumbent shrubs, and low berry-bearing plants, 
wherever the secondary stunted forest has 
disappeared, or has not had soil enough to 
encourage either it or the larger primeval woods. 
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In this large section, or one-half of the 
island, Mr. Jukes says, ^^ neither minerals of 
yalue, ores, lime, nor building stone, will, in 
all probability, be discovered."* He forgot 
that granite is a good serviceable article in its 
way, and that amongst the conglomerates of 
what I conceive to be the greywackes of this 
extensive district, tough but excdlent blocks 
may be quarried, whilst amongst such enor- 
mous masses of sandstones as are connected 
with this class of rocks, it will no doubt be 
discovered, that many may yield to the ham- 
mer and to the chisel or point, without flying 
into chipe or large splinters, as those of the 
coast of St. John's have been usually found 
to do. 

Of slate there is an abundant supply, and 
whenever this rock, in its alternations with 
the sandstones and conglomerates of the grey- 
wacke, reaches the surface, its rapid disinte- 
gration, under the magic influence of the 

* He, surely, when putting Mr. Cormack's disco- 
veries on the map of the island, forgot that that gen- 
tleman saw and stated the positions of the metallic 
rocks in the part of the interior he passed over, as 
well as the red sandstones and serpentines, the sienites 
and greenstones. 
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aefvere winter firoste and thaws, ajad the great 
beat of the «hort summers, with the rains of 
the latt^ aatumn and early spring, causes 
fertility* 

That th^re are ores is certain; much pyri- 
tical matter is found to the north of B wavista 
Bay, and I hare an excellent q^ecim^i of the 
red oxide of iron £rom near Harbour Graoe, 
in Cionception Bay. 

A copper-mine"* was worked^ or rath^ at- 

* Tide Journal of House of Assembly, Appendix. 
Many fruitless attempts have been made to extract the 
ore whidi is dispersed in the rode. 

Anspack says that Conception Bay has mlways been 
understood to contain mines of several sorts, and that 
at Chapel Cove, at the head of that bay, there is a 
coal-mine. A lime-kiln was also erected with toler- 
able suecess, some years ago hi that neighbourhood. 
He says there is an ironnmne at Back Coi^ on the 
north side of the island of BoUe Isle, in that bay, and 
another on a high hill, called Lookout^ at the back 
of the town of Harbour Grace, witli two remarkable 
mineral spnngs— -one near Stretton'sFarm^ on the east 
of ity and the other half way from the church to River- 
head, on the road. 

Shoal Bay copper-mine, near St. John's, was first 
opened in 1775, by some Cornish miners^ but has 
never paid its outlay. 

Captain Cook, the immortal navigator, assured Dr. 
Forster that there were several fine coal-mines on the 
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tempted to be ivorked, from an earty p^od, at 
Sbxal Bay, near TeMej Harbour, about twelve 
wQm from 9t. John's; and a medical man in 
ftis ciqpital, irbo was a surgeon in the royal 
saTj, and is now president of the Natives' 
Socie^, and takes mndb interest in the de* 

bUumI, aaMi thai in tIbtatioBa where tiie eoal asight be 
moat adTaDtageoHsfy ehipped aa the ooaat* 

The Catalina stone found betareen Cape Bonavista 
and Trinity Harbour is a solid yellow iron pyrites, 
and was the fire stone of the Red Indians, emitting 
ifaib whea atmck or rabbed, like fitnt. There is 
plenty of it dose to St. John's, aear Middle Core, 
at a precipice on the shore, called the Silver Mine. 
Frobisher and Gilbert were both deceived by this 
gold and silver. The former visited Trinity Bay as 
early as 1676, and the strait he talks about u that 
bay wbich, on the three charts of Ortelias, in the 
Theatre del Orbe de laTierra, dated 1587, is so repre- 
sented. Sir Humphrey Gilbert^ seven years after- 
wards, notwithstanding his having ** an expert Saxon 
auner" with him, was induced to load his vessel with 
the flattering ore. Catalina diffs, like those at Char- 
mouth, in Devonshire, often take fire, owing to the 
decomposition of the pyrites, and probably contain 
dum shale ; but they have not been investigated by 
Kiy person capable of describing them. 

Good marble, of a pure white, has latdy been 
brought in specimens from Canada Bay to the north- 
ward. 
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velopment of the resources of tliis country, has 
informed me that even on the desolate coast 
above mentioned, at a spot not twenty miles 
from the city, between Pouch Cove and Flat- 
rock, in Torbay, are two considerable ponds, 
or little lakes, as they would be called in 
Canada, from the highest of which, in point 
of level, a little dribbling rivulet discharges its 
waters into the lower one, and over which the 
wild path from Torbay to Cape St. Francis 
leads; and that the rocks in the neighbour- 
hood of this rivulet and the lakes are coated 
with sulphate of copper, indicating a deposit 
of that metal, which also scums the waters. 

This gentleman, Dr. Edward Kielley, dis- 
covered also, in 1830, at Log Bay, a small 
and very romantic fishing station, about four 
miles from St. John's, a very powerful chaly- 
beate spring; and, finding the water very 
efficacious in particular cases, having been, in 
short, the means of restoring a very debilitated 
patient, whose vital powers were rapidly sink- 
ing, to perfect health, he sent a bottle of it to 
Dr. Herepath, of Bristol, to be analyzed. The 
opinion of this chemist I have judged it proper 
to annex, as such a discovery is highly im- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



GEOLOGICAL RELATIONS. 193 

portant in the immediate vicinity of this 
rising city.* 

* Sample of chalybeate water from Newfoundland : — 

Specific gravity at 62'' Fahrenheit... 1,000016 

Solid contents in an imperial pint of 87 50 grains : — 

1. Chloride of calcium '0419 

2. Chloride of magnesium '0400 

3. Chloride of sodium (common salt) ... *d984 

4. Sulphate of magnesia '0400 

6. Sulphate of soda -OTIS 

6 . Carbonate of magnesia '0834 

7. Silica 1167 

8. Vegetable extractives '1717 

9. Bi-carbonate of iron -0450 

Decimals of a grain *9584 

It will be seen that the total solid contents of an^ 
imperial pint of this water do not weigh one grain : this 
is less than I ever met with in any water. They are ali 
common to spring water, except the first, eighth, and 
ninth ; the latter it is which will give a character to the^ 
spring. It is chalybeate to rather a greater extent than' 
the water of the King's Bath, at Bath, England ; the 
King's Bath is the principal spring of the Bath waters. 
The Newfoundland spring contains ^^^^ of a grain of 
this bi-carbonate in a pint, the Bath spring, j^^^; and 
the chloride of calcium (or muriate of lime when in 
the water) will contribute to the tonic effect of the 
iron, while the sulphates of soda and magnesia, although 
not in sufficient quantity to produce aperient effects, 
may prove enough to prevent the action which chaly- 
beates have on some constitutions. Upon the whole^ 

VOL. T. 
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But, as will readily be conceiTed from tte 
geological map which is appended to tihii 
work, and which was first coxurtructed more 
than a year ago, from the observations and 
evidences of travellers, and from the report to 
the House of Assembly already meotioaed, the 
formitaons of the Atlantic coast of Newfosnd- 
land are certainly, at prosent, not rery pro- 
mising, though intensely interesting to the 
speculative geologist. 

It is to the space within the belt ( meBticEned 
by his Exodlency ^ir Jdm Emcyej, in his 
speech to the Agricuftural Society) which 
girds tibat coast &>r seme few miles; it is to 
the vast and equally unexplored interior; it is 
to the western eoast, particulaiiy that ei tka 
8t. Lawrence; that we must chiefly hope to 

I should say that the water might be used with advan- 
tage as a general bracer, if arraogemenis could be 
made for the accommodation of invalids near the 
spring ; for it muit be remembered, that where iron k 
sustained in water by carbonic acid, as in this case^ 
there is idways a tendency for it to fiall down as in- 
soluble carbonate of iron, leaving the water withont 
its chalybeate properties. 

William Hbrapath. 

Mansion House, Old Park, Bristol, 
September 9th, 1836. 
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4raw 4^6 attention of the poUticaI| geological, 
or general reader; — and here w« find, on the 
oioe hand, that within that mygterious colossal 
wall which bounds the eastern and fiouthem 
ddores of Newfoundland, there are vast forests, 
Xkot, it is tme, composed of such splendid tim- 
ber as in Canada^ but still very fine; and sdso 
vast regions adapted to cultivation. 

On H^ western side of tiie island, — as might 
Imye been prctphesled by any, even the most 
casual, observer of the formations of Cape Bre- 
ton and liie adjacent countries, of Cook's sur- 
v^ of that coast, or of the oonfarmation of the 
i^K)refi;,~^exiBts ibe secret which is not yet 
folly unveiled. Here, amidst profoimd soli- 
tudes and vast prairies, forests, and innume- 
mUe large lakes, we find the grand mystery 
almost brought to light; of the continuation of 
the cool formation of Nova JScotia and Cape 
Breton, the great coal basin of the St. Law- 
rence, probably the lai^est in the world, reach- 
ing fram ike Gaap6 territory, on the one hand, 
and ooverii^ a vast portion of Newfoundland, 
on the other. 

But before we follow Mr. Jukes in his ob- 
servalioni, wiiJiout attending to his generali- 
eatioQS, we will take a stride along the island 
o2 
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coast, and along his very short route into the 
interior, by an Indian path only, and continue 
our review so as to embrace Cape Ray and the 
Bay of Islands. 

Former visitors on this part of the coast, 
beginning with the French navigators and 
with Cook, asserted, as Mr. Jukes has proved, 
that coal, gypsum, iron, limestone, marble, the 
freestones for building, and, above all, good 
land and good timber, are stored or exhibited 
largely here ; and the fish are abundant. 

After passing Cape Ray, the gulf shore of 
Newfoundland exhibits ranges of mountains, 
running in the usual direction in this region, 
N.E. and S.W., or with little variation from 
those points, shewing that the same causes of 
disturbance in their formations exist every- 
where in the island. 

These ranges proceed very far up the western 
coast, and with occasional lofty offshoots which 
reach the sea, are usually so distant from it as 
to leave a belt of comparatively level country, 
of considerable width, through which the small 
river-drainage takes effect. 

Beyond these ranges, to the eastward and 
northward, the country is covered with rivers 
and lakes of great extent, and is of course well 
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drained by them, in a vast area reaching al- 
most to the Atlantic cliffs on the east; and 
there is, therefore, water communication, with 
few interruptions, both from St. George's Bay 
and the Bay of Islands, to the northward and 
eastward, through St. George's River, the 
Great Humber River, the Grand Pond, the 
Red Indian Pond, and other series of extensive 
lakes (rivers being called brooks, in Newfound- 
land, and lakes, ponds,) to the Bay of Notre 
Dame, on the eastern shore, and that of Ex- 
ploits and White Bay far northward. 

It is within the space thus drained by lakes, 
rivers, and streams innumerable, that the great 
coal basin of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and 
Cape Breton, terminates eastward, covering a 
country of immense extent, abounding with 
everything requisite for settlement, and pos- 
sessing a climate far less humid and severe 
than that of the Atlantic shores of this cele- 
brated but neglected island. 

Again, on the littoral, backed by the chain 
of coast mountains, extending from Cape Ray 
to St. George's Bay, over an average breadth 
of twenty miles of a comparatively level belt 
of land, the coal strata crop out ; and here and 
there gypsum and limestone, those valuable 
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articles to tiie farmeF, almost totally wanting 
near the cfi^ital, may be obtained in aay 
quantity ; whilst, farther nortii, aboo* Port-sHi- 
Port and 1*e Humber riyer, marble trf «©• 
ceflent quality exists abundantly;* and there 
are appearanees^ of the edges of tiie coal-basin^ 
eren in the Bay of Islands, promising a rich 
deposit. 

To shew that the coal is similarly situated 
with that on the oppc^te side of the gul^ in 
Cape Breton and Nora Scotia, we &ul the rocks 
associated wit& it, and on which it reposes, 
fsactly the same, whMst the quality of the eoal, 
m the specnnen» I have seen of ity appears to 
be perfectly aQke in alL 

As is the case in ike Nova Scotia and Cape 
Breton coid«4d<ib, the geologist meets with all 
the rocfcs, from sandstone downwards, m the 
transition and primitive classes^ with those of 
evident igneot» origin; so, on Ae western 
coast of Newfoundlaisd, where the coal-ftelds lie 
m the same axiis^ or line, proceeding from S. W. 
to N. E., we find the same rocks and the same 

* This beautifol white marble of the primitive class 
again comes out on the opposite or Atlantic coast, in 
Canada Bay, where coal, also, it is said, ha» been 
lately observed* 
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appearances^ Hm aame gypnmain equal abim- 
iuifie as in Cape ftreton^ the aaioa briajr 
flprraga, and tiie same ixidicaldcn of ^ 
wsi; and all tiua protested from tiiefury of 
tie iHude ncrgiiig force of the Atihmtic, on tire 
antii. aed MSt^bjr a bnlirark of tibe great tran- 
litioa attdk mgif rodss^ amoiigat which ik is 
ite^pma&j iiSbah ta define Huai limitB, er to 
dartiogniBh tiiem £rom timae whldi hftve ham 
£seed wj^ mwmgnk thent hj sabbeannesmB 
action. Indeed, so exaddijr do Aeae ran^ei 
I odurin ttheiv <nEfew«rd <^«faeler- 
B, tibstit wai not natil a lte r M any years ef 
atady in. Canada^ tiiat wustiy ef trappose 
ani igBBana rocfa, I was st all led to bel- 
ieve Ant MOfll ef the granitic eooipoiuida 
WK of ^coua ecigia; and thron|^ the vast 
extant ef eauntry from tiie eastern shttres of 
Neii&nndlancI to Late Superier,. it may be. 
jKFjr qacatBonaiBfe whether then, exists^ in 
nnn^ any^ true pomitt^e snd unquestioned 
gtnniie^ or niietiur tin^moderu sehane ef tran- 
iilion and secondary grasoites may not at onee 
be overtamed by yielding to the apparent 
facts in that immense region, where, although 
^ells have cai^abdy beai seen in the granitia 
rocls^ yet they were erid^itly placed tibere by 
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the result of fusion, and the masses they are 
found in at Kingston are as evidently not of 
the primaeval or ancient granitic compounds.* 

It is now well known that many of the 
granites (so called) are of a later age than their 
venerable primaeval equivalents, and, as far as 
I have seen the coast of Newfoundland, I am 
inclined to think that the early rocks are of 
that class which shews itself so distinctly 
amongst the thousand islands of the St. Law- 
rence and at Kingston. 

Bounded, however, by these impenetrable 
barriers, over which tempest and deluge, hur- 
ricane, earthquake, and fusion, appear to have 
united their terrific agencies in the first ages, 
and to have swept everything else away, in 
hollowing out the great channels of the Bays 
of Conception, Trinity, Bonavista,Notre-Dame, 
and White Bay, the immense coal-field of New- 
foundland has been left protected and ready 
for the hand of man whenever circumstances 
may call, which they very soon must do, for 
the colonization of the western coast and its 
interior. 

* I bave collected a series of facts on this subject, 
which would have been added to the Appendix, but it 
is too bulky, and will be better in a separate shape. 
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Mr. Jukes represents the littoral chain of 
mountains on this western coast as rising in some 
points to a considerable altitude, and as forming 
a sort of ridge composed of gneiss, mica slate, 
chlorite slate, quartz rock, and granite, upon 
whose vast sides repose the superior stratified 
formations, dipping higher or more evenly, as 
the disturbing causes from below have acted 
upon them. 

Part of the great Newfoundland coal-basin, 
as we have already observed, is situated on 
the belt south of St. George's Bay, between 
those mountains and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
and the beds of the carboniferous rocks here 
preserve a general uniform parallelism with 
the usual trending or direction of the coast, or 
N. E. and S. W.; but at Cape Anguille they 
are broken and disturbed, and thence, south- 
ward, alter their direction to N. and N. W. to 
the great Codroy River. The sea-shore is here, 
from Cape Ray to Cape Anguille, steep and 
dangerously stormy at times, and there are no 
good harbours till the Bay of St. George is 
reached; so that until this iron-bound shore is 
better known, it would be fruitless labour to 
explore the coal which exists up the Codroy 
River, and in this region commerce must 
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probaUj confine stadf for the present to the 
gjpsomsy witik whidL it abonnidfly or to tiie Fed 
sandHSteoes, awb^ted for buiidiaB^; &r the iMrer 
beds of tibeeoaL£9imstiaa beingrwell exhibitedin 
Godtroyl^iper^^vemayfeasoiBiblj espeet a good 
supply of buililTTig materiab tiience^ partskm- 
karly m we know Idsst fine flaffltonee ha^e 
been met witi, of wiudbi^ wilik a|iBureaU& 
sandstones, the eastern part of the idnd near 
the eaptal k^ to all present' a^earanxse^ <kati- 
tote. 

In Ae centre of the sontb aide of St 
George^s^ Bajr, near CrabVa Rmr,. tte lower 
portion of the eazboni&irona roeka mns along 
the eoaat^ and Mn»ta there <tf alAemaftkaia of 
redmadLaadaandrtones^tiie beds anudly dip* 
ping to the N. W. at 45^ Bist thrw milea 
inland, a ridge ha» nphean^d theK heds^ and 
tibey (£p on its mncr face iatlieoppaate diree^ 
tbn. Mr* JvkeB imagines, that owing to this^ 
ciccaiartaince at least six milea of eountrj ki 
widtit fcsm the a>aat nmst be paaeed, he&^ it 
is likely that the h^her beds, in uddfili the coal 
is depQAtedy will be reached. He penetrated 
this belt of land in varioos ways, by tkenrera, 
but tiie means and time at has disposal were 
botb inadeqpnte for long land jonrneyB, and he 
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hwaAy at ei^t miles from tlie €kilf sll(»^y a 
Ibed 0f coflily abreadj kzioim ta the Micflrae 
Ifiikiis^ of tibree feet ia thidbmeBB^ a&i of ex* 
0(^teELt quafitf ; and hlg giudes, who were of 
liie msm trike^ 6xplamed tkat tip tlie Codroy 
Krcr, IB a simitar parallel, the beck irare 
ef naOj ^akalie, and that brine was ako plea- 
ttfal in seraral of Hye adjaecst rillsw 

From resj fair data Mr. Jukes^ Qafealat«» 
Aie extent oi thk small portion of the eoal- 
basin of Newfoundland at about twenty^fi^e 
ndkB wide bgr tern k I«gth. 

The north sidfei g( the great Boy of St. 
fikx^ge^ between Cape St. George and Indian 
Head, k better knows, as there are both white 
and Indl»k aet^rs* It i§ composed <xf mag- 
Msian fimestone^ dippng at a raudl angle t^ 
tte M.S.W., and jmmng under the stedes^ and 
aBOKbtonea of Port-an-Fnrt. 

At fte mouth of St George^a BSrer, i^ch 
is hearily barred, Mr. Jnhes observed a most 
«^al»r fspedmjm of trap-ro^, ooiBfosed of 
hyperstene, with small fragments of Lahradc^ 
£^dspar in some places, and of basalt and horn- 
blende crystals in others. 

Mr. Jukes crossed from St. Geoarge^s Har- 
bour to the Grand Pond, and is the first person 
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capable of giving any opinion on the forma- 
tions who has visited that singular region; 
but here again his time and means failed him, 
and he was obliged to hurry through the best, 
and indeed the only part of his mission which 
promises to be of great interest hereafter. 
The country was so covered by diluvial dSbris 
and by woods, that he did not ascertain its 
rstructure, having neither opportunity nor as- 
sistance to deviate from the Indian path to 
the Lake.* 

The Grand Pond, or Lake, was at first 
bounded by gneiss and mica-slate. The island, 
twenty-five miles long, which cuts it, at its 
western end, into two parallel slips, was com- 
posed, at the extremity next the St. Lawrence, 
of chlorite slates; but its central portion, and 
the main land on each side, was of granite, 
or, as I rather suppose, from the description 
given, of igneous granitic masses, of a sienitic 
character. Its northern end was a con- 
glomerate, but of what kind or age we are not 
informed. 

* If he had carried the agricultural probe, invented 
by Captain Baddeley, R.E., with him, he might have 
ascertained the nature of the subsoil, however thickly 
it might have been covered by leaves or dSbris. ]J 
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This highly-interesting lake, which, ere 
long, will be surrounded by a busy race, is^ 
sixty miles long. For want of a proper birch 
canoe, or some other equally light and safe 
conveyance, such as those used in the govern- 
ment explorations in Canada; for want of 
tents and bearers ; for want of provisions ; in 
short, for want of proper government support,, 
this geologist, who was merely paid a small 
annual salary, was unable to explore it, and ap- 
pears to have had his exertions paralyzed at 
the very point where his labours would have 
commenced with intense interest. 

He saw, it is true, immediately opposite the 
eastern end of the island, — ^which is no less than 
twenty-five miles long, as we have already 
said, and is evidently a mere ridge of the up- 
heaved rocks, lying in the usual parallelism, — 
that the main shores were composed of beds of 
very white rocks, and that huge cliffs, of a 
bright red colour, were apparently lime and 
sandstones; but his boat was of too fragile a 
construction, and too small for him to venture 
to approach their bases, owing to the strong 
winds prevailing at the time, and to the height 
of the waves. 

Mr. Jukes was also unaccompanied by any 
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person vmd to aetitiiioBikal ofaaervrntioaiffi; so 
liifft the tearmgs of the lake and country, the 
latitudes and loBghndeSy remain mmoted. 

If Mr. JiokeB had had the outfit nsnaUj 
|BX>Tided 1)7 gOTarnmeoty in Canada, to ibt 
laffioers of engijueea, and peraons of the rar- 
ye j0F-general's dqntrtmeat, ysbo wb iSaere inest 
jndkiomd J ^mjilojad ^ery ftsqiMaBtiy in expfah 
xation for new sefctibments «r for geo^griq)hieal 
porfoaeSytheTrandsandiisKs iPouMnfotJiaTedo- 
terred hiai, as an enQampmentfor tdgfate wonid 
hare been a mere nothin^^ and tie Oanadka 
canoes live on llie sireUcf the mighty finron;'* 
wjhikt -die MMimm who ixAahit St. Gecxige's 
Bay, aad odier parts of tlie coast, most he 
capaiUe i@f nEianaging a ^anoe eqnally well with 
tibeir Canadian hoethren, pasaia^^ ae they d^ 
their whskt exiataDce m hnstbg and fahing. 

A J(mm^ across the ooisntKy from St. 
George's to Fkcenitia Bay, wonld ibe oonsi* 
dered as a trifle by persons aocnfltomed to 
Caatadian bosh-ranging. It is not more than 

* I hare been in a tluree-&ithom canoe^ or one 
eighteen feet long, with the Indians, on Lake Huron, 
which rode over waves of a dimension seldom seen, 
unless in storms on the ocean, with perfect security ; 
but ihey refuira nice Bkanagement. 
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one hoiidred and fifty or two hundred miifiB 
jsn distance, wiik «I1 thedifficnities, and should 
oertainly lie undertalEen, as will hensafter be 
reocBBBieiided* 

A little to IkB eastward of this part of the 
hkBj Mr. Jnlees £mad the clifi prockely the 
emaxb m tibcse of tihe carikmi&ronfi rocks on the 
swth i^de flf 8t.€e(H)ge's Bay, already described, 
and tiffit this fonaadon eonstitiitedaQ the^diffs 
fif aJl the shores <€ that part of this extensive 
lake, «a6t s£ iffes island. The ^meral dip 
wan eastefly, axkd sligM; and in the ni»th-€ast 
an^ of the lake wens £MBid Tai^ns pioces of 
ood, and a good^ection was viewed, in which 
some of the carhoniferoas matter resembled 
the vvlbiaiM Ga2uid<coal of Britain. 

In the id^er 9 1»* brook, as the rivers are styled 
in this constry, above the laike, lar^ faunpsof 
«xoelleat coal nvere dseen, and there was every 
indication of liiick beds of Ihis xniiMral, but 
the countsy was so deoasely covered with forest, 
and the (^portoi^ties and means mo bad, that 
nothing like a fair examination of it could be 
tobtained. The Indians, however, know of a 
bed of coal three feet thick on this river. 

Here, then, the grand discovery was made, 
partly :from* adraal observation and partly 
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from the experience of the hunters, that the 
coal-field of Newfoundland extends to the im- 
mense levels N.E. of the Great Lake; that 
the carboniferous beds then become more hori- 
zontal and regular; and that no doubt can 
exist that an inexhaustible supply within 
reach of water communication is deposited be- 
tween and around the Grand Pond, St. George's 
Bay, and the White Bay, and Bay of Exploits, 
whilst indications of its vicinity to Bonavista 
Bay have for many years been observed. 

Leaving the attempt to explore this region, 
thus feebly made, for the present, let us re- 
turn to the Bay of St. George. Northward 
from it to the Bay of Islands the coast is well 
known, and exhibits the refractory shales and 
sandstones of the east coast of Newfoundland, 
intermingled with the igneous rocks, whilst at 
one place the red sandstone of the St. George's 
coal-field has been casually noticed; and even 
from the early days of the French and of 
Captain Cook, this coast has been imagined to 
be stored with that valuable mineral. 

At the mouth of the Humber River, vast 
precipices of the finest white marble of the 
primitive class are discovered, and in situa- 
tions, too, where they afibrd facilities for 
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quarries of any magnitude, within a convenient 
distance for shipment to vessels lying in the 
Humber Sound. 

The Humber River, leading to Deer Pond, 
or Lake, is crossed, near its mouth, by a 
ridge of the early rocks, and the lower end of 
Deer Fond is belted by hills of gneiss and mica 
slate. 

At the middle of the Beer Lake, the hills of 
the early rocks are less in altitude, and here 
again begins, towards the upper end, the more 
level country, and the carboniferous series of 
the Newfoundland coal formation. 

Wherever this formation commences, the 
travellers and hunters have observed that the 
country possesses, as might be expected, every 
facility for agricultural purposes, and that 
wherever its vast forests admit of openings, 
either from natural or accidental causes, there 
springs up a luxuriant covering of grass. 

The settlers on the shores of St. George's 
Bay and the Bay of Islands — ^for there are 
many, in spite of all the treaties between 
England and France, who live on the produce 
of their farms, etc., and those in the coal-fields 
all round the Grand Pond and throughout this 
immense section of country, — all agree that the 

TOL. I. , p 
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timber kere beecoses krg^ and more varied 
than in a&y otiier part of tbe island.'*^ 

The Bay of Islands has long been known as a 
fertile resowee for the i^pfauild^, and it is also 
known that the whole eoadt noaiJliWard, to tke 
beautiful double bay of Ii^ornachoix, is equally 
capable of snspplying timber fer thk purpose. 
Mr. Jukes saw the fir, pine, ash, beech, Wrch, 
and juniper,f in the intaior; and every portion 

* Boudieite> toL iL ; McGregor, vol. i. ; ^^ Edin- 
burgh Cabinet Library/' vol. ii. ; and verbal commu- 
nications. 

f We must not confound the jumiper of Newfound- 
land with tile 8^cie0 eoBUfeon in Kent, and other 
parts of Englamdy whieh ia a low, bumble shrub, com- 
mon enough here also, and from whose berries gin 
derives its flavour ; the shipbuilder's juniper of New- 
foundland is a true larch. The American tree«juniper 
is the red cedar, or juniperus Virginiana, an cvefgreen, 
which predttces a verj durable timber, but seldom 
grows large ; it is scarcely known in England, as a 
heavy duty by weight is laid on its importation. In 
Upper Canada it flourishes, but has been almost anni- 
hilated by the Americans^ who seek it eageiiyy from 
its durable qualities. A foot in diaioeter is reckoned 
very large if the log is twenty feet long ; leaves in 
threes, adnate, spreading. It is frequently used as 
fuel, but is said, though perhaps erroneously, to cause 
abortion, from the pungent odour of the smoke, which 
ia very powerfully perfumed. The common juniper 
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of the eouBtry, abcRit the Humber, which ke 
Tisitod WW dmsdy eovered with fine woods. 

Dr. Cftaj^peU, in his royftge to Newfound- 
land^ raited St. George's Baj, and describes 
the St. George's, or Main Sirer, as a broad and 
toleraUy deep stream, with a heavj sand-bar 
across its month, over which the sea breaks in 
a tremeikhnid manner. ** Its banks are com- 
posed of loose earth, covered witii Tarions 
lichens, and surmonnted with noUe forests of 
Uack and white spruce, laxch, fir, and birch 
trees." The river aboands with salmcm and 
tront, and the surgeon of the ship he sailed 
in says that the country is so healthy, ^^ I do 
not remember observing any acute or even 
chronic diseases amongst them." 

The litde odony of whites and Micmac In- 
dians has now become so nmnerous that it has 
attracted attention, and in the visit of the 
Cleopatra frigate, xuunmanded by Captain 
Wyvill, K.N., last year, was found to be des* 

is of two kinds— one ashrub, two feet high ; the other, 
about six inches: the first, juniperus communis, 
depressa^ the gin juniper ; the other, juniperus sabina, 
or savine, which grows in the clefts of rocks all over 
Newfoundland and Labrador, and yields a strong, 
wholesome, hard berrj, used in making spruce beer. 

p2 
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titute, not only of religious but of mental 
instruction, which is about to be applied. 

From all the information I can obtain re- 
specting the coast about St. George's Bay and 
up the Bay of Islands, as well as the interior, 
which is chiefly known to the Indians and fur 
seekers, there can be no doubt that that por- 
tion of Newfoundland is. well ad£q[>ted to sup- 
port a large population, and to be equally 
capable of cultiyation with the adjacent parts 
of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia, or even 
more so ; whilst it enjoys a milder climate, and 
the immense advantage of several water routes 
of communication with the Atlantic shores of 
the island, and with the great indenting bays 
of the north and east. 

For very many years the Micmac Indians, 
with their accustomed sagacity, in migrating 
from the neighbouring continent, have domi- 
ciled themselves, or rather placed their head* 
quarters, on the western coast of Newfound- 
land, or on the south-west shore, where they 
are sure of support, either from the soil or from 
the sea, and where by rivers and lakes they 
can easily penetrate to the interior hunting 
grounds. They are seldom or never, I believe, 
observed on the eastern shores, where their 
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hunting would prove more precarious, where 
the white man chiefly dwells, and where the 
winter is extremely boisterous, uncertain, and 
severe. 

All the persons who have visited the west 
coast bear testimony to. the comparative com- 
fort in which the settlers, who remain on the 
French fishing shore, exist. The aspect of 
their houses puts the traveller in mind of 
those of the small farmers in England; and 
yet these simple, industrious, and isolated 
people are denizens only by French sufferance, 
instead of being able to claim the birthright of 
British subjects on a British island. 

Enough has, I [trust, been said, without 
going into dry, geologic detail, to prove that 
Newfoundland is capable of sustaining a large 
population on its western side, and that that 
sidje is vastly superior to the eastern, — ^which is 
not, however, the barren desert it has been re- 
presented to be, as will hereafter be shewn ; 
and that, if both were settled as they 
ought to be, a mutual trade in the necessaries 
of life would result; whilst protection to the 
fisheries, the command of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, and absolute control of the coal 
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MdB of NoTft Scotia, Gape Bieton, aod New- 
fimi^land, would be achieTi^ 

An euterprisii^ geniLeman, of the name c£ 
Cormack, penetrated, at a short distance pa* 
ralld to the coast, into ^^ewfesmdlaod in two 
directioi^ on the iK)rth-east filuxre, in Octoha*^ 
1827. He entered the country bjitlienooiJi-w^ 
arm of the Siver ^f ExpbitB, azid crossed, hj 
a north-westerly direction, through an ^* alMOsfe 
nninterrupted forest*' for eight days, to Hfdl% 
Bay; and thence westward, for five days, to 
the mountains south of White Bay, axd in 
sight of those which tow^ over the Bay of 
Islands, on the east coast of New^dundlajid. 

Here the country began to ex^MOid into vast 
levels for thirty miles; and the traveQer, by 
tbe middle of November, thought ittime, affcer 
taking a most extensive bird's^ey^ (mw from 
ike lofty range, to descend to these marahy 
levels, and during a most laborious transit 
through them of ten days, discovered tiie 
mystic lake of the Bed Indian, and returned taf 
the Biver cf Exploits to the Atlantic, the whole 
journey occupying thirty days, and extending 
over two htmdred and twenty miles. 

He made no nnportant geolo^cal disoo- 
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Varies, hmg but rtrj little aci^flmted witb 
tibtt soafiSBoe; and as he lad to snhnet upoa 
ganne, and ids objoot waa to b» t^e £ed In- 
dians, in which he failed, there is little to iu^- 
terest the reader as to the subject of this 
aectkm <f his travels, until ive mm^ to treat of 
1^ ab(»rig]]ie8. 

Mr* Cormadc obaenped, however, an enor*- 
moiiB block of Labrador feldspar, nearly few 
ftet and a half in kaigth by thcee ia bneadt^ 
and thickness. 

Bt2t this gentlmnaa's moat extootsive jour- 
ney was jeuade in 1822, whesi he actually 
crossed from Trinity Bay to near St. Oeorge'a 
Boy, by keeping a nearly paraUel line to thd 
SQ&tib ooasty at a oonsider^le distance from it, 
so as to avoid the frequent 4:;rQ0fitng of ^ireams. 

TJm was a most perilous undertaking for a 
p^sofi unsi^portel by goTenmeD^t, and at*- 
tended only by two Memac Indians^--ane not 
eren mdb with until he reaohed tiie middle of 
his joumey^rand provided only wilh his gun 
aad a pocJcet compass. He weaxt from Bandom 
Idand, (not a bad name for Ms^taxttng p(nnt,) 
m Trinity Bay^ at a place called Smith's Sound, 
early in the month of September, so as to 
avoid the plague of flies and mosquitoes as much 
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as possible, which is as intolerable in New- 
foundland as in Canada, in hot weather. He 
then boldly launched upon his self-adopted 
journey. 

The Indians and the traveller were often put 
to great straits for want of sufficient game, as 
they depended entirely for existence upon 
finding it; and they did not reach the west 
coast until late in November, and then nearly 
without clothing, which had been destroyed in 
penetrating the woods. 

Mr. Cormack found, ba the map exhibits, 
the belt along the coast broken up into moun- 
tain ridges, marshes, lakes, and innumerable 
rivers, brooks, and ponds, with a stunted 
forest, which seems the general character of all 
the east and south shores. 

Although this enterprising traveller was no 
geologist, he ascertained that granite — ^for by 
that term, no doubt, he meant all the com- 
pounds resembling granite — prevails every^ 
where ; and that the exceptions that presented 
themselves were, porphyry, quartz, gneiss, 
sienite, basalts, mica slate, clay slate, and 
secondary sandstone.* He met with many 

* He saw porphyry, fine sandstone, friable red 
sandstone, alum shale, rolled agates, sienite^ white 
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indications of iron, found coal, and crossed 
several ridges of beautiful serpentine about the 
centre of the line of his travels, near the lake 
he called Jameson's Lake, and at Jameson's 
.Mountains, and also at Serpentine Lake. 

Mr. Cormack describes the eastern half very 
differently from Mr. Jukes, who, without see- 
ing it beyond the mere precipices of the coast, 
says, it is hopelessly barren. Mr. Cormack 
observed, that that half was a low, picturesque 
country, in its general aspect, traversed by 
hills and lakes, and the whole diversified with 
forest of an humble growth. The country to- 
wards the west coast he found more rugged 
and mountainous, with less forest, until within 
a tew miles of the shores of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. He imagined that the mountains 
were not in ridges, and that each seemed to be 
isolated, and to have its own particular base. 
This illusion might easily deceive an inexperi- 
enced person, as he was, though actually crossing 
the ridges in succession. Those who have visited 

quartz rock, beautiful serpentine, and mountains of it 
and of felspar, and iron in abundance, with indications- 
of coal near Stewart's Lake, to the north-east of the 
Serpentine Mountains, and about eighty miles to the- 
north of the Bay of Despair. 
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t)ie fimgnlar difitrict called "&& ^lort Hills, m 
Westana Canada, will esfiilj oomfffdheiid iius 
iUugm ; &st there ^k partloilar lull is like 

and, la carossiiig J^^B, the sBeccBon prodsffiOB 
j^t the !sa»e •effect as the parallel iddges had 
osi Mr. Cfflsnaesk. 

There w&» largQ ti»ots <£ BhaQow Img^ 
prodxidng a short, ynrj graiss, aio&g the roate, 
wA the traveller conjectured liiat these, as 
in Irebaid, laad ^moe been well wooded, as he 
disooYered troaks ssad roots of madli larger 
trees vbAst liiie smSaee, than any now gityw* 
ing in the explored paits of NewfennnSand. 

Sproee, hirch, nsA larch* ocmposed the 
woods. Pine ims seldom met wiiii, and wi^re 

* It u to i)e lK»nie in mind thst the lareli (piniii 
peodnla), tamarack, or black larch Q[>iDiis^icrocarpa)^ 
red tamarack (larix Americana of Michaux), do not 
thrive on a sandstone bed. As soon as the roots pierce 
totbe sandstone, the tree beoomesorooked and stunted. 
The Korth Amencan larch is deeidBi>iis4«BTedy eonef 
roundish, few flowered, scales reflected, bracts ellip- 
tical, and is uaed in shipbuilding for knees ; its tiadier 
for masts or spars is inferior to the white or black 
spruce, being heavier, but it is «traight-grained and 
stcong ; it burns rapidly, and is therefore in request 
for steamboats using wood fuel. 
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seen, was Bmall; nor ww the mountam a& so 
frequesit as in .oUier parts of tiie idand. 

The shmbs and prommhent plants bearbg 
eatable berries, snch as the idiortle berry, 
p^eon, and Une b^ry, c(Kra»d the higher 
un&ifested lands; and ike Isdian tea^ eailed 
wisha-capuooa, was largely aBSCNswted with it» 

This traTelkr considers the best fioil <»i the 
south coast to be that which covers the banks 
of the rivers, and at tiie ends of the innumer- 
able bays and harbours formed by the Atlan- 
tic;iand he, at a time, too, wh^ it was nearly 
high treason in Newfoundland to make such 
an assertion, says, that both the soil and cli- 
mate of the oountry ex^ored by him were 
^^ well adapted for grazing, and the cultiYation 
of potatoes and green cr(^;'' but not, as he 
thinks, for raising grain. 

£ight miles up the great Barrisois, (a cor- 
ruption of Barachois, a boat-river, in the French 
Newfoundland dialect) near St. George's Bay, 
Mr. Cormack discovered excellent coal, some 
salt springs, and a sulphurous spring. He 
found also red ochre and gypsum* to be abun- 
dant in that region. 

* Gypsumy it is said, abounds on the Bay of Bull's 
shore, near St. John's. 
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As this is a chapter on natural history j 
and not exclusively geological^ we may here 
observe, ' that Mr. Cormack saw vast herds of 
Carriboo deer,* which in winter live in the 
forests of the interior, and in summer browse 
on the plains and barren grounds, as all large 
tracts of unwooded country are called in New- 
foundland ; the " Barrens" being everywhere 
amongst the British settlers a recognised term, 
not denoting sterility, but merely the absence 
of wood. 

Beavers have become scarce, but foxes are 
still numerous along the rivers and sea coast, 
which indicates the plenty of game. The 
Micmacs of the south coast live chiefly on 
venison and fish, and go up, according to Mr. 
Cormack, from East Bay River on the south 

* I believe the deer of Newfoundland to be unde- 
acribed varieties of the American species ; but I have 
seen as yet only one young fawn. 

There are two known kinds, the cervus elaphas, or 
red deer, (very large and excellent venison,) and the 
cervus Virginianus, or fallow deer, which feed on moss 
in winter. The former in this island is the one I 
saw ; it looks like the elk more than the red deer, in 
its heavy head and long legs, but it was too young to 
judge from, and deer are not common near the coast 
or neighbourhood of St. John's. 
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coast, as far as Serpentine Lake, and thence 
traverse the vast interior, from lake to lake, in 
canoes made of basket or wicker work, coyered 
with skins, resembling the coracles of the 
Welsh, and the boats of the ancient Britons. 
They never hunt a beaver country oftener 
than once in three years. 

Mr. Cormack, moreover, states, that the 
country might easily be opened in the in- 
terior, and across the whole of the island ; and 
in the belt he traversed, so as to admit the 
passage of cattle and horses during the summer. 

I shall not here enter into detail respecting 
the geology of the country, on the Atlantic 
shores of Newfoundland, but leave Mr. Jukes 
to speak for himself, as he is about to publish, 
on an extended scale, his report to the House 
of Assembly in 1840-41, by which it will 
be seen, how very little is yet known about 
the matter. The only novelties I have seen in 
the vicinity of the capital are the evident vol- 
canic action amongst the primary sandstones, 
and conglomerates; the evident appearance of 
jasperized shells in the sandstone rocks; — 
the crater ponds on Signal Hill, and all 
over the adjoining country, with the dislocated 
and contorted slate rock, forming the dan- 
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g^ous coves a^ fornodalde bftja in Avaloa's 
eastern ahm&f — mixed as the^ are with eon- 
gkmenitfid maases^ varykg m nodules, &om 
the ^e of & mBXk!& head to a. pea, the por- 
phyries^ and the igiiei^is protmai^ms which 
haiTe ao ime^remomoiialy aj^eared amongst 
them. The serpentinous* ii^aaaes of Portugal 
Cove, and the trachjtie evidences eTerywhere, 
Gonvinee me, that mosit of the r^nkr forma- 
tions on the eastern Aore are Greywadbe's, 
and the assoeiated rocka ei a later period than 
that assigned h^ Mr. Jukes; and that the 
ecmfEBion whieh {NrevaaEts their being accu- 
rately obsarved in a m£xe coasting Toyage, is 
caused by the same power which has heaped 
up the traps and trachyte of the St. Law- 
rence, and the whole region oi Canada, and 
the shores of New Bnu^wick,: Nova Scotia, 
Gape Breton, amd Labrador^ into a rast store- 
house of everything interesting and valuable 
to the geologist and to tiie maunfaeturer, by ex- 
posing throu^ioQt that quarter of the worid, 
those substances which yield the means of 
continuing civilized life; 

I will n<A enlarge any further on this ab- 
struse subject, but reserve it for a separate 
work, now in course of preparation. 
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ANIMAL KINGDOM. 
rilST DITISION: OlfADRUPEB?, WHALSS, BIRDST. 

OifE r^saricable feature of this island, — 
equally remarkable wttii the extraor^narj 
salubrity of a efimate which 15 boisterous to 
the extreiae in wi&tar, hot soi&etiiiies to as 
excess in summer, rainy in autumn, in winter, 
ai^ in early sprmg, and liable to all sorts of 
sudden changes, marshy exhalations, and the 
miasma engendered by thick low forest, and 
fell, and by the putrid manure from seal and 
fish refuse, — ^is the total absence of venemous 
reptiles, and of toads and &ogs, which are so 
abundant on the neighbouring continent. 
Whether these creatures exist in the unknown 
interior, has not yet been examined into; but 
if they are absent, their place is abundantly 
suppMed by armies, hosts, myriads of vene- 
mous winged ones; for mosquitoes and stinging 
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midges and flies are as rife as in the un- 
settled swamps and forests of Canada. 

The larger and more interesting birds and 
quadrupeds of America are not, perhaps, here so 
extensive in proportion as on the continent ; but 
it is said that the entomology of Newfoundland 
•compensates for the paucity of its mammalia 
And reptiles, as will be shewn hereafter. But 
450 little is known of the interior, that we must 
confine ourselves a little on these subjects. We 
shall now proceed to state that amongst the 
known wild animals — ^besides the deer and 
beayer, the otter, the fox in several varieties, 
martins, and other usual small American fur- 
bearing animals — there are the great Labrador 
hare, the bat,* rat, field-mouse and common 

* The bat is small, and is probably the vespertilio 
pruinosus. 

The black bear is the ursus AmericaDus, long-legged 
variety, with a pointed muzzle, of a terrier s spot 
•colour, and grows very large. 

The weasel is the mustela putorius (vulgaris.) 

The martin is a weasel, (mustela martes,) affording 
:a fine glossy skin ; the mink, also, (m. vison or late- 
Tola,) and the fisher is a mustela, inhabiting ponds. 

The otter, (lutra Canadensis,) land otter. 

The wolf (canis lupus occidentalis) of Richardson, 
.grows very large, is frequently traced near the capital, 
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mouse, wild cat, seals, weasels, wolves; and 
some persons assert that the rein-deer are 
found — ^which, from the abundance of mosses, 
is likely. 

The morse, sea-horse (trichicus rosmarus) 
formerly abounded in the straits of Belle-isle, 
and on other parts of the coasts, but has been 

aod does much iojury to young cattle ; a price is put 
by the legislature on its head. 

The fox is the red and the gray, canis (vulpes) fulyus, 
canis (vulpes) cinereo argentatus. 

Jhe beaver (castor fiber) is only found in the interior 
ponds and marshes, and known scarcely to any of the 
settlers. 

I think I have seen the musquash (fiber zibethicus), 
whose habits are so like those of the beaver, in the 
three ponds, near St. John's ; its tail, unlike that of 
the beaver, (which is a trowel,) is like a thick round 
file. , It is called musk-rat, in Canada, from having a 
musky odour. 

Several varieties of rat are destructively common, 
as might be imagined in a country so resorted to by 
ships. 

The hare is very large, becomes white in winter, is 
scarce near St. John's, and is a variety of the lepus 
Americanus. It is falsely termed a rabbit in Canada ; it 
never burrows, and has all the habits of the hare, but 
its flesh is coarser. 

The seals are in great variety, but the most nume- 
rous are phoca vitulina (common seal), and phoca cris- 
tata, (hooded seal.) - 

YOL. I. Q 
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tB^srcHosAj destroyed for its blabber aad Jude^ 
tiie latteir Itavh^ Ibem mgedj sought after £»* 
eoach traoes and o&er purposes, in which the 
best leather was of less value. 

The biids of t^ islasd irc said to be very 
uumesrotts in the iot^ior; if so^ it is y^ry dif- 
]fo^nt here than in Oaaiida, &t leai^ «s &r as 
forest is concerned, for there the deep woods -are 
not the places in whichto seel the feathered tribe. 

I have obserred no eagles since I hare been 
here but the sea-es^le (faleo ossifra§M). Tl^ 
fishing hAwk of Newfoiindland, is said to be 
plentifully scattered on the coast, and no doubt 
is migratory, or retreats to the interica*. I 
hare not 4eaa the falco leucoK^ephaluS) or 
Animcan bald eagle, so common in t^ United 
States and in Canada, and which the American 
republic has adopted in the national shield, 
although its characters are anything but eagle- 
like, as M lives by stealing the food of the 
falco hali«tus, or Canada fish-hawk, the 
osprey, which is a visitor of Newfoundland. 

A fakocdtumbarius (pigeaoi «agle, or hawk) 
was shot here in December, 1841, and another 
seen in January 1842. 

The hawk tribe appear numerous, particu- 
larly falco palumbarius, or the gos-hawk. 
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and the spawow-feawk; of the owls, there are 
amasing numheiB and varieties — some very 
large, partieularly the snow-white owl and the 
light gr^ owl, and some eared; but I have 
not seen the strix aeadica, or dimintitive owl, 
scareely larger than a sparrotr, and which 
occasionally visits Canada. I think I saw this 
year, the red-backed shrike, or butcherbird, 
(lanius oollurio.1 

The pie family are no doubt, as is common 
in woody countries, numerous in the interior; 
and the raven is, as usual everywhere else in 
the world, an attendant on the labours of 
man; hat I have not heard the forest re- 
sounding with their hammerings, nor are the 
woodpeckers common near the settlements, 
bat there are two kinds occasionally seen, one 
tile speckled sort. The Newfoundland black- 
birdis, perhaps, the rose-coloured ouzel (turdus 
roseua), called a robin here, although as large 
ftd a bliEu^kbird. 

In feet, fl%hjts of land birds, as in Canada, 
are not seen on the eastern coast of Newfound- 
liand. The crow (corvuB corone) here, as 
w^ as all oi^r America, enlivens the fields as 
well as the raven, but I have not yet seen that 
beautifU American member of his ifomily, the 
q2 
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blue jay ; but he is here ; — at least, a variety has 
been seen. The night hawk (caprimulgus) is 
occasionally observed, but he does not treat us 
with his vociferous cry of " Whip-poor-Will,** 
and is probably the species, c. Virginianus. 

I am not very clear about the swallow or 
the martin, except the sand-martin, (hirundo 
riparia) which stays about ten weeks in summer, 
being a frequent visitor on the east coast, but 
there are several of the family canori, musci- 
capa, or fly-catcher; icteria, yellow-breasted 
chatterer; turdus felivox, cat bird; turdus 
rufus, or ferruginous thrush ; turdus migra- 
torius, called a robin in Canada, although ten 
times as large. 

I think the sylvia autumnalis (autunmal war- 
bler) visits my garden ; but I have not seen 
that common American species, the undaunted 
little saxicola (or blue bird) yet. The little 
wren is occasionally observed, and the yellow 
willow wren is very common. The humming 
bird does not deign to appear, probably from 
the paucity, at present, of flowering trees and 
shrubs in the gardens, or from the great belt 
of water between Newfoundland and the con- 
tinent. 

The little black-cap titmouse (pams arti- 
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capiUus) lives both suminer and winter in 
Newfoundland, and I see it daily seeking its 
food in some willows in front of my house, 
and swioging in the wind on the yielding 
branches. 

The snow bird (emberiza, or rather plectro- 
phanes riyalis,) is rery common on all bare 
grounds and about the fields, but is not sought 
after as in Canada, as a luxury. It somewhat 
resembles the ortolan, in a pie. 
y I do not believe that there are any true 
sparrows in Newfoundland, although there are 
several fringillas common to North America, 
such as f. passerina, yellow winged sparrow; 
Canadensis, tree sparrow; and pusilla, field 
sparrow. The pinefihch, or grosbeak (coxia 
enacleater), is common, and the lesser redpole^ 
frihgilla linaria. 

The dove family do not frequent the woods 
about the coast, and I am not aware of there 
being any in the interior. ' 

Of the gallinse, I know of no other than the 
ptarmigan, or white winter grouse, which is 
brown and white in summer, and is very plen- 
tiful on the bare highlands, where they are 
covered by berry-bearing plants. It is a 
variety of the tetrao lagopus of Pennant, and 
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18 mudx used for tiie taUe, botii roasted and 
in white bqw^b; but the^ sre etiU deaiv ibe 
price of a brace beiog half a doQaor, or two 
abiTlingw and sixpence, ei!trrenc7*~<£f idticli we 
shall speak more in a future chapter, when I 
hope to obtain mere infermal^n aboOit it. 
its summer plumi^ ia a hrowuisb ash gvs^ 
mottkd and barred with dadgr qx>t8; Ito 
colour, whm the feosts set in^ gz»daaU7 disr 
appears, as in the Alpine hare; aod wk kagth^ 
when the snow falls, the bird is pure white. 
These remaxkaUe changes^ effected, act in the 
BortfaasL hare, without losa of substance, it it 
admiraMy for its aitoation, aa the sportsmajiv 
if he haTe not a dog used to ike game, maj 
almost walk over the bird withmt putting it 
up. I fa&ye wa&ed here into a gotcj in latter 
autumn, and, in Canada, close up to a wiute 
hare, in the snow. 

Of grallA, there are two or thnae e^ecma; of 
plover, the golden and the grqrjbiit I have 
not observed the vocifBrous,. or JdMeer, so 
common in Canada, and whiek haa ifea name 
from its repeated ndte;. neither hanre I heard 
the bittern, althougk it is cemmon, as I am 
told, in some porta of the erantry; but the 
loBg-biUed curkw (nnaiemm) ; the wfaimbi!^ 
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seol^ax pboipas; tringa pnsilla, tringa hjpor 
kucas^ or Veach bird; and Ae pnrre (ht axeye^ 
t. cinclus, and otiitr sand-pipers^ are femtd 
in faTonrable loealities. The Aamman snipe 
(seolopax) is very coimon. Tb* want of 
Waehes and sandj i^ts gr the east coart^ ike 
needs marginii^ the laias^ and the mttdies 
heiiig carpeted with plants, probablj causes 
ftwer ]doTers and corlews to he sew in this 
eonntry, than it usual on rocky stores whcm 
there are ocean beaches. 

In the order, Anseres, tiiere are many which 
¥ifiit or dwell in Newfoundland, offwreA as it 
is with and suironuded by water. The terui^ 
the gulls, the Canada goose, and anew goose, 
the blue winged teal, ahoYeller^ and great 
teown duek, the wid^aoiL^ and the mallard, 
frequent the len^y ponds, but are seldom,. h£ 
ever, seen in the settlements. The eider duck 
is said to abound on the great lakes and on 
the north shores. The Newfoundland goose 
is a remarkably ekgant bird, easily domesti- 
eafced, bui^ does not breed; it is about the si^e 
of the ocHBmon goose, but with a mere swaa- 
like form, and has a black ring round its neck 
It is a variety of aoser Canadensis, vulgarly 
calkd busterd, from the French having named 
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it outarde, but I have not yet seen it figured; 
its neck is longer than the Brent goose of 
Berwick, which it much resembles. 
• The sea-birds are very numerous, from the 
gull, through the duck tribe, to the goosander, 
the gannet, the great northern direr or loon, 
thelittle auk, the puffin, and the razor-bill; — all 
these, with many of the land or lake water 
fowl, are, however, disagreeaWy fishy. . One 
of the tests of the cook is, never to roast a 
duck which has a saw bill, or, in other words, 
whose bill is serrated. 

In winter, many of the arctic icebirds fre- 
quent the coast, but the large auk or penguin, 
(alca. impennis,) which, not fifty years ago, was 
a sure sea-mark on the edge of and inside the 
banks, has totally disappeared, from the ruth- 
less trade in its eggs and skin.'*^ 

♦ In the «* English Pilot," for 1794, is given the 
following account of this now, perhaps, extinct bird in 
Newfoundland :— " There is abo another thing to be 
taken notice of in treating of this coast, that you 
may know this by the great quantities of fowls upon 
the bank — viz., shearwaters, willocks, noddies, gulls, 
penguins. Sic, without making any exceptions ; which 
is a mistake, for I have seen all these fowls a hundred 
leagues off this bank, the penguins excepted." It is 
true that all these fowls are seen there in great quan* 
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But as the reader may wish for more par-^ 
ticolar information respecting the water-birds 

titles, but none are so much to be minded as the pen- 
guins, for theiie nerer go without the bank, as others 
do, for they are always on it or within it, several of 
them together, sometimes more, sometimes less, but 
never less than two together ; they are large fowls, 
about the bigness of a goose, a coal-black head and 
back, with a white belly, and a milk-white spot under 
one of their eyes, which nature has ordered to be 
under the right eye— an extraordinary mark. For 
my part, I never saw any with such a spot under their 
left eye. These birds never fly, for their wings are 
very short and most like the fins of fish, having no- 
thing upon them but a sort of down and short 
feathers," 

It would be interesting to trace whether any of these 
curious birds remain in Newfoundland. Cuvier de- 
nies that there are any true penguins (apterodytes) 
excepting in the Antarctic Seas. Perhaps the New- 
foundland penguin, which has given its name to so 
.many parts of the coast, is the great auk (alca), the 
catarrhactas of Brisson, and the gorfus of Cuvier — a. 
name he derived from goir-fugel, which they are 
called in Feroe. The auks have no thumb, like the 
South Sea .penguins; the penguin's legs are also 
placed further back than is the case in any other 
known bird. It is of much interest to natural history 
to know and trace whether it has been really extir-^ 
pated, or has only fled to uninhabited regions from 
its persecutors, like the Red Indian and the walrus. 
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ist Newfocmdlaiid, I am able to say that the 
following are found here^^the Ihtle grebe 
(colymbus minutas) ; the little auk or icebird 
(alca alle), which is called the sea dove, from 
its very etraage head^ and more bird-like 
look. 

The puffin (alca arctica), which may be 
<)alled the sea-owl, &om its eztraordinaiy head 
and wise look, and which frequents in myriads 
the islands about Bonavista Bay. 

The guillemot (colymbus troile), or merr 
of Newfoundland. 

The great northern diver or loon, or loo, of 
Newfoundland (colymbus glacialis). This 
beautiful^ solitary, and large bird is seen on all 
the Canadian lakes, with his speckled black and 
white plumage, and his long neck, roond which 
a row of black bands are drawn, and which the 
Indians dry for omimiwt. I remember ob- 
taining a dozen of these, and ik^ were mad^ 
into tippets, and looked very pretty. 

The imber goose (colymbus immer), is 
sometimes met with to the northward of the 
island. 

The black tern (sterna fissipedes) is met 
with occasionally. 
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Thi^ caoasMi tem or BearswaUaw (sterna 
IsnuMlo)^ ii^ very pkntiftil. 

The wagci or grea;t grej gull (kms nd&yins), 
uAthe eomsuDngoll, or Mfl^mew (knwcanus,) 
ne verf plentcfol, as w^ as siaiiy cih&t kukts 
of gull, including the arctic gull (1. parasir 
ticos), whicii^ it is well kuoim, i^arsixes the 
ftottlfar gulls to make them drop £ktm prey, 
whcaee it has bees supposed that he UW 
t^Km tibe excanements wfaieh fell from them. 

The kitthrake or annett (kma rissa), which 
is eaten in l&etland, and rnaer^ other pkeas, 
as well as the tarrodc (L tridactyliffi), also 
frtqwsat Kewfoundlatod. It is of these kindis 
the Esquimaux, in Labrador, make clothmg 
aad eaps, as wiell as use them for food. 

The fukoar or mallemoker (proeellaria faci- 
alis )^ freqisenta the nortiiem Aores of Lat 
brador and Newfou&^aaid^ as well as the 
shearwa^r ^p. puffi&us), the stormy petrel, oa: 
Mother Gary's chidEoa (p. peUgaca^ abounds. 

Of the mergus tribe, the red-breaated merw 
ganser (mergus senator ), and the goosander 
(m. merganser), are found here. 

Ammgrt the anas tribe, I am not certaim 
abofut the wild swan, and have already menr 
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tioned the Newfoundland goose and Canada 
goose, which are seen with the common wild 
goose (anas anser), the latter in multitudes in 
Labrador, in [the spring and autumn, until 
September, with the laughing goose (anas 
albifrons). 

The eider duck (anas moUisima) is common 
in both Labrador and Newfoundland, as well 
as the velvet or great black sea-duck (anas- 
fiisca), the scoter (anas nigra), or black diver. 
The black freshwater duck and the scaup 
duck (anas marila) frequent the lakes and 
ponds as well ias the sheil-drake (a. tadorna), 
the widgeon (a. penelope), and the teal (a. 
crecca). 

The pintail duck, which is good to eat, is a 
very handsome bird; and from its pluniage 
and the shape of its tail, is called the sea 
pheasant, and is found here, as well as a very 
similar bird (anas glacialis) the long-tailed 
duck, whose down is equally rich as that of the 
eider duck. 

• That immense sea bird, the lazy cormorant, 
or cormorant (pelicanus carbo), is also common 
on the desert rocky places of the coast, parti- 
cularly about Trepassey and to the north- 
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ward; and so is another species of pelican, the 
gannet or solan goose (pelicanus bassanus). 

The Baccalao, or as the sailors call it 
Baccaloo bird, now somewhat answers the 
same end as the auk, or penguin, which has dis- 
appeared. It is rarely seen beyond the banks, 
which it frequents for the offal thrown out of 
the fishing vessels, and for the shoals of small 
fish; they are usually seen floating, and are 
black and white, being a variety of the mer- 
gus family. 

These birds principally resort, on shore, to a 
large and precipitous desert island, at the 
mouth of Conception Bay, called Baccal|to, or 
Codfish Island, and where they may be seen in 
uncountable myriads, and where the adven- 
turous eg^-hunter suspends himself from the 
precipices, to gather the eggs and young. This 
favourite^spot, as well as the desolate islets to 
the northward, called the Funk Islands, and 
many others similarly situated on the rugged 
coasts, or in the neighbouring ocean, the terror 
of mariners, are rendered white by the ac- 
cumulation of , sea-bird's dung; but an. act of 
the legislature has now forbidden the taking 
of eggs, or the young, on account of the utility 
of the birds as a sea-mark. The Funk Isle is 
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so covered hj it mi^y feet de^, that it kas 
been suggested, tiiat it may prove a profitable 
article for the agricuitiirists now starting into 
operation in Newfoundland, in the same way 
as the guano dung on the coasts of the lower 
pacific, which forms a very valuable article of 
li'affic there. 

Of the cetaceiB, or whale family, that ax- 
trsordinary race, combining the characters of 
the mamndferous inhabitant (^the earth, with 
those of the denizens of the ocean, without 
being amphibious, tibe seas of Newfoundland 
fiirnish many diversities. 

There is no branch of natural history more 
interesting, than the study of the cetaceous 
animals. The blading of a mild and hum- 
less monster of the deep, which furnishes man 
with oil, and with a singular substance unlike 
bone, or any other production of animal life, 
by which the creature lives, and has hia 
being, and which serve him to procure hia 
food in place of teeth, with another specm^ 
ferocious m the extoamte, witii a eavemous 
mouth, edged with formidaUe teeth; (iie va- 
riety in the size of the diiiNrent kinds, and 
yet a shape common to all, with the great 
attribute of titat maternal Mre evinced by all 
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animals deriTii^ tlmr irM fionrislmieiit from 
the mother's teeast;— all tiiese circitBistaAoes 
soider th6 babits «tid Mturai of the ootaoeoos 
ttibe, objects ofiateme interest; whilst by por- 
saii^ isfais etttdy^ we arrive tt the <HniG}tision, 
that n large {m^ition of thk singular creatioa 
is jet tt&k&own, and tlwt instead ef being con- 
fined in their ^d U tke minute and micro- 
scopic insects of the sea, the whales are gene- 
rally deTtanirers of large Mi, and are dreaded 
both from ibm ske wsA their TyMracity, by 
most of ^ iiduibita»ts <^ the vast deep in 
wbich tiiey rotm. 

The best modem dccounts of 1^ northern 
whales t^t I bare been able to gsther, are 
those of Scoresby tnd Bewbnrst, and having 
been in early youth high enough north to see 
tile constant mn for weeks tc^ether^ and to 
observe the wliale tAsrsy I have neted down 
many observflKionB ttpon this class, both in the 
northern see« of Europe, America, and lite 
great Golf of St. Lawrence and Labrador. 

The oMBi and golf whale fishery is now 
becoming of much value to Newfoundland,, 
and it will therefore not be uninteresting to 
state the description ^ fish which are likely 
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to engage these coast fishers, as the northern 
ice fishing is fast failing. 

Of these we will coI^me^ce with the true 
balsenas, the toothless whales; and first, with 
b. mysticetus, the great common oil whale of 
the northern ocean, or great Greenland whale, 
which occasionally visits these regions; not, 
however, so frequently as to form an object of 
chase. 

Of this class, the mysticetus lives on me- 
dusas animalculae, such as actiniae, sepiae,: 
<>liones canori, helicae, and occasionally even 
squillae (the shrimp), and there are three well- 
known kinds: — the mysticetus, or great whale- 
bone whale, the icelandica, and the gibbar, or 
razor-fish, so named from a sharp dorsal fin. 
They vary in size, from forty-five to seventy 
feet, andthequantity of oil is proportioned to the 
length of the baleen, or longest blade of whale- 
bone — one foot giving one gallon and a half, 
and twelve feet, twenty-one gallons; the mys- 
ticetus being the best, and its jaws or head 
bones affording the purest oil. The inferior 
jaw-bone sometimes measures twenty-five feet, 
the animal has a black skin on its back. 

The Iceland whale, grey whale, (nordcaper 
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of Laoepede) is longer than the miysticetus, but' 
has a smaller head, and swims much quicker. 
It is also Yoracious, and having a larger gullet, 
feeds on shad, mackerel, small cod, and herrings. 
It is immediately known, when seen, by the 
spiracles ejecting water in radii or streams, 
and not in a jet, as in other whales. The 
razor-back is another variety, and, sometimes 
called finner. 

Of the true or toothless whales, seven species- 
have been observed. Lacepede has formed 
the balsBUoptera, or finned whales, into a dis- 
tinct class, and has placed the gibbar, or fin 
fish of Pennant, first. It is longer and more 
slender, and of course affords less blubber and> 
oil than the common whale; it blows quicker, 
is of a bluer tinge, and is at once knowir 
by its homy fin on the lower portion of the 
back. This fish, it has been accurately ascer- 
tained, is sometimes a hundred feet in length, 
and is more fierce than its sluggish fellow of 
the northern ocean. 

The next of this class of finners, is the b. 
acuto rostra, or sharp-nosed whale, which I 
saw within a day's sail of St. John's, in 1840, 
alongside the ship. It is the beaked whale of the 
fishermen, and about twenty-five feet long; its- 

TOL. I. B 
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whaLd)ane k yeUonirii^ tiun,. and. sfiourteaaa^ 
paraoLt, and it ha&pouGhefi, oi: fdldfi o£ &% (m 
its throat aiid bdl;. 

But the most coouiiiDiL of thia daas ia the 
Newfonndlaod seae^ ia baloeiuxpteis.. jubartea^. 
or piitiQ^eaded hwmj itedotrafil fiitlieiiif two 
feet and a hal£ high;. It lives m capdin^ lasw^ 
fish, a)id argmiautkff aQCtaea|.ahS{^fii2ie&Q£ dia^ 
or sepia. When it opens its mouth to refiaiva, 
food, tJie plaits or* folds of tha belLy mifold, 
and assumei in^ tha fQXQ part or tbso^. an el&-* 
gantly atHpodred^cokor:. 

Theronqjoal, ki^nqgoajiof Lace||6de,ia sHoothi^ 
variety, being v^afe is naaa% called tho. 
broad-nosed wMe ^ it attains a. Iub^ length;, 
its back ia blaclosh aoid marMad^ and bi^y af> 
a white hne;, bui;^ aa it ia verjf airiGfc, and 
yields less oil timi the other larga wfasdes^ it 
ia not nmcb hnawxtai: aoughst afbec*. 

Tbe/naxt ordfer i& the psedentuto^ or thoae. 
with teethi ia. the anterior paj:6 (£ the jaw^ 
and embraces the monodona or narwhales^ 
the unicoma of ottr. wbalea^ whicJi, inataad of 
uniform teetli,. ara fiimished with a tod^. 
pieroeir or swnsAy aiid are thsrefore called* 
swordrfidi. Th^y «e nctt veiy oxmimon oa 
these ^T&Si: ^c^ting Nortfai Labrador,, and^ 
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afe dmdsd: voto two sp^c»% the aingkHmrorded, 
and donlbie swrndei; tie fonoDer lidiig firoBft 
tkbrteen to ^orteen &efc ko^ &e latter^ fmtf 
tmb^ to tii^]ll3p6v^ Tke;f appear to lire 
on segtas; or cnttfe-^fisfi; seme <tf these creatureaf 
itf e of a separate tadlie o» tlu Labrador coast, 
ami have (me or twe stttall^ dreoised teeth ixi 
the hwet javr. The £cR|ciiBuu£x find thenv 
dbadl e^asiMally^ aod eaJl than anayiak, or 
the af emAt fish; t9i^ ale terf lare^ amid are 
tataed by thode Uabbeir^sten^ for the ape« 
jOKBt ciaditf o£ their fledi and oii 

The sKfebdoskato cetaaea, lurve teeth only ii» 
the lower ja^w, and are s^na&rkable for the size 
of die heady whick fi^qneady occupies nearly 
e&e half,, or more than a third of the whole 

These are the caehalotSy and are df varibus 
speoies, 3tscb as phyieter, maeafecq^alas, ceta- 
doxi^ trumpo, cyimdisciis, aoid uncaps. They^ 
&i^l£3h^ amba-gns asBd spenaaeeti* The first 
sMmm' an eaonodna tuod ah&ost iiicredible 
Bengthy bat is tfimaHy a^ttt sixty feet. It is 
said, on good aatheril^, that i£ hasr reached 
IM feet; it feeds on IrmpSshy enttle-fish^ 
the d(^ fishy and evexi swallows^ the; small 
sharks It is ^metimes seien en these coasts,. 
e2 
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but its usual habitation is higher north, as well 
as the lesser cetadon, or small spermaceti whale. 
The seat of the spermaceti is below the nose 
or snout, and its oil, as is well known, is su- 
perior to all other animal oil for the lamp. 

Thetfumpo, or blunt-headed cachalot, is 
oftener observed in these seas, and is called 
the New England cachalot; its head is enor- 
mous, and nearly divides the body into half, 
it attains sixty feet in length; this upper 
jaw is five feet longer than the lower, and 
round at the nose. The teeth are dispersed, 
eighteen in number, and fit into cavities ' of 
the upper jaw; it has an observable pro- 
minence on the back, instead of a dorsal 
fin, and the pectoral fins are small. -^ It is 
very ugly, and very bold and swift, opening 
its huge jaws in fight, like the hippopotamus. 
Its oil is contained in cells near the brain, 
and is got at by boring the skull. It is also 
productive of a very pure and fine oil from 
the blubber, of which it yields an ample supply. 

The physeter cylindricus or round-backed 
spermaceti whale, has a hunch eighteen inches 
high on its back, jaws nearly equal, head one- 
third of carcase, and teeth twenty-five, curved 
and sharp, in each lower jaw. It is of an uni- 
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form black colour, and about fifty feet in length . 
by thirty-six in girth. It frequents many por- 
tions of the North Atlantic. . 

The next is microps or the small-eyed sper- 
maceti whale, the black-headed variety, and 
one of the most dangerous of the whole tribe. 
Its teeth are long and formidable; they are 
conical, and set in two-thirds of the length of 
the lower jaw, and are about forty, in number. 
It is about the size of the preceding, and is re- 
markable for a high dorsal fin which is acutely 
pointed. This fierce whale attacks porpoises, 
and also fights with those of its kind, tearing 
lumps of blubber from their bodies. Of course 
it is rarely caught, but its flesh is prized by 
the Labrador Esquimaux. It yields a great 
quantity of spermaceti, and very little oil. 

Occasionally the physeter malar, or great- 
finned cachalot, an inhabitant of the North Seas, 
is seen, and immediately known by its huge 
back fin, which stands up like the mast of a 
ship, and by three hunches succeeding this fin on 
the lower part of the back. Like its congeners, 
it is fierce and wild, and seldom captured; its 
teeth are obtuse, and vary from eight inches to 
six, the longest being in front; it is gre- 
garious. 
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The p. i»d(SDa cr twontaottoi satim mMtei 
i^afwiaiicalde^dslxi, reflaetis^ light ftrongiy^ 
and looking as if It iMPe £Di; into rtmdc&L 
& ^ sDasikr &»! ti^e otibirs^ aaai bas <izdf two 
hmj htaml teetii, m^ a shtstp Buusde. 

A ooiomoBcr tootiM idsid m tios part «£ 
the ocean, of thb faisiiy, is the hundi^ «^ 

mon wibate, birt is mneii sGialler, and has its 
hack fiimiai^ w^iAore tuhefoks or honchea, 
henoe eaSed the hnndihadL 

IBf tills a^M)ount, care&Uf ffitractad frcm 
tihe best jffil3iori^e&^ uA the msx^ ^dicerra^ 
tkm, the coituyiaDly'moehf«i <sffm<nm iSmt tthe 
whale ifi a pwr, hamleiB traatimy inth a 
Itoftt that w(^d cbete nvjth a ht3& wt, 
yanishies like a leng-ch^rMed snpei^stiliofa. 
Th»@e-foiirtltfi (nf tibe whole lai»SJf arc £^ce, 
wwSctjm mSmk^ frondcmi and csp ahj^ <af 
irarfiHowing laii|e fish* Jbij hodf whK^ hais 
i^i^s^ die AtlMtlc may hare asm th$ tsa^M 
of porpoia^ «»d att anatipr £7, 'v^^ pusv 
joed hjikem fiXHi^teni, who rari^ ahprtl^iii- 
falves m Ihe cfaaae ahoir^ inater^ and iSm £allf 
acconiais £1^ io few heing oapt^x^ eseeptiu^ 
in the icy aeaa, where tib^r are, as it w^pe^ 
hemmed in by the ice and the ships. Th^m 
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ii3igtjiiit(mB.samasa^^ oJX, are geae- 

rally of the toothless or milder tempfframniit, 

^tidfeoBBw wBspmOj ;an jnldom fiie^pftaied, and 
^eld us <ins&f qpermaceili wand flpesma^d;! 
0iL 

M k Urn JasniBr <vdiidi engage the emsiU. 

aBdixacgiilflriAale tfiduary nf Tthe J^ewfouod- 

iond coast, jemd tlott irnmripaHyan 1^ harhoor 

isoHtts >iff ddie soidii, and in the golf. So- 

4dang tcan be mare .camman in sailing tip nr 

down rthe ftt. Jjamnnoe, nithBr in the ^^vwt 

s^poA nf laiasd&v^ nr in rdiesamalka: one of 

fjJaq^idiantoweivefasSes of allsiiEeay&oBitiie 

iaiigefitifiDaierds) (the jsmaDest panpcdae or dol- 

ffakk^ imd the ^oEbent to mrlnoh thk &hfiiy 

IB 'JcaiiriBd (Cm 'hy the ^intissBns of the United 

fiteteSy and iiy^ onr itdlaimtey is jxmaii greater 

Ibon ihsB Iseen iinagined. in my journal off 

kiffifiay of idle fieoran Ifila8ids,ItfindarQ()eajked 

■Mfii^npa nf jfio]^ i)he hlaflk and grey infliale in 

IfiSl ; and abuse (that rtime, I.fafl« obsoi^ed ithat 

heKB ne nf iaU the iranons cetaoea coknanon on 

fae GoaakB \Bi Kem^nndland. A gestknuoi ^of 

Wfs&BB here^ ia» ifiaoared me that he hm 

een the huge*headed spermaceti Mhate fhyisig 

Jk& A^i^fnae, or pe]^upsfin(rsa2ng:hi6|)r«7, in 
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the very mouth of the narrows of St. John's 
Iiarbour. 

In a voyage of two months' duration, from 
London to St. John's, in the suinmer of 1840, 
I kept an Atlaatic journal, and find, that on 
approaching this coast I saw, on the 30th of 
J\ine, a shoal of porpoises alongside in a heavy 
sea, and with them seven or eight bottle-nosed 
whales, almost touching the ship on the lee 
side; on the 3rd of July, a dolphin in a 
tumbling sea, with porpoises and a large sper- 
maceti or big-headed whale; on the 6th, in a 
high sea, an immense shoal of porpoises, with 
three large birds hovering over them, and small 
fish jumping up; the porpoises jumped high 
•put of the water; and, again near sunset, ano-; 
ther shoal and a large whale. Soon after this w€ 
saw a heavy shoal of bonitos jumping out of th^ 
sea, and two whales; on the 21st, after having 
long buffeted against contrary winds, we saw a 
Baccalao bird, a proof of being near the banka 
and many whales; on the 22nd, in 'latitude 
48°, longitude 48** 55', in a great swell, ii 
■cold but fine weather, we observed many birds! 
and many blunt or bottle-nosed whales of tl| 
^smaller kinds. 

On the 23rd, just before we made Baccalg 
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Ldand, at the entrance of Conception Bay, the 
land which was first discovered, as it is said, 
by Cabot, we saw a pike-headed whale about 
twenty-five feet long, which came alongside and 
played about under-water for some time, evi- 
dently in pursuit of prey. He had a brown 
back, and very white sides and belly, and the 
fin or dorsal projection was in the centre of his 
back ; his muzzle was very acute, and had two 
blow-holes; which shews him to have been a 
true whale, and not of the dolphin kind. His 
fin or bump was in the middle and not at the 
caudal end of the back, — ^thus he was a new 
species, not analogous to the rostrata. 
i On thev 24th, we made the Bay of Concep- 
tion, Baccalao being about five miles off, the 
fi)g suddenly clearing, most fortunately for us. 
Here we saw whales innumerable, some very 
Ilrge indeed, and continued to observe them 
in running' down to St. John's, all along the 
c6ast. This is mentioned to shew that these 
valuable fiish abound here, as well as to state 
my belief, that whenever the porpoises, dol- 
phins, bonitos, or other fish appear unusually 
agitated, they are pursued by these cannibals, 
if I may so term a class of fishes preying on 
their own species. Frequent observations on 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1S&0 AiauL wjsmsm: 

MsA in ihecgiBflBt «lBBiy 0f tfcke SLiamremej 

430B9|d!l)QIS3B!B llf the ^tot. 

idf dodiiiSDBy ^orpcdass, and ^siuupuiMss. 31he 
(ddpihxas .iy(iDB^tiiii6is adabam Ae Jeogiii tdtbwsoisf' 

4Rrith a xmr ixS zsaaiaA iotA in ^Intfi jaws, joifl 

tdiflir proeeBBB&y coiirtzaKXted likes hmaaniuoKd. 
It is well temdted imth >teiB^ i^ofc ^eidom is 
ingEEC *3m WIQ6QEL instiy sand dsfisrs ifa>si the 
fyjiflphaii n luaviDg a:dM03l;er iieflB^or Bunzt. Its 
Msl is twoed sfter being xasped fir ^ved. 
it Inineows m naiteafie»^«Md«i)Dd aa&d, l&e 
j& ^, «id ]k€B (m anil dislitfu 

Tiffi dDlpiun cftfcheancieatfilue heem ALneadgr 
-^afiten deBoriiMd^ibxil}, » it isisitereBlaJig) its^cha- 
jSMQtaistiBSdTC^YAin €£^Q)im 

* JQdpbiaiu dide^ifaaB, de^inns antifuoaum ; <»ir- 
pore longo sabtenti^xofitro longo, acutOf»«the oye de 
mer, dauphin valgaire, of Lacepede. Body, nearty 
oval:; Icogtli vfnve or ten 'feet ; tiead ends in n aiiadle 
^e a fahd's beak, -nith a traaiMQBne fioiU of skin 
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^dpiiig, the gnuBpw is IkB hr^eat; thej 
4iSbr 3flbtfe &Qn the posfMrno^ but kairo & 
^jbmtar Bosm^ a IMemcvr^ated, agad the dor- 
sal fin \argR ftod ingh, ivifii fwty teetii im 
Ae tiK^ ^iiTi. TjMf flre tmsxbf or twrenty- 
five ieet k«f, ImOy^ wd ierodcnn, asid e«t 
fiwi &cdr cMfeMTO, tlie doi^ia nd for- 



Tite nrard grampiM, or d. gladiato, has s 
OMt fiiDsgkr scmitar-ilnped higli domal £&, 
kag, buy;, nd tvMd at tfae baae. Bie^gn^wi^ 
to thirty feet, and is a fierce and untixmg per- 
MtsBtor 'rfldia widfiririiate nd of iiie jhanaless 

There is also a specks of doljjdun in Hie 

acrosB die upper part of the snout ; cylindrical teeth, 
a Ifttle poiDtedy and one ineh tanA ct IrtAf ab<Mr« the 
49Hi« ««7iic is nnsDiMT aMivdiqg to age» aa«My 
«0 aiiiety or oumb^j-ms; hatg^; teeo 4)0anit6d ; ]Bi»utiL, 
vjde; dorsal fia^ high, and placed nearer the taiU 
and curved near extremity backwards ; pectoral fins^ 
%om and ov«ii<>lbnnedt tall, aemi-luiiar, and has two 
itim bUmf otw OMofc vthsr; uj^iar tivteet Uaefc ; 
chest, wioft^; vshte :cay fiasses beaealh isy«e ii»wAnk 
pectoral fins. Master Arion must have had an un- 
easy seat on this fish. 

The «|Aeiidid dolphin of the AHantie is much the 
«we in flhape asd size, %at Use aad greea, aani ia- 
ideseobaUy Mloiured. 
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northern seas, which has only two teeth in the 
lower jaw, grows to forty feet in length,. with 
a spear-shaped fin on his back, near the tail: 
his upper jaw is beaked like a duck's. 

. The wild dolphin (d. ferus) has twenty teeth 
in each jaw, but is not very common here. It 
is known by its head being rounded and nearly 
on a level with the back, very thick at the crown, 
and suddenly diiiiinishing to the muzzle, where 
it ends in a short, round nose. The jaws are 
-equal, and it is usually about fourteen or fifteen 
feet long. 

Thetursioislike it, but has a curved dorsal 
fin, flat beak, and the lower jaw the longest, 
with twenly-one cylindrical teeth in each. Its 
dorsal fin is like that of the splendid dolphin, 
being a regular series of high and spiny pro- 
x^esses along the back, rising in an inclined 
plane, and incurvated near the taO, where 
another projection rises, and stretches to the 
<5audal fins, which consist of two semi-lunar lobes. 
He is black above and white below, and is re- 
markable as floating high when swimming. 

Besides these, there is another recent divi- 
sion of the whale family, hyperoodon, or 
delphinus [deductor, being the common species 
known in the North Atlantic as the calling or 
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ca-ing whale, or bottle-nose, bottle-head, floun- 
der's-head, beaked whalej and heading whale. 

I saw once in Shetland, when a youth, in 
1810, one hundred and thirty of these whalea 
killed, in a roe, or small sound in Unst, and 
there was something remarkable about the 
event. I was walking on the shore with the son 
of Mr. Mouat, a large proprietor in that Ultima 
Thule, before dinner, when we came upon 
some whalebones, and hie told me that about 
one hundred years before, if I remember cor- 
rectly, an inmiense drove of whales had visited 
that coast, and that seven years previously an- 
other smaller drove had comie ashore there, and 
had been captured, the bones being their relics. 
I observed that I ahnost wished I had been alive 
at that time, to have witnessed such a scene as. 
the capture of such an enormous drove must 
have been in a small narrow bay, almost land- 
locked. We returned to dinner, and whilst 
sitting at table with the magnate of Unst, a 
person came in hastily, to inform the lord of 
the manor that a drove of ca-ing whal^ were 
in the bay, or voe. Not much time was lost ; 
weapons and boats of every kind were in re- 
quisition ; the whole population poured forth,. 
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mA a; littbs: msasA viMAwasiyi&siil^&Bt&tt^ 
witk her gaaa^ asdided te dari^ the tiisfertim^mef 
^itors on shflie. AdeezLe of bteoct aoad cbn- 
Iiiss9% ol upreajf aad dj(w;f enradl : ft^ oM 
whales goaxsdbd thdr yenfig i«iA .afl^tsDmaite 

iKHii^ and^ after a kogldiisa^ s«ni^«, maai a# 
vBmd pxemtod. Tte ba^ wa« a !&^t <ii 
hiMd ; the wM fiiton^Q^m €fl9ti^; aud I ds# 
ajcaie aeUou totewsCoM^bf aiE]F<^«^ fern 
htmdied^ ami tbirtf wsm A$M. 11^ kfirges« 
iwafflGredfbfli tm^i^bf^tm} U twmtf-&^ as 

Ihb &di k dstioi^iflhed from &e grampuif 
b}r tiie aiHatfia» of iSm dwsMtt fti aai^ momi 
img&L m3t Asirrafnsassr of tibe p^toral &sj», 
&Em aanlnnil^erof teeA, anobi iMiteeobttf, thef 
whole hed^ hidiB^aiEBrogtbkelr, and tie BdiFf 
only hkdkiah^ and tiie^ ahm^ of ar ^ooth; 
sldfiisg^oiiy anhstaisee, fihe^ o%d silk; hea^ 
obtaae, upper jaw projeetiBg soiae iadseft bwr 
the kwwer^ endiiijf m a Wmt j«?ocessi That rfi 
is a d^hin^ cr aQied to that spedes, is^shewnf 
hf the sir^ blo'^^olei or s^riracle. It has* 
twD-and-tweaty conic teeth^ a little hooked j 
aitd'Ae featafe has two breastsr/ orteats, larger^ 
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judds good; oil;* its body ia' tindc,. and. afioot: 



Tbe^iSGit fisBOflioit ig <iff^fliiii!^M^Bjff tff> and. the. 
spmgs of thorn: sem^ d; bdoga^. or the white* 
whale, idndi fails ttaer firazen& mrth* Ibr tide; 
rrn^ESF iiijoidiiweffltfaer;^ Iteibnes en cod axul fiat; 
&fay and. Tsrieff ficsmr aightowr ta laaeiityr fiaat,, 
hat ia sians matilytiuBitlBmd^ei. This fiah is? 
wegyhaiaifciMat s.difitaiiQ^ haag daazKngly 
idihfe. lia^bQad i» amdL and long;, hotit ^ws 
eopmly witii aane; ar testis flasdl ttant tee^ ini 
eadi, ane^afly plaead^ ti&& hqfeab^. in front 
near the niu^e; the montL ia smalL Inr 
ateadof adonii fin^. thia dalphixi: hsEK onlj a 
longHndiBalfnjaBtiiBLoitti^^ Thapec^ 

ttonds fins are ora^^ lionady and thid& Th& 
spi]!a(^iaitttfae fixmt.paisbafitii&haBd, with a: 
lanp^narit^ndiB^ cflsaaab the water ejested 
to M haekwards^ Tha^^e is ffloaalL and pro-^ 
jectmg. This is the white porpoise of Labrador 
and the St. Lawrence, alwap found only in 
partioQiar parts, ofi tiieiiyar, or golL* 

Of amphrbionsycreatarw, ortihfose fteqnent?- 
ing both elements, the seal and the sea horse, 

* Vide '<The Canada&in 1841J' 
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the otter, the beaver, and the mufik-rat, are 
also included in this division of animated nature. 
We shall only mention the family of the seals. 
There are several varieties in the Newfound- 
land seas :* the common seal (phoca bitulina), 
the hooded seal (p. cristata) ; the former, yel- 
lowish grey, or brownish with yellow. spots, 
becomes white from age — ^from three to five 
feet long. The othier, seven or eight feet in 
length, and dark, with a piece of loose skin on 
its head, which can be inflated and drawn over, 
the eyes, and is nearly musket-proof; the 
nostrils are also' distensible, so as to give it a 
formidable look. 

These animals are too well known to need a 
particular description, and the sea horse (tri- 
chicus rosmarus) resembles them, excepting 
in size and in the head, and in having two 
enormous canine tusks in the upper jaw, point- 
ing downwards, and sometimes two feet long. 



* M. de la Pilage sent a specimen of the calo- 
cephaltts (lagurus) of F. Cuvier from Newfoundland; 
and the leonine seal, (stemmatopus cristatus,) caUed the 
hooded seal, and p. cristata, becomes very large there ; 
but the seal family is not yet well known, even to our 
naturalists, for Fischer describes this as a separate 
species, and calls it mitrata. 
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It has been seen here as big as the largest ox, 
and twenty feet long, covered with a short yel- 
lowish hair. As already observed, it was for- 
merly abundant, but is now nearly, if not 
quite, extinct in Newfoundland. 

The beaver and the musk-rat have been alsa 
already noticed; nor should we have men- 
tioned the seal tribe again, but that they are 
so obvious a link between the land quadruped 
and the sea mammalia. The seals are pisci- 
vorous, as well as the walrus, which, it is said, 
however, lives chiefly on sea-plants, such as 
fdcus digitatus, and thus constitutes, another 
link in the great chain which connects the 
herbivorous amphibia with the fish-eating ce- 
taceous family, the intermediate family being: 
the manati, or sea-cow of the tropical regions.* 

* I have been very particular about the whales, kc,, 
as it is an extremely interesting subject to the natives 
of Newfoundland, and the young men here are turning 
their attention to natural hbtory. 



YOt. I. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ANIMAL KINGDOM SECOND DIVISION: 

AMPHIBIA, FISHES. 

NatubE) in her wonderful adaptations of 
means to an end, has placed in the joold, de« 
solate, and stormy regions of tlie north, loi 
inexhaustible supply of xich^, vastly superior, 
in consequence of their effi^ts upon man, to Hit 
pearls, diamonds, and precious stones of the 
Eastern and warm eountries of the globe. 

By a singular train of geognostic revolu- 
tions, the bottom of the ocean in the vicinity 
of Newfoundland has been formed into a vast 
series of submarine bills and valleys, the abode . 
of a separate class of animated beings, deriving 
their subsistence from each other, and afford- 
ing to the courage and enterprise of man 
oceanic mines of wealth, exceeding the most 
sanguine measure of belief. 

I have been greatly struck, in the course of 
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maEiiy Yoyages across ikem rast banks, at ob* 
serving the truly wonderfal fectinditf of the 
tosser animals upon if hich^ and by which, the 
roraeiotiB and alMevotiring cod, an animal as 
YSiioBS in his choice of food as omniToroos 
man, chieiy snbsists. The incredible shoals of 
lance, a smaU, elongated, i^yery, eeMike crea« 
tore ; the intenninable armies of migratory her« 
Tings; the hosts of capelin, which are met with 
in their sereral seasom, csttse l^e seas to boil 
and glitter in their rapid paths, producing the 
effects of cnrrents npon the bosom of the 
tranqnil deep. The locusts, in their march of 
devastation, have darkened the sky as they 
flew, and rendered the earth invisible over 
whole countries when they settled to feed; but 
these axe as nothing in numbers to the pe- 
riodical joumeyers of the Newfoundland seas. 

ConM we see the hills and valleys of the 
Great Bank, and the neighbourhood of the 
iron-bound shores of the island on its Atlantic 
coasts, how vast would appear their population ; 
for they must be, in favourite places, literally 
covered by the cod dwelling on these downs, 
and by the cuttle-fish, which, with other mol- 
lusca, the cod uses as common food ! 

It is sufficient, however, merely to get upon 
s2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



260 ANIMAL KINGDOM: 

any elevated spot near the city of St. John's, 
and cast the eye over the stages upon which 
cod-fish are drying, to convince oneself that 
nature has rendered that description of the 
aliment of man a source from whence the mil- 
lions and myriads of the globe might draw 
their sole nutriment without even insensibly 
diminishing the supply.* 

In short, the northern fishes, not excluding 
whales and mammalia of the cetaceous kinds, 

* Anspachy who resided ia Conception Bay, de- 
scribes the scene of the capelin schule, or shoal, arriv- 
ing: — ^'It is impossible to conceive, much more to 
describe, the splendid appearance, on a beautiful moon- 
light night, at this time. Then its vast surface is 
completely covered with myriads of fishes, of various 
kinds and sizes, all actively engaged, either in pursuing 
or avoiding each other : the whales, alternately rising 
and plunging, throwing into the air spouts of water ; 
the cod-fish, bounding above the waves, and reflecting 
the light of the moon from their silvery surface ; the 
capelins, hurrying away in immense shoals, to seek a 
refuge on the shore, where each retiring wave leaves 
multitudes skipping upon the sand, an easy prey to the 
women and children, who stand there with barrows 
and buckets ready to seize upon the precious and 
plentiful booty, whilst the fishermen, in their skiffs, 
with nets made for that purpose, are industriously em- 
ployed in securing a sufficient quantity of this valuable 
bait for their fishery." 



\ 
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are, as is well known, most plentiful on these 
coasts. But, excepting the cod, fishermen 
trouble themselves very little about them; 
and the market of a city containing nearly 
twenty thousand people is scarcely supplied 
with any other sort of sea produce. Nay, 
such is -the disgusting manner in which these 
fish are laid out for sale, and such little pains are 
taken in killing and preparing them, that the 
first sight I noticed on landing, was whole rows 
of lanky cod laid in the dirty streets on the 
ground, whilst a dog was carrying away one in 
his mouth. It gives a fastidious stomach some 
trouble to reconcOe itself to cod-fish after this. 
The butchers also hang the bleeding skins of 
the aninjals they slaughter before their shops. 
Altogether, in these respects, less care is taken 
of public propriety in St. John's than probably 
in any British town in the civilized world. 

There should be a regular fish market and 
stalls ; butchers ought not to kill in the city nor 
at their shops; and, in fact, there must some 
day or other be a corporation to regulate such 
matters, for however cheap fish may be there, 
it would be decent to sell it properly. 

The British reader will scarcely credit me 
when I say, that no fresh fish is to be had in 
St. John's in winter, and that it comes occa- 
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mmHy frozis&9 fr^^ Halifax, bom {mvate 
friandfl of tbe merchaQts wd othars; and jet 
the harbomr k almost always apem or free fi^^m 
ice. A few trout are soio^ixofis broo^t m 
from tibe Bay of BuHs, or othdr oiii^art$; Imt 
tlie people exist generally on salted meat and 
i^tedfidbt. It ^ a wonder they rauau 60 free 
from cuimwm djbeases. The rich Utb much 
as elsewhere, with respect to freah meat^ and 
ftow procure beef and nmtton all the year 
round, whkh was not the cajBe ten years ago. 
That tli^y should not hat^ bertizxed them- 
aelv^^ to ^toblish'a macfaet to procmre fresh 
&h in the long winka^ and to increase their 
f^mibrts by encouraging agriculture^ shews 
plainly what has foimerly bem the state of 
sodety in this capital, whilst labouring under 
l^e stigma of 2fewfi:rundland being a mere 
fishing station. 

The Tsil is soon fiffced, Exc^ the persons 
ati»died to poblie colonial offices, who had 
nothing dise to look to, the m^^chants, a^ 
soon ae they obtained riches enou^ 1^ the 
city, to retire to Britain, and had regarded 
their stay in it as merely ten^rary. But a 
sew race has sprung up. The old merchants, 
men of Tery ^eat capital, are gone almost alto- 
geiher, and tiieir agents haTe become s&b^exs ; 
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ifbaiBt tile native^m pride themselyes upon 
tikeir birthplace, and much is doing, and much 
hag already been done, to improve not only the 
tone of society, but the comft^rts of the poor 
and the attainment of luxuries by the rich; 
but still their city wants a corporation, or 
something analogous to one, to make it what 
it ought to be. 

But to return to the cod-fish again. It is so 
QDinmon, tltt(t nobody has thought it worthwhile 
to detail its^genera or species. The principal fish 
caught diffears a little from the gadus morrhua* 
of LinniBUs, or ash-coloured cod; and I have 
neither seen nor tasted wy fish here at aU to 
be compared to that excellent British variety, 
— probably^ owing to tiie way in which it is 

* Gadus squftmU miyoribas (Blooh); morrhua 
(Bflfm); molvft rd morrhus of RondQlet; cablift 
(StrOm) ; see Arctic fishes of Dewburst Many spe- 
cies, all sea-fishy never frequenting rivers, except the 
barbot» live on craba^ whdl»» berringSi and other fish, 
and are so greedy as to eat their own young ; they 
cast up whatever they do not digest, like birds of 
preyi but their digeMion is very rapid, as a strong bait 
of haddock has been digested in six hours. Twice, on 
crossing the banks, I found large stones as big as a 
goose-egg in the stomach of cod; in fact* nothing 
comes ambs : they may be called the sea-ostrich. 
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caught and prepared, or rather unprepared, 
for sale. It has neither the firmness nor the 
flakiness of the London fishmongers' article.- 

The other largely-dispersed kind is the 
gadus carbonarius, the sey-fish of Norway, or 
coal-fish, — so called from the black colour it 
sometimes partially assumes. It is the best 
for alimentary purposes, and yields elsewhere, 
which is not attended to here, ichthyocolla, or 
isinglass; and it is a much more elegantly 
shaped fish than the common kind, and some- 
times weighs twenty or thirty pounds. The 
best specimens I have seen of this variety were 
caught in the Bay of Chaleur. The coal-fish is 
pickled in brine, and exported in barrels, but 
the common cod is the kind usually salted in 
bulk. In this town the bank-fish, or those 
caught on the banks, are supposed to be supe- 
rior in quality to the shore-fish, or those 
caught near the coast.* 

* Gadus callarias, tommy cod ; g. rapestris, rock 
cod ; g. a^enosuSy shoal cod, are also inhabitants of 
these seas, as well as the following: — Gadus mer- 
luccius, merluccius vulgaris of Cuvier, the hake ; 
gadus brosme, g. vulgaris of Cuvier, the torsk, or 
tusk ; gadus seglefinus, the haddock, which is some- 
times brought to market; gadus pollachius, the 
pollock. 
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Of the genus scomber, the mackerel is best 
known here; but although a good deal is 
caught for exportation, principally in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, scarcely any come to 
St. John's market. It is curious, that out of 
twenty-two known kinds only one should fre- 
quent the arctic regions. The horse mackerel 
(s. plumbeus), common (s. scombrus) and 
blue mackerel (s. maculatus), (s. vemalis) 
spring mackerel, (s. grex) chub mackerel, 
(s. chryseus) yellow mackerel, are found, and 
are supposed to cross over the Atlantic from 
the African coast. They aboimd in the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence, where the American fisher- 
men principally engross the fishing of them, to 
our prejudice. 

Scomber thynnus, the gigantic mackerel, or 
tunny-fish, also occasionally visits the coast, 
one haying been caught lately near Portugal 
Cove, in Conception Bay. 

The mullet (mullus barbatus et ruber) are 
also seen, as I am told, for I have only seen 
the red kind. 

Of the genus salmo, there are many and 
excellent kinds in the rivers and seas of this 
island, and the Labrador shore attached to its 
government. I shall enumerate a few, and 
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shall begin with ike salmo GreenlandicuB, or 
Greenland salmon, the sahno arcticus of Fen- 
nanty but whioh is^ I b^ve, the real Gceen* 
land rarietT^ and is here of immense iralue to 
the fisheries, as bait. The real salmo arcticus, 
which inlmbiis the stonjr ri^^rs in the Frozen 
Ocean, is a little fish like a grayling. 

This fish, the capelin, rarely exe^eds mrm 
inches in length; its colour is a very pale 
green,mtha tinge of brown above the abdomen, 
and its sules are silYery. Its most remarkable 
feature ccmsists in the male iSsh haying a 
rough fiasda, beset with minute pyramidic 
scales, standing u|Kright like a pile of plush 
above ths laterals. Whm the female sedcs 
the shore, for the purpose of deporting spawn, 
she is taken between two of these ridged males, 
and they all violently rui^ onwairds, the ccon- 
pressbn excluding the ova; two, tiitree, and 
even as many as ten,, have been observed thus 
glued together by these villous crests. They 
deposit their eggs amongst the smaller fuci 
and confervae, on which they feed, aa well S5 
on minute crabs, etc., and are extremely good 
eating, both fresh and salted, being reckoned a 
great luxury at home. 

Their shape is elongated, contracting ratiier 
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8«iddefiljt(mirdi tlbe tail; tbedomi fin in the 
middle of tiie badk, snd tke ins geotfaUj, 
father large for the si^e of the firii ; tail forked, 
aad flcafeg iwomte. In taste it resemUes tfae 
melt, and migratas to lievfoQiidland about 
tie middle of Jane, when it is so Attmerons as^ 
to caitte tiie week or two after the SOthdf tibat 
moBth to be cidied the ^ eapelin aeaaoii/' the 
wind being then easterly. The masses are so 
great, <bit a boat maj be filled in a couple of 
hours, hj two men with a landingHO/rt. It 
remsam on the coast for about six weeks, and, 
Me<«ding to Dr. ChappeQ, does not deposit 
its spawn, or reach Labrador, before Angnst 
or September; which most be a mistake, as it 
would be fatal to the fishery if thej came not 
fioon^. 

fh^j cover the surfoee of the ocean for 
mSes, and probably are drhrmfrom tiie arctic 
seas by ttMsir enemies, the whales and other 
fish; the cod devours them by myriads, and 
the beaches of Labrador and NewfounxUand 
are covered with their bodies to an incsredible 
extent. 

A os^Kn school, schnie, or shoal, is eagerly 
iooked for as the res! commencen^ent of the 
eod fishery. 
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So delicious is this little salmon reckoned, 
that a small keg of them well cured is a pre- 
sent for European friends. The best I ever 
'Observed were in the Bay of Chaleur, where 
more pains are taken to preserve them. In 
Newfoundland they scarcely care about them, 
and do not think them much worth exporting, 
"as a whole sackful dried may be had for a 
trifle. - 

In my note-book I find that the salmo salar, 
^r common salmon, is chiefly caught in. these 
regions in Labrador, whence it is a principal 
article of the export trade. In Newfoundland, 
the fisheries are in Gander Bay^ White Bay, 
Exploits and Bonavista Bays, with several on 
the western part of the south shore, but the 
island trade is not considerable; and in St. 
John's, fresh salmon is almost as dear and as 
scarce as in London, whilst the cured fish used 
t5omes from Labrador, — ^so all-absorbent is the 
cod fishery, on a coast abounding with such a 
variety of edible denizens of the ocean. 

There are many varieties of this fish here, 
but little is known respecting their habits. In 
Labrador they are taken from June to August, 
in stake nets, placed at the,mouths of rivers, in 
bays and harbours, and are split and salted in 
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large tubs, with stones put over them to press the 
pickle in. They are then resalted, and packed 
in tierces of two hundred: pounds each. The 
salmo trutta, salmon trout, and salmo fario,. 
common trout, with a variety called mud trout, 
are also plentiful in rivers and ponds; and th& 
little smelt is taken on some parts of the coast, 
answering to the osmerus eperlanus of Britain*. 
Of the genus clupea, c. harengis, the common 
herring is well known, and vast numbers are* 
taken in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and in all 
the Newfoundland bays. They migrate from 
Europe, in the way so often described, and 
arrive on these coasts about the beginning of 
May, and continue until the end of June. 
Their first appearance is hailed with delight on 
the east coast, about Conception Bay, as they 
are the first bait used for cod; the next being 
the lance, or sand-eel; the third, the capelin or 
best bait; and the last, the cuttle-fish or squid, 
in the beginning of August.* 

* The lance is a long thin fish like a sand-eel, and 
is of the eel kind ; it is the amnodytes tobianus. I 
have seen on the banks the sea alive with this little 
creature, pursued by its voracious enemies, and rushing 
to the side of the ship. 

The squid, or cuttle-fish, is the sepia arctica, or 
Greenlandica ; it is taken at the bottom by lines called 
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Chtpra verndis, the alewife^ find e. mimmit^ 
ibe tmtt, are cragkt in the €iil£ 

Of edb tkere are aagcciUa nmnena, the eom- 
men eel, and Idie ecmger (cofiger iKxarasna d[ 
Cuvkr). Xhe IbriBer are caag^ in afanost 
every pond and sfireiODy and the ix^aiflitants 
pla^ eel-basket»5 strnk ki the tarooloi at t&ssr 
outlets ittto the s;^, to their leeeptm. I 

jsggeny or d<iubi« hookt plaieecl back ta Imek, vitii 
lead, ditped like afi«ls on tke »haiik; aadwbelefleef[» 
of boats may be seen in the beginning of Avgust, fisb- 
ing for cuttle-fisb, which are caught by jerking or 
jigging the line. They are well katwrn, from their 
cnriooi property of exadfog an inky fMAy and fr^A the 
use to which it» shell is appUed in polishkig. Hunik'edi 
of tons of these mollttsca are thrown up where there 
are beaches by the sea, and produce an intolerable 
stench by tbeir decomposition ; in fact, throughout the 
i^and, ie takes s<mie time before one's olfaetory nerves 
can endure the varioaa powerful odours arising from 
rotting seal blubber in the oil vats, from decomposing 
seals' flesh and cods' heads^ and offal, used as manures ; 
and it appears very strange that such a perfect nui- 
sance as that of permitting seal blubber and cod ofal 
to melt into oil in huge cisterns by solar heat can be 
now endured in a city numbering twenty thousand 
inhabitants. Surely these processes, disgusting in the 
extreme, might be carried on in situations away from 
dwelling houses. The town is unendurable in autumn 
to strangers ; but such is the force of habit; that the 
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have not seen any of tlie species so closely re- 
sembling eds, petromyzon marinns or fluvi- 
adlis, sea or river lamprey, but beUere they 
are to be found. 

My notes famish me, in sea^fish, without 
attending to regular dassificatiosi, with some 
of the pletcronectes, as platessa flessus; the 
flounder, or dab of St. Lawrence, is so abund* 

people^ Jtvea thie gentry, become reeoiiciled to live ia 
an atmosphere <^ stifling stiak. Now an agricultural 
society is formed, manure of sea-fish bones will be 
used instead of the exhausting blubber and cods' 
head manure, which impoverishes the soil after a 
icison, is extremely eacpensive as well as offensive, and 
breeds innumerable flies and maggots, which prey 
upon all vegetable substances. I will only cite one 
year, 1840. I had to sow many garden culinary seeds 
four or five times, and even then without success, from 
a devastating grttb, which preyed on the vttals of the 
land ; nay, such was the voracity of insects that there 
was not a currant-bush, not a flower, not a tree, nor a 
plant of any kind, which was not unleaved by them. 
The nuisance of flies in St* John's is as bad as Hum- 
boldt's *<plaga de ks moscas,*' the pk^ue of flies, in 
the savannas cf the Orinoco. Their flshy odour is 
worse than their numbers, and they devour every- 
thing ; they hybernate, too, and every cupboard and 
crevice of a house arefiUed by them in winter, to swarm 
again in spring. The most intense cold has no effect 
on this 8even«fileeping race. 
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ant in Labrador, that I have been occupied, 
whilst detained bj a fog, in a boat on shore, 
in spearing them as fast as I could use the 
weapon. The turbot (p. maximus) is very 
rare, but the halibut (the hyppoglassus vul- 
garis of Cuyier) is common enough to embar- 
rass the fishermen, who detest it for the trouble 
it gives. It attains an enormous size, and 
when caught bj the cod-hook and brought to 
the surface, requires great power to bring it 
aboard. ChappeU, I think, states that the 
cruel fishers put a piece of wood across the 
gills, so as to prevent it from sinking, and 
then let it go. They call this spritsail-yarding 
a halibut. This immense fish is coarse, and 
rarely used, excepting by hungry sailors. The 
sole, I am convinced, notwithstanding the asser- 
tions of American naturalists, is very rarely 
seen in these seas. The only one I ever ob- 
served, after many days' fishing in the Gulf, 
was a very small one, dead in the belly of a 
cod. The.real plaice, also p. platessa, is either 
not sought after or is rare, but there is a 
variety sometimes brought in to St. John's, 
strongly resembling it, and the mouths of all the 
harbours abound with the species. 

It is said that the rays are also common, 
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such as the thornback (raia clavata) and the 
skate (raia batis), but I cannot speak from 
observation concerning them, nor of the perches, 
which, however, abound in the gulf rivers. The 
ponds and streams near inhabited places are 
chiefly tenanted by trout. 

Of the sea fish, I have seen lophius piscato- 
rius, the frog-fish; and squalus caniculus, the 
dog-fish, dreaded by the people using nets, from 
the mischief it does. It is remarkable for its 
singularly placed mouth. The sharks of this 
tribe abound, and even render the few bathing 
places there somewhat unpleasant. Of these, 
squalus zygaena, the hammer head; carcharius 
maximus, the blue shark ; selache maximus, the 
basking shark; carcharius vulgaris, the great 
white or common shark; and c. vulpes, the fox 
or thrasher, are the best observed. The latter is 
a great enemy to the small whales. I have 
seen the little fellow persevere in his attacks 
upon the huge animal, until the whale sprang 
out of the water, and made the sea foam with 
the torment or irritation he endured. 

The little pipe fish (sygnathus typhle) I have 
caught upon the banks, as well as exocetus 
mesogaster, the North Atlantic flying-fish ; and 
echeneis remora, the sucking fish, is frequently 
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iribserved. I iam dso wa^bdied with great ki- 
tarest m these iatitades the assididdes of t^ 
pilot Ml (caitroiiates dndxir) m foUemng a 
vessel, « w^ as t^ little nMsr 6Aj whose 
gMeric itttme and chaitcters I faa^e &ot been 
able to trace. 

Still, it wiU require iKCLch tine a&d obs^Ya- 
tioii to <d}iaiSL a perfect ikt of tiie iahaMtants 
of the deej) m these te^ofi^ and ^t too by 
a natundist better aoqu^ted with l&e sub- 
|ect IhBXL I am; for in no part <tf the ooeaa is 
l^re a gveatar varietjr, or so timck abu&daBce, 
wUlst tiie creatores feeding in the great in- 
teri<Nr lakes haTe jet only been ise^ by the 
Indians a^ for hunterB. 
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CHAPTER VL 

ANIMAL KINGDOM ^THmD DIVISION : 

IN^^CTS, WOLLUSCA, CEU8TACEA, ARACHNIDES, 
ANNULATA, AND ZOOPHYTES. 

It would "be a most onerous task for the most 
experienced naturalist to give a catalogue of 
Ae animals embraced in this division, which 
inhabit Newfoundland and its seas, — ^the inte- 
rior being unknown, and the coast difficult and 
dangerous of access, unless very well provided 
with pilots and means. 

The moUusca, or soft animals, are very nu- 
meroTB in the waters of the neighbouring ocean, 
and the most varied family appears to be that of 
the cephalopoda, of which tie sepia or cuttle- 
Mi is used as bait by the fishermen, as has 
been already noticed in the last chapter. 

The little ar^onatita, or Portuguese man-of- 
war, belongs to this class, and is frequently seen 
sailing tibout in his tiny "boat, with his purple 
t2 
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sail hoisted, and rowing with his tentacola or 
feelers. Whole fleets, indeed, of this ship-like 
fish are sometimes observed near the banks in 
calm weather. If the sea becomes very rough, 
or they are approached, the sailor within the 
shell draws in all his six oars or arms, concen- 
trates himself in his vessel, and descends. 
Nothing can afford a more interesting sight 
during the Atlantic voyage, than to see these 
singular creatures careering on the tops of the 
tiny waves, and even sometimes venturing, 
when the seas are rising, to sport their little 
barks upon them. 

The cephalopoda use their arms for walking 
along the bottom, for seizing their prey, for 
swimming, and for adhering to other bodies. 

Next come the pteropoda, swimming mol- 
lusca without feet, but which move by means 
of fin-like processes, placed on each side of the 
mouth. They consequently do not adhere to 
other bodies, neither can they crawl along the 
bottom. Of these, clio borealis is best known. 
It rarely exceeds an inch in length, and is a 
little oblong creature, of a membraneous struc- 
ture, with a head composed of two rounded 
lobes, from which the tentacula or swimming 
organs issue. It exists in sufficient numbers 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INSECTS, MOLLUSGA. 277 

to afford food for the toothless whales, with 
dio heliocina, whose bodj ends in a spirally 
convoluted tail, and is lodged in a very thin 
shell, which is used as a boat by the animal. 
The whale is said to prefer this sort of sea- 
snail. 

Of the family gasteropoda, snail and slug 
kinds, there are several, both in the seas and 
ponds, and in the earth of Newfoundland, some 
with and others without defensive shells, or 
with only the rudiments of them. 

This is a very large family, and embraces 
many curious and interesting shells ; but such 
is the present paucity of information about the 
interior, the want of beaches on the iron-bound 
shores, and the absence of a collection here, that 
I am unable to give a catalogue even with the 
slightest pretension to accuracy, but may cite 
planorbis, lymnsa, physa, turbo, paludina, 
crepidula, helix, buccinum, patella, and chiton. 

Of the acephala or heacUess moUusca, pro- 
vided with a testaceous mantle, all the bivalves, 
and some of the multivalves, are members of 
the race, the most important of which is the 
oyster; and in consequence of the want of 
beaches, this is either totally wanting in New- 
foundland, or exists only on the western coasts ; 
picton, anomia, area, mytilus edulis, the edible 
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mnsdes^ abcniad in the harfeauis and locky 
ghor^; also anodouta^ imio, cardita^ cardiufi]:, 
cjclas, tdlma^ lueiiia, ^enas^'mja, teredo^ (the 
ship woToif which is very destiucUve to the 
whar& in the harboor^) phoSafi, l^e excavator, 
and solen, the razor-fish, which buries itsdf ia 
the sand, and of which. I obserrod a plentMuI 
snpplj on the sandj beaches on thes Labrador 
eeast; hiatell% pajbelk, and crepidnBu 

Of the cirrhopoda ctr filamenied mfiUusf^ 
whose abdominal fiiaments answer as &^ or 
fins, b J which they affix themselves to foreign 
bodies,^ — the anatifa aare well Inownas adherjng 
to bottoms of ships, to rooks, p2bs, or,, in i^20rt» 
to any substances exposed to tiie sea^ ae also 
does the baknns, of which ti^exe axe many va- 
rieties in these seas* These are boA: called by 
sailors barnacles, and they firmJj believe that 
they turn into banuiele geese. 

Of the animatia axticnbita of Cnvier, there 
are serpula spixorbis on the seaw^d, serpnla 
vermicTiIaris^ and s. contortnplieata in abund- 
ance, covering evay inanimate tiling in the 
sea, as well as some sh#-fisk; terebc^a^ that 
curious animal which forms a tubular house of 
grains (^sand and minute pieces of broken sear 
shellsv 

I picked up on the Labrador coast some most 
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shofokr domieiks of creatures of this dass^ 
formed exactly like a depresBed lamp globe 
mik an overha&giia^ tooad lip, entirely of 
gndns of micaeeoiis saad, wMeh adhered fimdy 
encHigh to enable me to renoTe them oa board 
j^bip, bat their fragile nature prevaited even- 
tual prcserfvtion. 

The earth-w<Mrm, himbriciis terrestris, ap- 
pearsy like the erow, to inhabit all dimates; 
it is pkntifnl, e^en in the barren soil Jieast 
9fe. John's^ and there are seTeral qpedes. I do 
not know wheth^ tibe leech, hirudo^ inhabits 
the ponds, and creeks, and stagnant waters 
ha:e, biEt I think that the medidmal kind cer- 
tainly wiH not be found. 

Of tibe cntstacea, or (skareoits i^dled arti- 
csolatod aoimalSyKewfoiindlandprodBfiesarabs,* 
bnt none Tery large on the coasts near St» 
John's, bang generally minnte and not edibte. 
Lobsters (astacm maadnas) are iminmefaldft 
wherever the shore affiDrdstistem aresting-^plaee, 

* Cancer graimkitus, sand cral^ is €<Hiunoii to all 
these seas, and the pelagicus, or Gvlf-rtream w«ed-erab> 
is a miaute species seen here occasionally. The caneer 
Arcticus, and c. pusillus, or North Sea crab ; c. ampulla, 
or bottle crab ; c. nugax, c. pnlcx, and c. medusaram, 
ia« also observed, all minute aainuds. 
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and so little sought after that they are scarcely 
thought of sufficient importance to bring to 
market. The fishermen's wives from Portugal 
Cove and Broad Cove sometimes carry a sack- 
ful to the city when they are in season, and 
sell them from a penny to four or five pence 
a-piece, according to the size, but owing to want 
of precaution in catching them they are gene- 
rally watery and soft. The largest lobster I 
ever saw in any part of the world is found 
here, and they are equally plentiM in Chaleur 
Bay, Gaspe Bay, and along the Labrador 
shore, so much so that the capture is efiected 
by boys simply thrusting a pointed stick into 
the holes in the rocks or under stones. I do 
not think good shrimps are found, although 
astacus (crangon) and palaemon, the common 
shrimp, and the prawn, or varieties of them, 
are plentiful. Squillse, and gammarus are 
scarcely separated from these by some modem 
writers, and still less from the cancer tribe. 
The whale feeds greatly on them, and his sto- 
mach is often found Ml of gammarus mysti- 
cetus, the whale shrimp. 

Of the oniscus or wood-louse and whale-louse, 
there are different species, both of the terrene 
and marine kinds, here, and the lobster has 
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also a parasite which is very troublesome to him, 
nicothoe astaci ; indeed almost all the fishes are 
similarly troubled, particularly the salmon, 
with animals peculiar to themselves; of these 
the cod is sometimes dreadfully infested with 
lemse bronchiatis, a worm two inches long, 
and others are troubled with intestinal ene- 
mies, in the various forms of ascarides, echina 
rhineus, tasnia^ and sipunculus lendix. 

I shall not attempt to enumerate the fami* 
lies of arachnides found in this island, as I am 
am wholly unacquainted with their varieties. 
They are, however, extremely numerous; 
otherwise we should be devoured by the flies, 
which are, even by their aid, kept under with 
difficulty in houses near the fishing establish- 
ments. 

For a similar reason the attempt to cata- 
logue or describe the entomological division 
INSEOTA, as found in this island, would prove a 
failure ; and I have to observe that this omission 
will be of the less moment, as a gentleman 
quite competent to the task has been residing 
here for nearly two years, whose profession is 
that of a naturalist, and who has been sent by 
the Swedish government for the purpose of 
collecting materials in this island, and the- 
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neighbourhood, to ftoiii a w^cdc upon zoology^ 
and all the subjeeto emaeeled liiith natural 
history. lundj^rstuultfaeeiitcmudogyof New^ 
foundland is vary rieh. m nesv Idndfiw 

I shall tiiarelore soueorelj xeamaik that; I haw 
obs^Yod onfy some dt&rent epeem of emcir 
nelUad», ladybirddf scHoaaf the locBsiiadas, os 
diurnal grafifihcq^)cars; an inunense rarietj of 
those destroctlve mifiroaBopie inaeete the a^ii^ 
diae, which^ in the. summer of 1840) attacked 
every green thing that had a branchy and so 
thickly covered tib stems and lea^^s of tho 
vegetable marrow plaiit as to destroy it& vi- 
tality. 

The cocciadffi ware bdI less num^cous, and 
r^lly devonred the shrobe and oorrant bushes^ 
preferring the red kind to the black, a^d cof 
vearing and destroy!]]^ all the rose bushes^ 

Of the nauroptera, I have seen some fine 
^cim^ans of libellnladiB or drag(m-^es about 
the streams. In hymeaoptara, ^lo are a few 
formicdadaB or ants^ butQot nearly so numerona 
as in Canada, nor so lai^e nor cottX!ageoiis» 

Wasps are more plmubifiil^ and build ihm 
pear-shaped nests of a substance resembling 
whited brown paper, m lax^ as a man's^ head, 
in the trees. The solijtary and social bees^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IIVSECIS^ SOLLUBCl. 283 

a&dreniadm ai^ii Bsp^^j are very Bamerous 
ako; cf tbe Iskter, aare 2ylocarp& -rictiraa, 
ike wood-cutter; the leaf-oxtter, zBtegalicfaile 
ktimsBft; and bombus Americaau^ the harge 
bumbk bee. 

In lepidopter% are a gre^ Yariety of 
butterflies aoid motbS) tfaougb I have net seen 
any tidat equal, either in splendrar or size, 
tJiese of Upper Canada.; but hare I cannot 
pass oirer a smgolar diurnal moth^ Triiich par^ 
takes of the: charaetera of a biitteady, of a 
moth, and of a hununing-bird« It is of the 
^hinx i^)ecies, has tiie inoesBant qnlT^ing mo- 
tion of tbe humming bird, fliies from flower to 
flower in thesameway,m8€ai;s^itshoney-gathen^, 
in. the same numner aa the hnmming-bird doea 
its beak, into the flower, and altogether koka 
so Uke that tiny Inrd, that at first I thought 
it was a habitant of Newfoundland, 

It& g^eral colour is a rufous brown, and it 
has the faculty of defending itself against its 
enemies, by raising the fan-like tail, and eject- 
ing, with some force, in a straight line, avolume 
of Uquid. They are not Tery comnwn, and I 
chiefly observed them about the lilac flowers 
in the early summer, and afterwards about the 
white rockets. 
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The caterpillars in Bombyciadad and Arc- 
tiadse are very numerous and destructive, 
particukrlj arctia actector, the autumnal 
web; as well as in noctuadae, those* pests to a 
garden, the n. primordens, or cut-worm, and, 
in geometradse, the canker-worm. 

In fact, such is the abundance of cater- 
pillars, or insects under that form, that gardens 
are sometimes planted thrice, and even more, 
before the plants can be grown ; and the turnip, 
fly and cabbage-fly cause constant trouble and 
failure in the crops. 

The dipterous insects are also great nui- 
sances here, from the mosquitoes (culicidae) 
down to the gnat, and from the horse-fly 
through a legion of species generated by putrid 
fish and seal's offial.* 

This imperfect sketch must be concluded 

* On the poplar trees, Lombardj poplar, in my 
garden, last year, was an insect of a very peculiar 
kind, blacky about as large as a small ladybird, with- 
out wings, and with a long body and small head. I 
neglected to gather it until too late, as I was watching 
its transformation ; but, on seeking it, it was shrivelled ; 
when touched, it instantly struck many milk-white 
dots all over its back, and then smelt so intolerably of 
creosote as to render it very offensive ; perhaps it is 
the larva of a species of chrysonela populi. 
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with such of the radiated animals, as have 
been observed here. 

Of these asterias spinasus, the sea-star; 
echinus granulatus, the sea-egg, hedgehog, or 
urchin ; scutella pentaphora and trifaria, the 
shield-shell, I have picked up several, either 
here, or on the Labrador shore. 

In the acalepha class, the sea-nettle (me- 
dusa), or sea-blubber, is also common, and of 
the polypi, actinia, madrepora, and spongia, 
are in existence; the latter was found, how- 
ever, in the bay of Chaleur.* 

* Mr. Anspach, in his work on Newfoundland, 
mentions the sea anemone, that beautiful plant lilce a 
zoophyte, which he found in the Bay of Bulls. It re- 
sembled a coneeiion of long leaves issuing from the 
surface of a small rocic near the shore, which is always 
under water ; they were of a bright straw colour, with 
streaks and spots of green regularly and irregularly 
distributed. If touched with anything, they imme- 
diately contracted towards a centre and closed, so as 
to resemble a closed flower of the shape of a truncated 
cone. This was exhibited amidst a bed of the water- 
bottle sea-weed. Attempts were made to secure the 
prize — always, however, fruitlessly ; the rock was laid 
bare, drilled with holes by a sharp iron borer, and 
every means taken to discover the retreat of the 
zoophyte. In a few days after these operations, the 
animal plant again flowered, moved its leaves, both 
separately or in portions at will, and exhibited ull its 
vigour and beauty. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



286 ^snXAL KIlfGIK>M : 

In hftuHng ood oa the gretft bank, I twice 
found an acalephous animal in the i^xmach of 
a fiA oi the order (Oayiar) iiydrostadca, and 
resemUii^ die i^ijsaiia of Lamartine; it was 
a pinkish Madcter, of tin size and fona of a 
ki^ egg, idth a parselike appaient moatii or 
aperture near &e guismit, and nearly trans- 
parent, with a aoirt of dnus Tistble in its in- 
teiicn-; to its infisrior extxxmity it liad a long 
flexible tube, soBiethl^ xeaembling ike wind- 
pipe of a quadruped, wiiieh was garnished 
with filaments, exactly of the fiann of threaded 
sea-weed. This process was attached firmly 
to a rough shell, of large size, but unlike any 
other I bare seen, and very unshapely, being 
a mass of calcareous roughened mattar ex- 
ternally. The shell adhered to a piece of 
granitous rock. It was impossible to pre- 
serve the specimens, as the weather was hot, 
and their odour rendered it necessary to ihrom 
tJiem overboard as quickly as possible. This 
stench came, I believe, from the inhabitant of 
the shell, which died, and was so firmly ad- 
herent to !ilie piece of rock as not to be de- 
tached wiliiout destroying the irhole. 

In conclusion, it is strongly to be urged on 
the newly-£E>rmed agricultural society. of I^ew- 
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feniuUatid, 4&8t pains AojM be taken and 
pwsiiimis ^Sefel "kt dfiseriptims ^ 43ie cater- 
pilkur ^ ;gfe«t grab, whick ^ests the garden, 
potato sad oat iGeld, as to its being aa apte* 
nas^r cofeopteRms Biseet, and astoitsliabks; 
md far partkuiaxs ef lint species ^ leaping 
iasoctidmk desta-oys 4iie temi^ cabbage, and 
etber plants to snoh an isctent, as sometimes to 
i!iQider sevwal s<misgs car plantings seoessaiy. 
It is aw of iflie ooleoptera, of meaiiy the same 
ap{)earaiiQe m H^ aUica nmortun of lUiger. 
It is Tery active a&dTer73ainate,«nd aji^pears 
lSk& aMacdcflea. 

An accurate faistoiy of those insects whioh 
prefer the esculent vegetables in this climate, 
would be of the utmost utility to the farmer 
and horticulturist, as it would enable them to 
devise antidotes to their ravages. I believe 
that the putrid animal matter, so largely used 
as manure in Newfoundland, and which fills 
the air in spring with such disgusting effluvia, 
is chiefly the cause of the amazing abundance 
of caterpillars and destructive grubs, whose 
nature confines them to the ground in which 
they live. The grub just mentioned is a 
nocturnal feeder, but may always be dis- 
covered by opening the ground gently, round 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^88 ANIMAL KINGDOM. 

the plant attacked, in the morning. Buckets 
full of them in a laxge garden may be thus 
gathered. It prefers the white kidney bean to 
the dark, the red, or the spotted kind. It 
devours it entirely when young, as well as 
mustard or cress, lettuce, onion seed, radishes, 
etc., and destroys the broad or Windsor bean 
by cutting its stalk near the ground. It does 
not touch the pea much, but luxuriates on the 
tender potato plant, the vegetable marrow, 
pumpkin, and young cabbage plant, of all 
which it speedily leaves no vestiges. 

The turnip fly attacks also the parsnip and 
carrot, and the full-grown cabbage. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

VEGETABLE KINGDOM. 

PLANTS. 

The botany of this island and of Labrador 
is as imperfectly known as the zoology, and as 
it is, indeed, almost unexplored, the chapter 
upon the plants of Newfoundland must neces- 
sarily be short, and left to future experience 
to enlarge upon; the object being, at present, 
more to draw attention to the natural history 
of a region less known than any other portion 
of the British empire, than to affect to be very 
wise upon a variety of subjects. 

The distinctive scientific names, as far as 
possible, have been given to most of the sub- 
jects in natural history throughout this section, 
less with any view of pretending to deep ac- 
quaintance with so many and such various 
branches of knowledge, than to clear the path 
and to act as pioneer to the future historian 
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in this untrodden wilderness; and for the same 
reasons not much attention has been paid to 
consecutive classification, as the matters have 
been dealt with as they occurred at the mo- 
ment, to shew the capabilities of this new 
region. 

Newfoundland differs in no great degree, 
however, excepting so far as its insularity- 
would warrant us to expect, from the neigh- 
bouring continent, in the development of its 
vegetable lungdom. The treea on the eastern 
and aouthem coasts axe smaller than those of 
the adjacent mainland, but resich a. consider- 
able sLse on the westward, north-east^ and in 
the interior,, and the soU and climate produce 
with the same prafosian and rapiditj many of 
the becrj-beanug dirubs. 

That tre^ are thiddy sown and attain a 
respectable aixe^ notwithstanding aE assertion 
to the contrary, is evinced by the fact that 
the fine daas of brigs navigating between the 
mother country and the island, are, in most 
instances,^ built in the province^ firom timber 
produced la it ; the tacmahac or larch being 
chiefly used, and the only foreign stuff required 
being planking, which is obtained at a cheaper 
rate from the continent than can be procured 
here. 
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Without foBowing any definite arrangement, 
it will now be our business to examine the 
forest, and observe what trees are produced 
there in sufficient abundance for economic 
purposes. 

Of the conifersB family, the most prominent 
members are the spruces,* of which pinus bal- 
samea, the Canada balsam spruce, is one of 
the principal, which reaches, here, in many 
places^ the usual height of its species, or about 
thirty feet. It is easily recognised in the 
woods by its spire-like form, and the feathery 
nature of its foliage. It is not, howerer, of 
much use as a timber. Its balsam is a gum 
exuding from the bark, and is a rulnerary as 
well as a varnish. The varnish, when applied 
on deep water-colour drawings, gives them the 
appearance of oil paintings. 

The pinus nigra or black qpruce, is also not 
a very large tree, neither in Canada nor in this 

* The white spruce was seen by Franklin in 68^ 5^ 
NX., seven feet in circumference at four feet from the 
ground ; this tree, the larch, the poplar birch, and wil- 
low, appear to brare the rigours of winter in high lati- 
tudes better than any other plants. Currant bushes in 
full vigour were seen near the mouth of the M'Kenzie 
in69^N.L. 

U2 
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country, but attains a considerable size on the 
west coast, about St, George's Pond and the 
Bay of Islands. It is used here for fences, 
posts,* and other small work, as well as in 
ship building in parts not exposed. From its 
boughs or sprays, essence of spruce, in Canada, 
and spruce beer, the common beverage here, 
are made. The process is very simple, consist- 
ing of nothing more than boiling the sprays 
and smaller branches, adding molasses and 
yeast, and letting the whole ferment for a day 
or two. 

When bottled and kept, this liquor forms a 
very pleasant sunmier drink, but the European 
palate requires to be accustomed to it. There 
can be no doubt that it is highly salutary to 
persons living so much on salt fish as the 

* Fences here are made in two modes: one, by 
placing pickets, or small sticks, close alongside of each 
other, with the ends in the ground, and then nailing a 
riband over the whole, at about two feet, or so, from the 
top; these fences are called, in *<the vernacvilar," 
picket-fences ; they do not last long, as the pine rots 
near the ground. The other mode is to set up a strong 
stick every eight or ten feet, and then to nail three or 
four longer ones of less diameter to them; this is 
called a longer fence, and the poles of spruce are 
called ** longers." 
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farmers and fishermen here do, and no respect- 
able farm-house should ever be without it, the 
only expense being that of the molasses and the 
time required to make the beverage. About 
ten gallons of good spruce beer may be manu- 
factured for half a dollar, or a little more than 
two shillings. 

The pinus alba or white spruce, is very 
abundant, and grows to a good size on the 
western coast, and even on the south-east, in 
the interior, from nine to eleven miles from 
the sea, for wherever settlement has taken 
effect along the eastern and southern shores, 
trees have vanished very speedily ; a respect- 
able sized log is hot now to be had nearer than 
nine"^ miles from St. John's. This gives the 
country a very naked aspect; and one writer 
on it says, the first impression on seeing the 
district round the capital is, that it has been 
mowed with a giant's scythe. Fires in the 
woods in dry summers are also vei:y frequent, 
owing to the. carelessness of the settlers and 
wood cutters, and devastate whole regions 
covered by trees, producing so inflammable a 
material as those of the pine tribe do. 

Nothing can exceed the grandeur of these 
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fires; we saw them on approaching Concep- 
tion Bay, and after landing a magnifoent 
scene was developed, by two of these fires 
having occurred a few miles from St. John's. 
The columns of <knse smoke, of a sickly yellow 
hue in places, and again nearly black, filled 
the air; and the season being the latter 
summer, when the sun was very powerful, the 
appearance of the city and harbour of St. 
John's, from Signal Hill, elevated five hundred 
feet above, was very picturesque, — ^the trailing 
column of smoke haaging over it, on its slow 
progress westward to the ocean, as though it 
was a vast pall, whilst the sun, round as the 
shield of Nerval, peered with a bloody and 
threatening hue through the curtain of vapour, 
shorn of all its beams. 

This species of fir or spruce is laigely em- 
ployed in Newfoundland in bungles or wooden 
slates (if we may use the term) for covering 
roofs, for staves for fish and oil bands, and 
for many of the builder's uses. About St. 
John's, however, it does not furnish wide 
planking, and is tiiere employed for narrow 
flooring boards, and weather or dap boarding. 
When used in making oil barrels, the bung- 
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hole stave is usually formed of oak, and many 
fish barrels are constructed by cutting down 
flour cafifcs laito what are then termed drunffi. 

The white spruce roots, in their tough, elen* 
der fibres, are used to sew the bark of tiie canoe 
of the V(n^eur. 

The consumption of all the spruce tribe in 
the formation of fishing stages, or places to dry 
tiiie fish on, is enormous; as, in consequence 
of nature having denied this iron-bound shore 
the necessary beaches, man has been obliged to 
substitute stages or platforms, which are very 
ingeniously formed along the steep descents oi 
iAie hills on the edges of harbours, by u^ng 
upright stakes of great length, and attaching 
others from the hill side to them, and ikea 
covering the platform thus formed in ribs 
longitudinally with the boughs and branches 
of the pines. To a stranger, and especially a 
&male, the task of walking over these impend- 
ing stages, often the only path, appears a very 
nervous one, as the boughs are not placed 
dose, nor wattled in, but left separated as much 
as possible, to admit the passage of air to the 
underside of the drying fish. Yet habit has 
rendered the employed as active on these frail 
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floors as if they were upon the closest boarded 
decks. 

I think the dwarf, pinus rupestris, or Bank- 
siana gray pine, is found, but not in quantity, 
at leai^t on the east coast.* 

Of the pitch pine, red and white pine, I 
cannot say much, but that the pinus rubra, or 
Newfoundland red pine, is indigenous, grows 
commonly thirty feet high, and they all exist 
on the west and north east coasts. Though not 
growing, perhaps, to that gigantic size which 
they attain in Canada, yet very large trees 
have been brought to St. John's by the navy 
in former times, and are still found in great 
plenty by the ship builders. . In fact, it is 
supposed that fully one half of the twenty 
species of American pines grow in Newfound- 
land. 

* Pinus Banksiana, or Labrador scrub, or gray pine^ 
sometimes grows only eight feet high in rocky exposed 
places, and perfectly mats the soil ; it, however, attains 
a good size in favourable localities, but Lambert says 
its knottiness renders it unfit for masts. It is called > 
cypress, and used for canoe timbers by the Canadian . 
voyageurs. The porcupine feeds on its bark, and it 
grows even in the high latitudes of M'Kenzie^s river.'^ 
-^Richardson's Appendix to Franklin^s Narrative, 
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Finus penidula, the black larch, pinus mi- 
crocarpa, the red larch, both called tacmahac 
or tamarac, the larix Americana of Michaux,. 
are the most useful of the island forest trees^ 
The timber of the black larch is very solid, 
strong, and lasting; and I am told, by very 
competent and credible persons, that spars fit 
to mast a large merchantman exist in plenty 
on the coast about the Bay of Islands. It is, 
however, very heavy, and therefore whenever 
the spruce is found of equal size, it is pre- 
ferred for the masts and yards of the brigs, 
and schooners built in Newfoundland. 

There is a very fine brig building now at 
St. John's, principally from the timber pro- 
duced in the island; and the knees, or bent 
pieces, are formed by the great roots and stems, 
being very strong and durable. Everything 
but the planking of this vessel, is the growth 
of Newfoundland, and the plank is only used 
of foreign growth, because there are no saw 
mills, nor great demand here for that form of 
material; thus rendering continental boards 
and planks cheaper, and more easily obtained. 

This wood is always called juniper by th^ 
shipwrights here, but has no affinity, as already 
observed, with the true juniper, which in its 
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tree state, is the red cedar oi America, (juni- 
perns VirgiBiaiia) aloindairt in Upper Canada, 
and wfSl known for its veexdj indestmctible 
and odoorons wood. 

We hare mentioned the shrub jmnpers and 
their uses. They are Tery abundant in New- 
foundland. 

The iron ox lever-wood (ostrya Virginica) 
exists on stony lands. It is known by its 
hop-like flower, or fruit ; and there are some 
of the carytus tribe, resembling the American 
hazle, witii ehn-like leaves. 

I have not seen any oak, or any of the 
quercus family. The beech is also rare, as 
well as the elm ; but I sm told that a species 
of maple grows near the Bay of Bulls, though 
I cannot say that in any of my forest ramble 
I hare yet seen any of the acers. 

The pyrus Ammcana, or American moun- 
tarn ash, is Tery oommon in some situations, 
and grows to about fiftem or twenty &et high. 
Its well-known scarlet berries are greedily de- 
Youxed by the birds, the buds and bark have 
the taste of bitter aknonds from the aod con* 
tained, and which it is stated renders them fit 
for making noyeau. 

The birches, betula excelsa, b« glandulosa, 
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b. lenta, b. populifolia, and b» rubra, — ^the* 
yellow, shrubby, black, white, mA red birch — 
are all found, and some kinds are very com- 
mon; bat I have not traced b. papymcea, or 
1^ true large, canoe bark^^Jarch of Canada, 
which must, however, exist, as t&eEed Indian 
had it for his canoe, and used its hmer bark, 
as well as that of the spruce, for bread. 

The balsam poplar (popiilus balsamiferus), 
the trembling, or ashen-leaf, (p. tremuloides,) 
are inhabitants of the Newfoundland forest, 
and p. dilatata, the Lombardy poplar, flou- 
rishes pretty well in the gardens. 

The salix, or willow family,* as might be 
supposed in a country abounding in streams and 
moisture, thrive well, and attain a large size. 

Dog-wood (comus Canadenrfs), also attains 
some size for a bush, and is very plentiftd. 

* The willow near the Aretic circle only groFws a 
few inches high, but there Dr. Richardson found a 
hundred and seventy species of phaenogamous, or 
flowering plants ; the grasses, peats, and rushes, sprang 
up everywhere, and the cruciferous, or cress tribes, 
were very nameroufi ; the shrubs were ako juniper^ 
two species of willow, dwarf birch, common alder, 
hippophse, a gooseberry, the red bearberry, Labrador 
tea plant, the Lapland rose (rhododendron kapporicum) 
whortle berry, crowberry, oxyria, orsoval, &c. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



300 VEGETABLE KINGDOM : 

I have not yet seen the myrtus cerifera, or 
candleberry wax myWle, which is so abundant 
in the St. Lawrei^ce within the influence of the 
sea air, and yields an inflammable substance 
closely resembling wax, but have been in- 
formed that it does gx'ow in Newfoundland. 
The myrica gale, or Putch myrtle, commonly 
called in Canada sweet gale, from its fragrance, 
is one variety. 

The Canadian yew (taxus Canadensis), a 
recumbent shrub, sometimes of a considerable 
size and spread, is mixed here with the re- 
cumbent juniper, which it much resembles, and 
bears white or dark berries according to its 
varieties. 

I cannot say whether the hop (humulus 
lupulus) is a native of the country, but it is 
very common near all gardens, and thrives ex- 
tremely well. 

The shepherdia Canadensis, a spreading 
shrub, so common on the coasts of the St. Law- 
rence, is also found here. It bears a red 
berry, sheds its leaves, which are ovate, acute, 
light green with brown spots, and silvery hairs 
on the under surface. 

The rose, of which three species, according 
to " Hooker's Flora,*' are natives, is very 
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beautiful in this country, irom the profusion 
in which it grows. The small, shrubby, 
Hudson's Bay variety (rosa blanda), with 
its slender, purple-red branches, covers the 
vicinity of streams. The rosa parviflora, or 
little rose, with its armed yellow branches, re- 
sembles the dog-rose of England, and enamels 
the open places in summer. The moss, and 
other varieties of cultivated roses, such as the 
damask, maiden's blush, aind Provence rose, 
thrive very well in the gardens. The sweet 
brier, so common in Upper Canada, only grows 
as an introduced plant. 

The moose-wood; or heather-wood shrub, 
(dirca palustris,) produces yellow flowers and 
a small yellow berry ; it is so flexible, and its 
bark so strong, that it serves infinitely better 
than withes for tying packages, or for other 
purposes, where rope is not to be had. 

Of the evergreens there are many kinds in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, the most cele- 
brated being the Labrador tea plant (ledum 
latifolium), which sometimes grows three feet 
high. Its leaves are oblong, replicate on the 
margin, of a brownish green above, and iron- 
rust colour beneath, five stamens equal in 
length to the corolla. Its habitation is in 
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awaQip% witii wMdi tlifi eoontry abounds^ and 
it is used by the Indians amd hunters cMeflj. 
There la also anodiar varietj (lednm palnatre), 
dktiiigiQshed by having ten atamens knger 
than the cosoUa, sand by being of humUer 
growth. Its kaTes are rather narrower than 
the &nner^ and, instead of bdoig folded back 
on the edgesy they are^donbled or rolled, over. 
It is itery c(manen in marshy places.* The 
ground, hnirel (ep^asa repens) is also a bw 
running shrub, with leares nearly two inches 
in length on long stalks, rou^ leathery, and 
of an ovate form, and shining. Its white, fra- 
grant flowers grow at the ends of tiie branches. 

* Cassini, who visited the island of St. Pierre, in 
1768, on s scientific mission concerning the longitude, 
sayd that the tea plant resembles the Frenchi rosemary, 
and was the most common plant on that island ; they 
had another they called << annise," and used both as 
infusions m boiling water ; Cas&dni liked the '' annise'^ 
the best ef the two. Chinese tea is so cheap now that 
very few, exciting the Indians and aid seHlcrs, nse 
the Labrador tea^ which is a poor substitute. It is 
boiled over night, and being thus well steeped, is used 
warm next morning, and is said to be very wholesome 
and pleasant by those who Hke it or are obliged to use 
it. The ledum palustre was found universally qtread 
near the Arctic circle by Richardson, and supp(Nrted 
the party for some time with tripe de roche, or rock 
tripe. 
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It thhvea best in rocky ^ dry sLtaations amongst 
the lofty hills. 

The kahnia &mily is y&j plentifiilly dis- 
peraedy particularly k. angostifblia^ or ihe 
iiarrow-teaTed, and k. glaoca^ (ht glaucous kal-^ 
nda, both beautiM evergreenS) nearly two 
feet high, the latter beii^ usually liie least 
It loves swampy ground* The beautiful dus- 
ters of red flowas on the f<«Kief , and the 
paler rose-coloured ones in liie latter, strike 
the eye of the obsarvor, in his country walks^ 
almost everywhere. 

The rhodora, with its cnmscxi erowoa, and 
the andromeda, are occasionally seen in the 
same localities. 

Tha« is an immense variety of recumbent 
and trailing evergreens. The Uack crow- 
bary (empetrum nigrum), with its matted 
and intertwisted branches^ with a fruit like 
elderberries, grows near the sea. Amongst 
this class of winter greens^ the o^grcoccus fa-^ 
mily are numerous. 0. macrocarpus, or cran- 
berry^ a trailing evergreei; o. paluatris, the 
small cranberry, also a trailer, both love 
swamps amidst the mosses. Some of the dryas 
tribe have also been seen. 

The berry-bearing shrubs form one of the fea- 
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tures of the country ; they clothe every swamp 
and every open rocky tract. They, in fact, 
•carpet the soil in desert places. Of these, the 
whortleberry family (vaccinium), have many 
kinds : — v. resinorum, black whortleberry ; 
V. corymbosum, tall whortleberry; v. uligi- 
nosum, the blea, or blue berry; the hurtle- 
berry, or, as they are all called, the hurt, 
prefer swampy places. The v. Pennsylvani- 
<5um, or black-blue whortleberry, affects drier 
ground and rocky situations. 

The cowberry (v. vitis idaea) is a small, 
<ireeping evergreen, with a red fruit, pleasant 
to the sight, but not so good to eat as the 
above. 

The partridge berry (gualtheria procum- 
bens) is also abundant. Indeed, the wild and 
desert solitudes of these regions are amply sup- 
plied with the food of birds and of the berry- 
eating animals ; and this amazing fecundity is 
turned to some account by man, as the ber- 
ries are now an article of export, both from 
Labrador and Newfoundland. But the epigaea 
repens, May-flower, or trailing arbutus, is one 
•of the most beautiful flowering plants of the 
country. 

Equally with the continental provinces, the 
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forests of Newfoundland produce, spontaneously,, 
theraspberry (rabus strigosus) and strawberry, 
and a small kind of prickly gooseberry. The 
currant grows well in the gardens, particularly 
the black kind. 

The Kentish cherry thrives with care at St. 
John's. I have seen one garden in which the 
trees were sheltered by adjacent fences, where 
they attained a very large size, and produced 
an abundant crop. As a wall-fruit, the cherry 
does not do so well, probably from the intense 
heat of summer, and the counteracting winter 
frosts. Of the wild kinds of trees called cher- 
ries, the prunus serotina, or choke cherry, is 
the most abundant, and attains some height in 
favourable situations. It forms a very orna- 
mental tree in gardens. Thebunches of minute 
yellowish-white fragrant flowers are followed by 
long pendulous grape-like i&ruit, placed on a 
stalk in a manner resembling currants, first of 
a dark red, and when ripe of a black colour^ 
pleasant, but astringent to the taste, and de- 
voured greedily by the birds. The stone is 
about half as large as that of an English 
cherry, and with the fruit contains so much 
Prussic acid as to give a high flavour to spirits^ 

VOL. I. X 
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«nd to make the best cherry brandy. The bark 
also contains much of the acid, isTery smooth, 
and of a slaty brown colour. It is occasion- 
ally nsed as a vnlnerary in Canada, where the 
tree is very common also. I have sereral in 
my garden, but the people here have a preju- 
dice against the fruit. 

The prunus Pennsylyanica, or small red 
cherry, is found, but I have not seen actually 
indigenous specimens; the only one I know of 
being in my garden. Tie fruit is very acid. 
The bark yields a fine reddish gum in great 
plenty. 

The prunus depressa is a very low shrub, 
with a small black uneatable fruit. 

The wild plum, prunus Am^icana, is a de- 
nizen of the woods, but, as far as I can learn, 
not very common. The plum, damson, and pear 
do not thrive well in the gardens, probably from 
the want of due care and cultivation ; neither 
does the apple, although there are occasionally 
some of the green and brown varieties seen in 
St. John's. 

Thepyrus melanocarpa, or black pyrus, is a 
small shrub with dark green shining leaves, 
and white flowers tinged with red, and pro- 
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dncing a very sluirp astringent little black 
fruit.* 

The thom or hawthorn is also found, and 
hedges of the English whitethorn or May have 
be^ introduced, and would thrive extremely 
well if it were not for the great difficulty at- 
tendant upon their protection from cattle and 
goats. In winter these fences are exposed also 
to plunder, as no wood grows near the city, 
and the really heavy cost of fencing appears 
so lightly valued, that no law has hitherto 
been made to protect them, though every boy 
who takes his dogs to the woods to draw home 
fuel on a sledge or catamaran, as it is called, 
very unceremoniously wrenches a stick or so 
out of the first fence in his way, and will even 

* The aspen, the alder (common), and the elm and 
beech, are all» according to Anspach, natives of this 
island. The aspen, poplar, and the alder, certainly are 
plentiful in some parts of the country, but I have 
never yet seen the elm or the beech, excepting ulmus 
montana, the wych hazel, or elm, which is very ex- 
tensively used in frames of vessels and in the prin- 
cipals of roofs. It works smooth, is tough, and very 
strong and lasting, and grows all over the island. The 
frame of the fine vessel, Mary Hounsell, built this year 
at St. John*s, was cut on Belleisle, in Conception 
Bay, 

X2 
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deliberately cut down a whole pannel or lengthy 
if there is a better road to be had through a 
field than the common highway. 

Having thus briefly noticed the useful trees 
and shrubs, it will take us but little trouble to 
mention those plants of a more humble charac- 
ter within our reach, which either administer 
to that English necessity, comfort, adorn the 
desert here, or ornament the garden. 

Cucumbers and the vegetable marrow are 
raised without much difficulty, and I have sue-* 
ceeded by care in rearing even the tender to- 
mato. The melon is also reared, but from the 
transitions of the climate will not stand the 
open ground so well as in Upper Canada, and 
is very expensive in manure. 

Potatoes thrive everywhere, and from one 
rowan potato, cut into pieces, I have had a 
crop of one hundred and eight good-sized 
tubers. Cabbages, cauliflowers, brocoli, let- 
tuce, spinach, cress, the American evergreen 
cress, which tastes like water-cress, beet, par- 
snips, carrots, peas of all kinds, Windsor bean, 
kidney and French beans, and thyme, mint, sa- 
vory, in short, all the British culinary plants 
and herbs, grow as well here as in Canada* 
The garden strawberry and raspberry of every 
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variety thrive without more than the usual 
care. 

Amongst the ornamental flowering plants, 
native to the country, and introduced in gar- 
dens, is the gudder-rose-leaved spirsea, which 
much resembles the guelder rose, only that its 
white flowers are more spread and open. There 
are also other spira^ as tomentosa, and salici- 
folia. Of the common stingless nettle, urtica 
Canadensis, there are many pretty varieties- 
In the tribe of lilies (lilium), Solomon in all 
his glory exceeded not the beauty of those 
produced in this unheeded wilderness. Lilium 
Philadelphicum is almost the same in appear- 
ance as the coimnon orange lily. L« superbum 
ornaments some of the ponds, and is orange with 
dark blue spots. L. Canadense also grows in wet 
places, and hajs a loose collection of yeUow or 
reddish flowers, maculated darkly. The iris or 
wild flag (iris versicolor) is a superb flower 
here, and very common, its rich blue dotting 
every marshy place in the flowering season. 
Sisyrinchium anceps, or the blue-eyed grass, 
also assists the rich display. 

Of the violets, I can only say they are very 
common, but not odorous like their Euro]^an 
congeners. There is also the erythronium 
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Amerioanum^ or yellow dog's-tooth, in shady^ 
wet woods; and of the heart's-eases I can only 
observe, that when once they get into the 
garden it is difficult to get rid of them* 

In convallaria, there is bifolia or Solomon's 
seal, umbeOata, and stellata, or the star-flower, 
one growing in dry, the other in wet soil; tri* 
folia or three-leaved, in swampy places, and 
racemosa or great Solomon's seal, with its sickly 
green flowers and red berries. 

The lily of the valley (dracsena boreaiis), 
which ia sometimes classed amongst the conval- 
kria, also reaxs its modest head, and is here in^ 
troduced into Hie gardens,in which it flourishes. 
Jacob's ladder, smilax pednncnlaris, with its 
globe-like coronal, and succeeding cluster of 
small dark berries, may be easily recognised m 
the marshy bogs; when bruised, it emits a very 
singular and unpleasant scent. 

Trillium pictum, or the painted herb, is a 
very conmKm flower in the woods. The flower, 
which is on a low stalk, between three leaves, 
is white, with a ]»*etty red mark near the 
bottom.* 

* Asclepias Syriaca, lodlan hemp, or milk weed, is 
a lovely wild flower, and viburnum opulus, or oxy- 
eoccus, the tree cranberry, which has bunches of white 
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The woods also produce sarsaparilla, (aralia 
medicaulis, ) the naked root of which is so yalued 
a medicine. 

The colnmbine, (aquil^ia Canadensis,) is a 
wild flower here, growing abundantly. I have 
seen the cowslip, (calthea palustris, ) but only in 
my garden, where I belieTe it to be wild. The 
butter-€up (ranunculus acris) is in every mea- 
dow; ai^ of the nymphsBca^, there is odorata, 
tile white pond-lily, and nuphar advena the yel- 
low water-lily. Alths&a officinalis, the marsh 
mallow, grows very large, and some of the saxi- 
frages or rock herbs are found. Of the geum 
iaibe are several avens, the purple, upright, 
etc. ; and in the potcutilla family are numerous 
varieties, rivalling those of Canada, p. argen- 
tea, or silver five-fingers. Canadensis, five-fin- 
gered plant, Norwegica, cinquefoil, etc. 

Lupinus peramis, the wild lupiae, attains a 
vast size when cultivated, as is the case wiik 
all the leguminosa here. I have seldom ob- 
served a finer flower. In my garden it is a 
perfect bush, s<mie feet in height. 

flowers succeeded by bunches of oval, rosy, red berries^ 
is a splendid plant; and the humble but beautiful 
Epilobium family are richly spread both in Newfound- 
land and in Labrador. 
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Of the false acacia, a plant flourishing every- 
where in Tipper Canada, (robinia pseudacacia), 
the locust tree, I have seen but one plant, and 
that carefully protected in a pleasure ground. 

Natural clover, trifolium arvense, pratense, 
and repens, the field, the red, and the white 
kinds, are common, and the vetch (vicia), both 
in Newfoundland and on the Labrador shore, 
covers the sandy banks near the sea to such an 
extent, that vessels on the latter coast requir- 
ing fodder, send their boats ashore to gather 
this rich natural crop ; and sheep, in the neigh- 
bourhood of St. John's, are turned loose to a 
desert place near the Cape Spear Lighthouse, 
to fatten on it. Wood sorrel, oxalis acetosella, 
the false heath, Hudsonia ericoides, linmn 
Virginianum, abound; and the wild flax, the 
cockle sand-wort, chick-weed, carpet-weed, knot- 
weed, joint-weed, bind-weed, are also common 
enough. 

But of all the natural productions of the 
swamps none is more singular than the water- 
bearer, pitcher-plant, or side-saddle flower, 
Sarracenia purpurea, so named after Dr. Sar- 
razin of Quebec, which is an herbaceous peren- 
nial. Its leaves are tubular or pitcher-shaped, 
and are always filled with about a wine glass- 
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fill of the purest water, in which many insects 
find a grave, and as the receptacles are lined 
with inverted hairs, preventing escape, it is 
probable that these insects contribute to the 
food of the plant.* The flower is purple, large, 
and handsome. 

The azalea, or honeysuckle, is said to grow 
wild, but I have hitherto observed it only in 
gardens ; neither of the rhododendron, nor rose- 
bay can I speak otherwise at present. The 
rhodora Canadensis, or false honey*suckle, is 
however found here. 

Amongst the campanula, or bell-flowers, 
there are several rich varieties, as aparinoides, 
or prickly campanula, perfoliata, or clasping, 
and rotundifolia, or the pretty hare-bell. We 
have also the dock, the plantain, and burdock, 
etc. Several species of asters and carduces; 
the latter sometimes pretty, but, like all thistles, 
are very troublesome; and the well-known 

* Anspach observes that the flower, shaped like a 
lady's saddle, is surrounded with a vast number of 
pitchers, the lids of which expand or shut according 
to the necessities of the plant, &c. ; these pitchers are 
of so strong a texture that they bear heat enough for 
some minutes to boil the water in them. 
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Michaelmas daisy covers the borders of woods 
and open places. The little " wee bonny daisy" 
is very common near gardens and fields, and 
has probably been introduced with hay and 
clover seeds. 

Helianthus tuberosus, the Jerusalem arti* 
choke, and other of the sun-flower family, thrive 
well, some of the dwarf kind being wild. The 
dwarf dandelion (leontodon taraxacum) is one 
of the most difficult of the garden and field 
weeds to eradicate here ; I have seen a hay-field 
literally white with it when in seed. Its root 
is sold at St. John's, in spring, by children 
who gather it in the gardens and fields, and in 
the absence of other firesh vegetables, after a 
long winter, it is much i^lished as a sidad. The 
birds which live on groundsel (senecio) are 
well provided with it here. 

The golden rod (golidago) of many kinds 
thrives, as does the tansey (tanasetum). I 
think I have mentioned the dog-wood, but not 
the maple guelder rose (viburnum acerifolium) ; 
the latter, however, is, as far as I know, only 
seen in gardens. The asclepias or milk-weed 
is common. 

Of the convolvulus family are several species^ 
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auchasstansydwarf^mcaningglory, andsepiccmi^ 
fidd bincbreedL The &x-gloYe (digitalid) grows 
8[dendidly in the gardens, and is also wild. The 
field thyme (clinc^iodiam Tolgare) scents the 
hsoiks in many [daces, ^s well as that species 
of CoUinsonia called horse balm, and mehtha- 
l)arealis (horse mint) ; nepeta, or cat-miat, is 
abundant. 

In sheltered gardens all the common £ng- 
Hah flowers thrire, and even the dahlia, by 
ooYering its roe^ in winter, does very well. In 
faet, most of the flowers are larger and more 
spread than their originals, although perhaps 
not so odorous. The rockets are truly splen* 
did. In general the perennials, it may be ob- 
served, do better than amiuals, as the summer 
season is shiHrt, and often delayed in its com- 
mencement. 

The maiden hair (a£antum p^datum) is a 
little trailing plant, seddng i^eltered places, 
and is one of ihe most beautiful of the family 
of Alices, or ferns. It bears a littde fruit, 
white, and like an ant's ^g, whidi contains 
90 much saccharine matter as to be lusdoudy 
sweet when made into a jam or preserve. It 
is occasionally brought to families here by the 
girls who follow the berry-picking trade; but 
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is preserved, and not used for capillaire, as 
in Canada. The snake-root is said to be com- 
mon, .by Anspach, but I have not seeii it yet. 
Lady's slipper (cypripedium humile) is very 
common in the woods, and so is orchis spec- 
tabilis. 

As might be supposed, the juncus, or reed 
family, is sufficiently diffused in so swampy a 
<5ountry; j. effusus, the bulrush, tenuis, and 
many other species, being found. Helonias 
dioica, the star-plant, and some of the uvularia, 
or bell-worts; the water aruin; zostera ma- 
rina, or sea-grass, wrach, and triglochin mari- 
timum, or sea arrow grass. 

Amongst the gramina are agrostis canina, 
dog-grass, and several others of that family ; 
aira flexuosa, hair-grass; alopecuras pratensis, 
meadow-grass ; anthoxanthum odoratum, sweet 
vernal grass; aristida dichostoma, bearded 
grass; and a very great variety of European 
and American grasses. In fact, Newfound- 
land is naturally a country adapted for these 
plants, producing them and encouraging their 
growth from the qualities of its soil and its 
humid climate. Panicum, or hay-grass, and 
phleum, or hay meadow grass, are either indi- 
jgenous or have thriven well. 
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I do not know if the phalaris Americana^ 
or ribbon-grass, grows wild, but it is a trouble- 
some tenant of the garden. The poa family is 
numerous here, and so are the cyperacese in 
carex, or sedgy grass; and eriophorum Vir- 
ginicum, cotton-grass, or a variety of that 
kind, nods over all the bogs and swamps. The 
rushes, scirpus, and sheenus, are equally well 
spread over these regions. 

In the cellulares, or flowerless plants, there 
are several kinds of equisetum, or horse-tail 
rush; maiden-hair, already noticed; aspi- 
dium, or the brake fem ; ophioglossum vul- 
gatum, or adder's tongue fem ; pteris aquilina, 
common brake, etc.; and many, no doubt, not 
hitherto described. 

Of the lycopodiums, 1. apodum, or club- 
moss, and complinatum, or ground pioe, chera 
flexilis, and vulgaris, or featherbed plant. 

The lichens, amongst which are negro- 
hair (alectoria jubata), the shield lichen (par- 
melia), many mosses, said to amount to above 
a hundred, and the algae, or marine plants, 
are not hitherto described, and afford a fine 
field for the botanist. 

On reflecting upon the paucity of informa- 
tion contained in a section of a wol-k like thisy 
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devoted, too, as it is, expressly to tilie natural 
history of a new comrtry, it is necessary to 
observe that neither time nor opportunity for 
oth^ than the most casual observation has 
been afforded to the writa*, whose sojoum has 
been too brief, and whose acquirements are 
necessarily limited in such varied branches, 
all requiring deep study, and each almost the 
work of a man's life to attain. He feels that^e 
is merely as a wanderer in the path. He has 
struck upon a broad road, which is now avail- 
able for those who may separately devote 
themselves to elucidate the different divisions 
into which animal and vegetable life, as well 
as inanimate nature, appear to be so largely 
distributed over Newfoundland ; and which 
this [imperfect notice may lead their separate 
knowledge to bring to perfection. 

It has been said that a Swedish naturalist, 
who has been sent by that northern govern- 
ment to this island, for scientific purposes, 
and also to examine a little into the mode of 
conducting the extensive and lucrative fish- 
eries, has ascertained, during a residence of 
nearly two years, without penetrating the vast 
and hidden interior, that there are five hun- 
dred species of the birds alone inhabiting or 
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yisitiBg Newfoundland. The quadrupeds are 
eomparatiyely few; but no doubt all the mam* 
malia of that dass, denizens of Labrador and 
Lower Canada, will be found here. 

That the reptiles should be absent, presents 
a feature as singular as that of belaud, which, 
excepting in climate, Newfoundland much re- 
sembles,— in its broken and iron-bound coast, 
in its verdant prairies and boggy savannahs, 
in the absence of very large timber, in its 
stormy seas and plentiful supply of fish, whilst 
its soil is peculiarly adi^ted to the cultivation 
of the potato and of the grasses. 

Amongst the many singularities which strike 
us, as to its dissimilarity &om Canada, to which 
it is the frontier and key, is the remarkable one, 
that the pheasant— partridge of that country 
and of the American continent adjacent — 
should be wanting here, and that its place has 
been supplied by the northern grouse, which 
finds in Newfoundland the berry^-bearing shrubs, 
the buds, and the leaves upon which it exists 
in the colder regions of Europe; or rather, that 
a bird of the same kind as the northern grouse 
should exist amidst plants, if not actually the 
same as those of Europe, at least congeneric. 
But that this bird, the northern hare, the seal, 
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the white bear, the weasel, and several other 
creatures, should be protected, not only from 
man and the deadly gun, but by having their 
clothing adapted to the seasons, and by thus 
being secured from the voracious falcon, the 
hawk, and the prowling beast of prey, andshould 
be rendered capable of securing their own food 
better by a resemblance to the snow and ice in 
winter and to the barren moor in su^^ne^, is 
truly an adaptation of means to an end which 
must strike the most thoughtless observer with 
wonder, at the manifestation of all-pervading 
Wisdom, which constantly passes under our 
notice, even did it not excite, as it should do, 
those feelings of awe and reverence which the 
intelligence that has been so graciously allotted 
to man ought ever to inspire him with. 

I think it was White, that amiable reasoner, 
who passed a happy life in observing nature 
in a small and secluded English parish, almost 
unknown to the rest of the world, who reflected 
upon this provision for the safety of the grouse 
and fur-bearing creatures, and assigns one 
cause of great consequence for this great boon 
to them, by shewing that it conduced to their 
comfort as well as to their security. He cites, 
as a philosophical fact, that bodies of a white 
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hue part from their latent heat by radiation 
very slowly, but that they reflect heat quickly; 
and that dark substances reflect heat slowly, 
and part from that contained in them rapidly. 
But White did not go far enough. The 
grouse, and the ftir-bearing creatures of cold 
regions, obtain a new garment, not only white, 
as winter approaches, but more hair-like and 
dose. The grouse gets clothed down to its 
toes with hairy feathers, and all the fur crea- 
tures; and even the dog, get a close waistcoat 
of short down, in addition to their usual hair, 
or pelt coating. 

Now, if two creatures, one black or dark 
coloured, and the other white or nearly white, 
be placed in a temperature of a higher degree 
than that of their own bodies, the heat will im- 
mediately enter the l)ody of the black one, and 
elevate its temperature very much above that 
of the other; but alter their position, and put 
them in a temperature lower than that of their 
bodies, the white one will very slowly indeed 
part with its natural heat, and the black one 
will very quickly give out almost all it has by 
radiation to everything near it colder than 
itself. 

I have seen this law so curiously developed 

VOL. I. Y 
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in Caoiidai thftt, in riding in a sleigh with a 
stout peiBon, where both wei^ exposed on a 
long joumey^ in an open rehide, to a frost 
soTeral degrees below asero, my fnend, whose 
natural traiperatnre was mudi greater than 
that of my own s^tre habit, felt exceedingly 
eold, whilst I Was nnconseious of its intensity. 
I had on a white great coat, and hea blue one ; 
and my Mend beifig a good-hnmonred, excel- 
lent fellow, he jocosely remarked, that he would 
never go a latkg winter journey in a sleigh with 
me again, as I abstracted all his caloric. 

But such reflections lead us still further to 
inquire into the mysterious operations of na- 
ture. It is not in the lesser animds alone that 
we see the effects of such a wise jfforision, for 
it renders a fact clear to the senses which 
appears at ^ first blush* to be anomalous. 

The world we inhabit is peopled by a variety 
of races, of every shade of colour, from almost a 
dazzling white to an equally resplendent bkck. 
The hotter regions are usually inhabited by 
the latter, and the cold^ ones by the former. 
The copper-eoloured American and the equally 
dark Tartar are n(4; exceptions, but variations 
from the general arrangement; and whilst the 
American Indian can go perfectly naked with- 
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out inconyemence in summer, he protects him- 
self usually in winter by furs, and by rubbing 
his body over with grease and paint. So did 
our British ancestors: they coloured them- 
selves with blue pigments to avoid the ex- 
tremes of climate; and hence, perhaps, as 
much as from vanity, so inherent in human 
nature, arose tiie custom of tattooing. 

What a surprising beneficence, then, has 
been extended to such inferior animals as the 
ptarmigan and the hare, when an increase of 
plumage and an extra coat of fur, with a cor- 
responding diange of colour, tend to render 
their beii^ happy, by limiting the loss of vital 
heat, and enabling th^ creature, by forming 
its home in tlw snow," to counteract the in- 
creased demand for that internal warmth which 
the season requires ! 

The black bear, and other dark animals, re- 
tire from the influence of the atmosphere, and 
by another still more curious law, sleep away a 
period which would be fatal otherwise to their 
existence, either by their incapacity to procure 
food, or to maintain the vital principle. The 
very dog, in this and other cold climates, gets 
the short close fur in winter, and is moreover 
generally housed at night, when tibe tempera- 
Y 2 
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ture is the lowest; and it has struck me 
forcibly, that from a similar necessity, the 
yentral regions of almost all animals, whether 
birds, beasts, or fishes, are either white or of 
a lighter colour than the body, thus protecting 
the vital parts when the animal rests on the 
ground, flies in the sun's rays, or swims in the 
water. The soles of the feet and the palms of 
the hands of a negro, are also lighter than the 
rest of his skin ; and the chest of a white man 
exposed to the air, is soon covered with hair. 

The changes in the furs of animals and in 
the feathers of such birds as the snow-bird 
of America, do not occur rapidly; they are 
gradual, and they graduMy prepare them for 
the season they are fitted for.* 

* After this work was completed, on the 9th April, 
1842, some small farmers from Outer Cove and Tor- 
bay brought me a large white bear to look at, which 
they had killed about two hours before, at a distance 
of five or six miles from St. John's. This animal is now 
seldom or never seen in the explored parts of New- 
foundland, and I could not help being struck in view- 
ing it, at the singular fact of the white bear being 
endowed with the faculty of remaining in a state of 
action during the severe polar winters, whilst his other 
congeners of the black or brown kind sleep away a 
season in which, from their colour, they would be ex- 
posed to intense suffering from cold. 

I afterwards went to trace for several miles the 
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The more, in fact, we search into nature, 
the more we are surprised by the admirable 
arrangement and simplicity of its operations. 

track of this animal on the snow, and it appears to me 
that he must have landed from the ice near the capital^ 
on the south shore, the ice being then in endless fields 
floating from the northern regions, and that he was, 
when killed, making his way by a natural instinct 
across the country to the northward, to get into the 
cold climate of the icy sea again. He was very white, 
very large, and very fat^ and had alarmed all the dogs 
on his night march in passing the scattered farms^ 
many of which he passed close to the doors. His 
skin, a very fine long-haired one, was purchased by 
his excellency, the governor. 
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PART III. 
PHYSICAL HISTORY. 



CHAPTEE VIII. 

CLIMATE AND METEOKOLOGY. 

There is nothing in which the climate of 
Newfoundland* differs more from that of Ca- 
nada and the adjacent provinces, than in 
its extreme vicissitudes. Spring comes more 
slowly than in Canada, the summer is shorter, 
the autumn less certain, the winter a series 
of storms of wind, rain, and snowj the last 
rarely remains on the ground for any con- 
siderable length of time, and the frost is 

* The spring of IB42, as far as May Srd, has beea 
unusually severe* and the ^liiuate is uot to be judged 
by it. A suow storm happened on that day un- 
paralleled for its force and intensity ; I never sudSered 
out of dbors in any winter in Cauada so much as on 
that day, but this is almost unprecedented. 
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never, or rery rarely, so intense as it is in 
Upper Canada, many degrees more to the 
south. 

All this may, perhaps, be accounted for by 
its insularity, and its lying at the embouchure 
of the great valley of St. Lawrence, whilst the 
frozen and desolate regions to the north-west 
of Labrador and Hudson's Bay, cause the 
prevailing winds to sweep over it, loaded with 
a varying and reduced temperature of the air ; 
and then in the early spring vast masses of 
ice from Hudson's Straits and East Green- 
Ian^, are forced along its Atlantic coast by a 
southerly current, where they consolidate or 
grind, until they are eventually forced off by 
milder air and by the increasing warmth of 
the ocean, where they are sunk in the tepid 
waters of the gulf stream. 

A remarkable circumstance occurred this 
winter (January, 1842),* when it was proved 

* la fact, this whole winter has been a carious one, 
and is not even yet finished, on the 22Dd April, 1842, 
for we have to day a hot sun and deep banks of snow, 
whilst a vessel just arrived, gives the following curious 
account of the largest iceberg which has probably been 
ever seen, being very near St. John's. I copy his state- 
ment from the " NewfoundlandJet:," of Apn^-^fStSt^^yt-^ 

" Captain Hardy, of the brig, Lady Turner, arrived 
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by a master of a ship, who had had long expe- 
rience, that the gulf stream waters had di- 
varicated from their usual course, or rather, 
perhaps, had spread out until they reached 
very nearly to St. John's; the water of the 
ocean having been so warm in the early part of 
that month, that the sailors in his vessel felt a 
positive pleasure from ablution in it, although 
the thermometer on shore was then frequently 
at zero, and the winds very chilling from the 
north or south-west. 

If the laws of climate were regulated by the 
thermal zones which philosophers have drawn 
round the globe, Newfoundland would be an 
abode for man, equally fr^ from great heats 

from Cadiz on Satarday last, reports that, on the day 
previously, the Bay of Bulb bearing about W.N.W., 
distant twelve miles, he saw an immense iceberg, lying 
S.£. and N.W., which, from the length of time it took 
him to pass it— viz., three hours, going at eight to- 
nine knots— could not have been less than twenty -five 
to twenty-seven miles long, and wore the appearance 
of the high land to the north of the Bay of Bulls. 

*' We believe this iceberg to be of unheard-of size ; 
but there can be no doubt of th^ correctness of the 
report, as it was seen by the ]Buphemia and Mary 
Anne, whose masters fully confirm Captain Hardy's 
account." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



330 CLIMATE AND M£TBOEOLOGT« 

and from intense cold, as it lies in nearly the 
same parallds as France; whereas, it has the 
general temperature of the European countries 
situated fifteen or twenty di^rees higher ihm 
the northern sh<»res of thaJb fertile coun^. 

Various attempts have been made to account 
isatis&etorily for this seeming anomaly be- 
tween the climates of the old and new world* 
Eirwan, with great justice, admits that the 
latent and r^bained heat of the earth is » 
powerful agenty after that of the solar radia^- 
tion, and that elevation above the ocean, the 
size of large tracts of water, and the nature ci 
the soil, operate very powerMly in contri* 
buting to those vicissitudes of the atmospherie 
regions which we denominate winds. It is 
very probable therefore that the sun, in its 
survey of the ecliptic, diffuses equal warmth 
in the ratio of hk distance between the torrid 
fmd the frozen zones, but that his in^uence ia 
counteracted by the shape and nature of con- 
tinents and oceans. America, moreover, is 
covered with a mantle of forest,! and is girt 
<m its whole western frontl^, froai P^»gon»i 
to Behring's Straits, with a belt of lofty and 
rocky mountains, reaching, in most cases, 
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aboTe the regions of the air where et^nal 
frost is known to reign. 

The coY^ing of trees prevents the access of 
solicr heat. The ice-clad mountains penrade 
in North America, not onl j the Paeifie littoral, 
hut oceni^ the whole c<mtinent of America, in 
ifts broadest part, frcon that coast to the wild 
regions cf Labrador and the frozen North. 
The east coasts of Labrador are amongst the 
most lofty of sea mountains, or perhaps in 
eqnal extent, the most lofty in tl^ world, clad 
with snow and ice, and visible for upwards of 
one hundred and twenty miles at sea. The 
colour of ice and snow also tends to assist in 
modifying the circumambient air. 

The theory of winds is still, however, in its 
infancy, but that they are affected in their 
passage over such howling wildernesses, can- 
not be doubted. In Canada, and everywhere 
in North America, a wind from the north-west 
invariably lowers the thermometer, and in 
winter causes excessive cold. Canada, La- 
brador, and Newfoundland, are the regions of 
lakes; and these, when frozen, of course in* 
crease tl^ fwy and bitterness of a storm from 
that quarter; but although Newfoundland is 
but little removed from Labrador, the coldest 
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country in the world, and from Cape Breton 
and Nova Scotia, where frost reigns in all its 
vigour in winter, it is not so cold as other 
parts of the American continent lying many 
degrees further to the south. 

The thermometer rarely falls to zero in 
winter, which lasts from the beginning of 
December until the middle of April; January 
and February being the coldest months, and 
the latter the most stormy. 

The most remarkable feature of its climate 
is the preponderance of severe gales on the 
land, not extending far over the ocean, but 
sweeping with irresistible force over the broken 
country, either from the north or the south- 
w^t. The winter of 1842 has been remark- 
able for this phenomenon. Scarcely a day 
passed in January without a gale which in 
England would have been deemed serious; yet 
such is the conformation of the land, that, 
stretching into mountainous hills and deep 
valleys from north-north-east to south-south- 
west, these storms are broken in their force, 
and do comparatively little damage, whilst 
they very fortunately blow oflF a coast dan- 
gerous enough in itself at all times. 

The north-east winds are also very heavy 
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but less frequent; they are cold, but not so 
cold as the former, for they have to traverse 
a vast extent of open sea after leaving the 
frozen regions of Europe before they reach 
us, and in consequence expend much of their 
cold in imparting it to the surface of the 
ocean. 

The forests of the American continent and 
of Newfoundland, although they operate against 
the climate, by preventing the solar heat from 
reaching the soO, and by the immense evapora- 
tion necessary to their existence, have also 
an advantage not sufficiently appreciated by 
the industrious emigrants and dwellers in 
these new territories. They assist to modify 
the excessive rigour of the winds, and to keep 
up an artificial heat, as it were, by multiply- 
ing the obstructions which impede the action 
of the air with the earth's surface, so that the 
ground retains its latent heat, much as an 
animal clothed in fur does; and in summer, 
vegetation is preserved and assisted by this 
veil of foliage in its insensible perspiration, 
which the sun's heat increases and converts by 
evaporation into a temperature cool enough to 
answer the well-being of the plant. 

It is a sort of rage in America, particularly 
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ia Canada and Newfoundland, to destroy tiie 
£(xest as ra^^dlf as possible. Tke fact is, die 
poor eauigrant coming from Europe, where 
wood IB verjr yaluaUe, and where he never 
probaUy owned a good walking-stick, con- 
seioiis that the ti^asure thus pkoed at his 
unlimited disposal is inexhaustible, with- 
out much reflection, proceeds to dear the 
wildemefls for the cultivation of his farsa. 
The incalcuhible benefit that would arise to his 
cattle and to himself, by leaving patches of 
forest trees here and ti^re, never troubles 
him; he uses the tre^ as men use the water 
of a river, merdy because there is plenty of it, 
and he forgets that the ponds or rivulets which 
are to supply the fainting beasts "wilk beverage, 
in the exhausting heats of a transatlantic 
summer, will soon dry up whm derived of 
the support and protection of the for^. 

Although it will not at all surprise the natu- 
ralist, yet it is useful to inform the emigrant to 
these regions that mankind in general are not 
aware of the vast influence of trees on climate, 
and that they are actually chemical instruments, 
for the formation and distillation of dews and 
rain. This is peculiarly the case with those 
growing on elevated situations, and in countries 
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subjected to mists. Trees demaud a large sup- 
ply of moisture for their organic development^ 
and this is again given off by perspiration from 
their leaves, which answer the same purposes 
as the human skin. Experiments have been 
earefiiUy made, to prove that a small tree, 
weighing not more than seventy pounds, ab* 
sorbed ^teen pounds of water in six hours, 
and that branches of only an inch in diameter, 
and five feet Icoig, took up from fifteen to 
twenty-five ounces in twelve hours, when in 
full leaf; but, deprived of their leaves, the ab- 
sorption was not more than one ounce in twelve 
hours. It is, in fact, perfectly surprising how 
much water a single tree will distil in the 
course of a night. 

This applies chiefly to those forest trees 
which shed their leaves annually, — for ever- 
greens, as they are called, which shed their 
leaves also annually, but imperceptibly, such 
as the fir tribe, do not imbibe so much water by 
the leaf as they do by the trunk and branches. 
In short, forests are always humid from this 
property of imbibition, perspiration, and con- 
densation, which checks the evaporation from 
the earth. 
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Nothing can prove these facts more clearly 
than to observe in Canada the state of those 
portions of the conntry which have been cleared 
on a large scale. I have observed the beds of 
streams, which would have been called rivers 
in England, and which bore all the traces of 
having been small cataracts formerly, com- 
pletely dried up; and it has been remarked, 
that after a forest has been taken off elevated 
ground, the quantity of rain in the neighbour- 
hood sensibly lessens, perhaps in consequence 
of there being less electric attraction between 
the clouds and the ground. 

Murray observes that trees, by condensing 
the air in thick weather, must materially affect 
the climate, and that therefore thickly-wooded 
-countries must necessarily be colder and more 
humid than naked or barren savannahs ; whilst 
trees, being conductors of atmospheric elec- 
tricity, the climates of cold countries will ne- 
cessarily improve where agricultural operations 
are carried on upon a large scale. 

This has been controverted by Dr. Wynne, 
in his " History of America," who, without 
^sufficient reason, asserts that the woods are 
not the cause of the coldness of North America, 
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but that it is owing to the great extent of its 
barren solitudes, its rocks and mountains, and 
vast lakes. 

People in Newfoundland also perceive, that 
the " barrens," as every waste ground denuded 
of wood is there called, are infinitely colder 
than the forest lands. The reason is very 
obvious,' from the natural causes above cited. 
The icy winds sweep over them unresisted. 

But that Newfoundland is not a cold country 
in the American sense of the word, will be. 
proved by facts. Any European arriving at 
St. John's, the most sterile and open part of 
the eastern coast, in winter, wiU be struck if 
he walks abroad, to see the labouring poor 
coming from and going to the woods nine or 
ten miles off, with their sledges drawn by dogs,, 
and occasionally by little horses, with scarcely 
any other than their ordinary clothing on. I 
was told by a respectable small farmer, whom I 
met one bitter cold day, riding on his cata- 
maran or sledge, in an English smock frock,, 
that, except flannel next his skin, he never 
wore any other dress when working abroad. 

There are severely cold days occasionally in 
January and February, and they are made more 
bitter by the strong sweeping winds. K the 

YOL. I. z 
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cold were as intense as it is in Western Canada, 
a conntry much fturther south, and the same 
winds prevailed, the open parts of the country 
would be actually iminhabitable. 

The frost, moreover, does not p^etrate the 
ground here as it does there, where it has been 
known to go three feet down; here it is rarely 
more than a few inches, and soon breaks up. 

The worst weather is when a strong north- 
erly or westerly wind is accompanied by a severe 
snow storm, which is usually the case when the 
snow falls for any length of time. Then the icy 
particles are driven about so fiercely and so 
thickly that it is almost impossible to see or 
even to breathe freely. These states of the 
atmosphere are, however, not very frequent, 
and very little snow lies on cleared places, in 
consequence of the strong winds, and the ten- 
dency to moisture and rain in winter. 

Another phenomenon, seldom seen in Canada, 
is the silver thaw, as it is called in Newfound- 
land. Rain in heavy torrents in February, 
accompanied by a low state of the theormometer 
near the earth, causes a regular deposition of 
ice round all the branches and twigs of the 
plants and trees, and every substance capable 
of receiving it. This goes on increasing until 
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a layer of ice envelops the smallest twigs, 
till it attains a diameter of half an inch, and 
sometimes more. The leafless trees droop and 
bend their strongest boughs towards the earth, 
to which, if they reach it without breaking 
from the enormous weight they have to sustain, 
they become frozen. I have seen willows, 
whose branches were as thick as a man's thigh, 
break off under this pressure. The wind ge- 
nerally rises soon afterwards, and then the 
clatter and destruction may be conceived. 

I can compare the appearance of a tree thus 
unwelcomely adorned to nothing in man's art 
nearer than to a vast chandelier of the purest 
crystal, and the play of the light is fully equal 
to that from myriads of prisms, when the sun 
shines. 

Fruit trees and shrubs are seriously i^ju^ed 
by this silver thaw, which very fortunately is 
rare. In the winter of 1841 (February) it 
did great mischief. 

Not having yet seen any extensive forests 
of the deciduous trees in this island, I cannot 
judge whether an appearance exists here, which 
very much excited my attention in Canada, 
both as respected the hard wood trees of that 
z2 
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class, and the soft evergreens, or firs. There 
are, in fact, no opportunities, until extensive 
roads are opened here, for observing it. 

When riding in a low sleigh, particularly 
in Western Canada, along a line of country 
long cleared, one is struck, as the vehicle moves 
rapidly along, by observing a continued straight 
line on the edge of the uncleared forest land, 
at a height of seven or eight feet above the 
ground. This line is so clearly defined in the 
evergreens that it at first struck me it was 
caused by the cattle having bitten off all the 
shoots, as high as their heads could reach, and 
thus leaving the trees branchless to that height. 
But then again, it was too constant for one to 
believe that that was the cause, particularly as 
they would not browse on many of the fir kind. 
It is effected by frost, which destroys the 
foliage and young shoots near the surface in the 
younger states of the plant ; as it is now clearly 
proved that cold has a more serious effect upon 
vegetation, within a few feet of the earth's 
surface, than at a distance above it; but I 
had no notion that it could have reached uni- 
formly to seven or eight feet, until I read in 
an English work, that such has been observed 
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in England in very severe frosts, in a space of 
several acres, where the buds of the oak were 
cut off to that height, and the rest of the open- 
ing foliage uninjured, whilst the frost appeared 
always to have injured or destroyed garden 
shrubs and plants in low situations more than 
it did in higher ones. The evaporation was 
carried on more rapidly in one instance than 
the other. 

In Newfoundland, it is surprising how gar- 
den plants, and insects which feed on them, 
brave the winter, and the effects of the sudden 
thaws, for here, in winter, the transition from 
severe frost to torrents of rain is sudden. The 
snow, too, where it lies deep, which it seldom 
does near the coast, excepting in drifts, begins 
speedily to feel the latent heat in the ground, 
and decays first at the bottom layers; whilst 
the warm air dissolves its upper crust, so that 
volumes of fluid are soon generated, and a 
river which has been closed the evening before 
solidly enough to bear a horse upon it, is 
found next morning running in foam and 
fiiry. 

In the woods and rocky places, the snow 
remains much longer, and, in spring, vege- 
tation is often checked by the sudden appear- 
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ance off the coast of an immense belt of ice 
from the Polar regions, and by stationary ice- 
bergs, which ground on the shallows. 

The ground, as before observed, does not 
freeze to any depth,* and therefore, some wit- 
of-door excavations can generally be made for 
building or other purposes, provided the place 
chosen is not where rock is near the surface, 
in which case the earth will freeze to ten 
inches or a foot in depth, the porous sandstone 
under it acting as an excellent ice-maker. 

We find that the extremes of temperature 
in Newfoundland are trifling, when compared 
to those of Canada. There, the thermometer 
falls as low as 27 degrees below zero, and 
even lower at times in winter, and rises to 
90 degrees in summer; here, the lowest tem- 
perature in winter scarcely exceeds zero, or 
8 or 10 degrees below it, excepting up<m rare 
occasions, and in the height of summer does 
not attain more in common years than 79 
degrees. 

* As aproof of this, parsnips and potatoes wiU remain 
in the ground all winter, and be fit to eat in the 
spring, as I have twice experienced, and it is a com- 
mon practice to let the parsnips remain out all winter, 
purposely to have a supply in spring. 
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Winter may really be said to commence 
here towards tiie latter end of November only, 
though fires are comfortable a^uncts during 
most of that month, and its severity begios 
after Christmas, runs through January and 
February, and becomes less and less stem, 
until the middle of April, when it ceases alto- 
gether. In the winter of 1840, ploughiag 
was going on after Christmas. This winter 
1841-1842, has been unusuaUy changeable, 
and deluges of rain, storms of wind, and some 
share of snow have characterized it; although 
the latter has not enabled the hewers of wood 
to bring their siq^i^s in, until very late in 
the season. March has also been a very 
cold month, and characterissed by an unusually 
furious snowHstorm.* 

* On the evening of Good Friday^ March 25th» 
with the thermometer at 30°, and wind north-east, a 
most unusual appearance was exhibited at sunset^ 
about twenty minutes past six. The western sky was 
in a blaze of roseate and fire-coloured angry light after 
the sun dipped, which was reflected on the eastern or 
sea sky to a great extent, and just as the sun had dis- 
appeared behind the hill, a perfect bow appeared in 
the east, having, not the usual rainbow hues, but 
modifications of red from the fiery to the roseate; it 
was a perfect arch of the usual size and height of 
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It is generally supposed in England, that 
Neivfoundland is constantly enveloped in fog and 
wet mist; nothing, however, can be further 
from the truth. The summers are frequently 
so hot and so dry, that for want of rain the 
grass perishes; the summer of 1840 was one 
of these ; — and the nights are usually splendid ; 
whilst, in winter, fog is very rarely seen. 

The fog being generated at sea, by causes 
which do not operate upon the land, is a true 
sea-mist, which may be observed in a voyage 
across the Atlantic, all the way from the west 
coast of Ireland, by keeping in a high latitude, 
until the vessel reaches Newfoundland. I was 
nearly two months in making this transit, 
owing to having kept so high, probably from 
the course lying in that vast current of water 

rainbows at sunset. The previous evening, the eastern 
sky at sunset was beautifully coloured with purple and 
red, down to the horizon, whilst the western was not ; 
the thermometer varied only two or three degrees 
above or below freezing all the time : yet both these 
appearances were succeeded by only slight thaws; 
there was a vast quantity of snow on the ground, and 
the sea was covered with white ice near the shores, 
but neither rain nor snow fell. There were slight 
auroras both nights. I think the bow must have been 
a reflection from the sea ice. 
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which expends itself, by turning from the 
banks of Newfoundland, towards the Polar 
regions, and crossing over to Europe; there 
the water would generally be warmer than the 
air, because the current of air coming from 
the Arctic Circle, is fraught at all times of the 
year with cold; the opposition of the two, 
makes fog, which is perceptibly saline. 

Again, along the coasts of Hudson's Bay, 
Labrador and Newfoundland, there is a south- 
erly set or current, which runs very, rapidly 
from East Greenland, and the adjacent seas, 
bringing with it waters much colder than those 
natural to the latitude of the Newfoundland 
seas; so that when the temperature of the air 
near the shores is greater than that of this 
broad current, fog again forms; and thus both 
in summer and in winter, the spa<^e of ocean, 
from the outer edge of the shallow water of 
the banks to the eastern and southern shores 
of the island, — is frequently enveloped in fog, 
a provision of nature which probably increases 
the security and multiplication of the endless 
stores of fish and marine animals treasured in 
that gloomy region. 

Dr. Kelly, R.N., a very able observer of 
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nature, who is attached to the siznreying ser- 
vice conducted by Captain Bayfield, has 
written much in the transactions of the Que- 
bec Literary and Historical Society, upon the 
atmospheric phenomena of the St. Lawrence, 
where the same fogs prevail for the same 
reasons, as far as the tide-waters of the ocean 
ascend that father of rivers. 

Dr. Kelly observes, that the tanperature of 
the St. Lawrence differs greatly at differ^t 
seasons, but that the changes in the winter are 
both gradual and slow, compared to those ci 
the incumbent air, which are very sudden and 
very great; whilst the water does not uni- 
formly follow the changies of the seasons them- 
selves, but is much influenced by certain 
peculiar circumstances, and by the strength 
and direction of the winds, and that when 
free from these disturbing causes, it acquired 
its maximum temperature about the begin- 
ning of September, the mean maximum tem- 
perature of the air being in July. 

To shew the variability caused by local 
effects, on the 8th of July, 1831, Dr. Kelly 
observed the water, in a broad part of the 
river, after some Abjb of warm weather, 
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was, in the middle oi the estuary, as high as 
60 degrees on the siu&ce. A freezing westerly 
wind blew all night, and on the morning of 
the 9th, the 8ur&ce*water had sunk to 39 de- 
grees, the air being aflfected no more than from 
64 to 62 degrees. 

He experimented upon the temperature of 
the water at different depths during these 
changes, and found, as is well known, that the 
gulf and river water at certain depths was 
uniformly cold. When the surface was at 60 
degrees, 30 fatiioms only beneath it was at 35 
degrees; and at 50 fathoms only 34 degrees. 
On the 9th, when the wind ceased, a cahn en- 
sued, which immediately raised the surface- 
water to 57 degrees, and then the lower strata 
were successively found to average at one 
fathom, 44 degrees; at 10 fathoms, 38 de* 
grees; and 100 fathoms, 35 degrees. 

By other experiments, Dr. Kelly found that 
part of the river little influenced by tides, to 
maintain, during the maximum in September, 
an average temperature of 62 degrees, which 
was very constant ; whilst he also found the river 
when frozen over, to sink to 32 degrees. Hence 
he argues, that in calm fine weather, the warm 
fresh water of the river and its tributaries 
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floats on the surface; but when it is agitated 
by storm, it soon mingles with the perma- 
nently cold water of the lower strata. 

The easterly gales also, he says, cool the 
gulf waters much more than the westerly ones, 
for an obvious reason, that they act over the 
base of the triangle formed by Newfoundland, 
and the shores of the gulf, whilst the others 
only pass over a long string of river connected 
with the apex. 

But no doubt the easterly winds are also 
powerfiil from another cause; they bring the 
permanently cold water of the Straits of Belle- 
isle, where icebergs hang all the year; and 
they also bring the cold water of the South 
shores of Newfoundland, and the coasts of 
Cape Breton more powerfully into the gulf. 

The fogs of the St, Lawrence are formed, 
therefore, from these different states of the sea, 
of the tide part of the river, and of the air, 
mingled with a reflux of the tidal wave, which 
forces up to the surface in the narrows of the 
river much of the cold oceanic water. Thus 
the flood tide at certain places is colder than 
the ebb, and the whole tidal part of the river 
and gulf has a comparative low temperature 
ihroughout the year. 
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The great indraught of the straits of Belle- 
isle, renders the northern part of Newfound- 
land much less fit for habitation* than the 
eastern, the southern, or the western shores; 
for here there appears to be an arm of the 
great current from the frozen north, sucked in^ 
as it were, from the main body, which proceeds 
south along the coasts of Newfoundland, and 
is in all likelihood a part of that immense 
oceanic river, if the term may be used, which 
flows from the Pole to the equator. Thus, the 
real fresh-water stream of the St. Lawrence, 
before it finally mingles in the salt wave, lies 
over their colder strata, and flows in an op- 
posite direction along the south shores of 
Canada. 

I have passed some time in the gulf, and 
paid much attention to the extraordinary state 
of the atmosphere, induced by the variabilities 
of temperature between the air and surface 
water, which is infinitely greater than anything 
occurring in the fog regions of the banks, 
because, on such an expanse of ocean as that 

* The current of the St. Lawrence sets out along 
the north shore of Newfoundland, which renders the 
waters warmer on that shore than on the Labrador 
coast opposite, along which the polar current runs. 
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round the east and south shores of Newfound- 
laiid, and between them and the banks, the 
formation of fog is upon a more constant, de^ 
yeloped, and extensive scale, thus causing uni- 
formity; whilst on the west side of the island, 
and the Gulf of St. Lawrence and its estuary, 
the combinations are constantly changing, and 
producing new features. The effects of mirage 
there are intensely interesting, but very dan- 
gerous to the mariner, and arising obviously 
from the condition of the strata of air imme- 
diately over the water. Sometimes the fog is 
very high and thick; at others, low and thin; 
again, a mere and almost invisible line of light . 
vapour. Thus ships are distorted into most 
grotesque shapes, the horizon is altered, and 
both near and distant objects are seen in totally 
different forms and positions, as the rays of 
light are refracted through the different media, 
or reflected from the fog. 

No doubt the immense variation between the 
warm equatorial waters of the gulf stream, over 
which clouds constantly hang at a low eleva- 
tion, and the cold seas above the great banks 
of Newfoundland, may arise from two circum- 
stances, — ^the one, from a branch of the Frozen 
Ocean, or polar current, reaching the banks; 
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the other, from the influence of the submarine 
mountains of which those banks are composed, 
which, rendering the seas shallow, lessen the 
temperature of liie waters above them. Hum- 
boldt and many other philosophers have ob- 
served, that the ocean is subject to great varia- 
tions of temperature wherever there are 
shoals, or where the land is near, and that it 
generaUy lost some portion of its heat in those 
cases, which were usually, however, confined 
to comparatively deep water. 

Thus the great Bank of Newfoundland thrown 
up, as it were, and forming a part of the 
great chamiel through which the polar current 
passes, and limiting also that of the equatorial, 
or gulf stream, has its waters not only cooled by 
radiation, but also by confining, on the western 
side, the icy current also, which thus neces- 
sarily comes to the surface, assists in lessening 
the temperature of the adjacent ocean in lati- 
tudes which, but for this and the great eva- 
poration thus caused, would otherwise be 
warm. The cold St. Lawrence also throws its 
mighty stream into the ocean near these banks, 
and the prevailing winds come cooled, over an 
immense and frigid continent, for a great por- 
tion of the year. 

In summer, when the air is warm, over the 
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banks, constant, dense, impenetrable fog reigns, 
unless driven off bj gales of wind or an equalized 
state of the air ; and so unwilling is the atmo- 
sphere to retain this cloud that hangs on the 
ocean, that it is returned, almost as fast into 
as it rises from it, in small rain. 

The land, or westerly winds, are naturally 
drier than the easterly ones which sweep over 
the broad Atlantic, and thus cause greater 
evaporation from the ocean over the banks 
when they prevail, which is for three-fourths 
of the year. In Newfoundland, as in Canada, 
the land, or north-west wind, in winter, is bit- 
terly cold; in summer, it is pleasantly warm; 
the sea, or north-easterly wind, cold both 
summer and winter, in Newfoundland and 
Canada; south-easterly, warm. Fog on the 
shores, in summer, prevails with an easterly 
win^d; west and south-westerly winds bring 
rain. 

The east coast and the south shore of New- 
foundland are more subject to fogs than the 
western frontier is ; but the sea fog, although 
it caps the lofty headlands of the coast, rarely 
penetrates very far inland, or lies very deep in 
the harbours or shores. 

I have examined several registers kept here, 
and compared them together. It would ap- 
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pear that the average of thick shore fog ex- 
tending a short distance inland, for 1841 
was— 

In January one day and a half. 

February none. 

March none. 

April one. 

May three. 

June two. 

July one. 

August one. 

September four. 

October one. 

November two. 

December one. 

May and the beginning of June are the 
times when fog usually most prevails on 
the coast, and then the east wind brings the 
shoals of capelin or small salmon as bait to the 
fishermen, who hail that foggy wind as a sure 
forerunner of a great treasure. 

Thus it will be seen, in 1841, there were 
only seventeen days and a half of thick fog at 
St. John's, which is more exposed to the bank 
weather, as it is called, than any other part of 
the island. 

It must not be concealed that there were 
other foggy days, wherein the vapour was not 
. VOL. I. A A 
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so hxtenser «r congtent, and lasted oni^ for a^ 
portion of tbe dssyy and that tii^ Sdtish: 
reader may form a true judgment of the 
clixoate of the eastern and southern coast of 
Newfoundland, L will add to ther above cata- 
logue of fog, thennmher of di^in each month, 
in 1841, wherein there was partial or light fog- 
January one day and a half. 

February half a diiy. 

March none; 

April ; two and: a: half. 

May three. 

June twa and ST half. 

July two and a half. 

August one and a half. 

September ...... twtf and sr half. 

Oetober half. 

November one. 

December one and a half. 

Thusi aito^tfaer,. light &ffi or^ miste were 
prevalent only for at^^paceL equd to ninete^i 
aad a haifiday^^inilSil, whidi,. added- ta se- 
v«nte«i anda.hal£day&^ fog, give tharty^seven 
days of ft^ggp^ireatte* xm thesh^^re^ throughout 
the year. 

Not having been long enough in theiidiind 
to have been, enabled^ ta make a correct table 
of the iBeteorol<^y^ astfar. aft wdnd^ n^n, snow> 
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ib^, t^mpercttcdre, and th^ MroM lu*6 Con- 
cerned, I shftU now merdy give i^ digest of tbe 
temperature, or rath^, the average of the 
thermometer and barometer,* for the twelve 
separate months in sil: years, in Newfound- 
land: 





TiMr. 


Bw. 


that. 


Bar. 


Jan. ... 


22.^ 


... 29.6 


July... 57.4 


... 29.7 


F*b. ... 


42.6 


... 20.6 


August, 58.3 


... 29.8 


March. 


24.0 


... 29.7 


Sept.... 53.3 


... 29.8 


April .. 


33.8 


... 29.6 


Oct. ... 44.0 


... S9.8 


May... 


39.5 


... 89.7 


Kor.... 84.0 


... 29.6 


Jhd«... 


49.8 


... a9.t 


t>e«.... 26.0 


... 29.8 



Th« greatest height of the thermometer and 
barometer, in 1841, during the same period, 
was — 





Thcr. 


Bar. 


Ther. 


Bar. 


Jan. ... 


44.0 ... 


30.3 


July ... 79.5 ... 


30.1 


feb.... 


42.6 ... 


do.2 


August, 78.3 ... 


30.9 


March. 


47.0 ... 


30.8 


Sept... 75.3 ... 


30.2 


April . • 


56.5 ... 


30.2 


Oct,... 68.3 ... 


30.3 


May... 


62.0 ... 


30.2 


Nov.... 57.0 ... 


30.2 


June... 


74.0 ... 


30.1 


Dec... 44.5 ... 


30.4 



* This has been carefully compared from the 
'< Newfoundland Almanack " of 1842, with other re* 
gisters, and is presumed to be as correct as twelve 
hours' observation will afford. No doubt, during the 
night; the thermometer has been lower, and at Signal 

aa2 
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The greatest depression of the thermometer 
and barometer, for the same* period was — 





Ther. 


Bar. 




Ther. 


Bar. 


Jan. ... 


-^.0 . 


.. 28.7 


July ... 


34.8 .. 


. 29.3 


Feb. ... 


•4.6 . 


.. 28.6 


August 


.38.5 ;. 


. 29.3 


March . 


-0.6 . 


.. 28.8 


Sept.... 


33.5 .. 


. 29.3 


April.. 


14.3 . 


. 28.9 


Oct. ... 


24.0 ... 


29.2 


May... 


21.8 . 


. 29.1 


Nov.... 


16.5 ... 


28.9 


June... 


29.8 .. 


. 29.2 


Dec... 


-5.6 .. 


28.9 



In February 1841, on the 15th, the island 
was visited by a severe storm of wind, from 
the W, S, W., with snow ; the thermometer fell 
from 40° to 19°, and the barometer from 29.8 
to 28.5. 

Thus, February is usually the coldest and 
most stormy, and July the warmest month in 
the year. 

In the February of this year, 1842, the 
highest temperature has been 45°, and the 
lowest, 2°. The barometer stood at 28.8 and 
29.4 ; and, strange to say, this was on the most 
stormy day of 1841 . There was also great rain, 
with a temperature which varied from 32° 
to 2°. 

Hill, five hundred and ten feet above the sea, it has 
been as low as -8^ when it was only -2^ at the places 
of observation, which are nearly on the same level, and 
about a hundred and twenty feet above the ocean. 
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Such is the salubrity of this climate, thait 
Mr, McGregor relates, there was living, in 
1829, at Marasheen island, in Placentia Bay, 
Martin Galten, more than 100 years old, 
in excellent health, and who caught, with 
his brother, in that year, nine quintals of cod- 
fish. He piloted Captain Cook into Placentia 
Bay more than seventy years before that time. 
In the same place, lived Nancy Tibeau, mother 
of four living generations ; and a Mrs. Tait, 
who died there in 1819, was 125 years old, 
and was, with her third husband, at the siege 
of Quebec by Wolfe. 

A woman died lately at Torbay, near St. 
John's, 125 years old, and before her death 
she sentfor a firiend of mine (the medical gentle-' 
man already noticed) to see what was the 
matter with her poor child^ who was sick, — 
the said poor child being then about ninety. 

The most remarkable features in the climate 
of Newfoundland are, the fogs on its banks, — 
which do not extend to the shores or inland, 
there frequently being a clear space or belt 
next the coast,— and the prevalence of heavy 
winds. 

These latter attain their height in February, 
andseem almost local, but blow with unmitigated 
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rigour mi dupfttien. Almoit *11 January and 
great part ^f FebTOwy i^ 1842 tbtre wm a 
QOMtaat rocQf s^ioit Qf hwd gale«« 0^ tbe 15th 
of February 1841, the gale amounted nearly 
t0 a tornado J it unroofed housfti, tteew down 
chimneyis, injured the gihipping, and w»mitted 
great bavoq at St, John'» and its Tioinity. 

Fortunat^y, aa before remarked, the mean 
temperature of the air in wint^ is auch aa to 
deprive these gales of mueh of thw horror; 
any were the thermomottr to $\nk as low as it 
does at Quebec, during a tornado of many 
hours' duration, few hou^^ would be warm 
enough, with aH the fuel applied, to resist 
their ef^t. As it is^ with a fall of the ther-> 
mometer only a few d^preea Mow tho freeing 
point, they are almost unbearable, and se^ero 
accidents oQcur to period who are inoautiousi, 
or unayoidably exposed to their fury ftor any 
length of time; although the proportion of 
people Irost bitten (ceteris paribus) is ahnost 
nothing compared to thoae in Canada and the 
adjacent ccmtinent. 

Thunder and lightning are very rare; 
during two winters, an autumn, and a sum- 
n»er's residence^ I do not r^Enember to have 
obaerve4 either. There have, however, been 
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SGcm^ jfirtaoeee of ibeir ^SootB, imib ^eiy for- 
tematelfy ibi^ie ane fe«r xiiid far t)etw6eu ; and 
If tibe §aiM loiid proYifiicm of the equalization 
«f tlie d«da3C matter, tJie d&Dts ^ internal 
commoftimf « exeanplified in earthquakes — 
^evielopefit as It undoubtedly is, by l^at, which 
10 nerdy WKHiher fonn irf that jnysterieus 
a^tr-^are unknown here, notwithstanding 
that there is no cosntry in the wodd where 
tiie crust of the earth appeaiis to have suffered 
Sumter disraption than in Newfoundland. 

But dectrieity, ms^netisD, light, or heat, or 
irbst&T&: is the ccnnbinatiim, is displayed here 
in tnother and more a^mrently useftd foim, 
tfddng tiie locality into consideration; for the 
long, dark evenings and nights of gloomy 
winter aj« frequently lit up ^lendidly by the 
anrqra borealis* 

This phen<»nenon, bat little investigated, 
and less known, is generally suj^osed to be 
the most perfect the nearer we ^proach the 
ijTotio Circle in our hemisphere; but I have 
long doubted that popular (pinion. It may 
be more permanent in the higher latitudes, 
compensating for the single night of half a 
year's duration; but I believe, for I have seen 
it in very high latitudes, when a young man, 
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in the Northern Seas, that it is more splendid 
in Western Canada and in Newfoundland 
than nearer to the Pole. There are circum- 
stances connected with its appearance in the 
latter country, which tend to upset another ge- 
nerallj-receiyed notion. It has been seen 
here, at St, John's, visibly close to the observer. 
One gentleman saw it between his house and 
Quiddy-biddy Pond, a lake about a mile long, 
near the south bank of which his dwelling is 
erected, on a slope of Signal Hill. Another gen- 
tleman, equally to be depended upon, and very 
fond of noticing extraordinary appearances, 
saw it in another situation, near the quarters 
I occupy, equally close to him ; and it always 
appears to me here, as if it was not very far 
oflF. The peculiar humid atmosphere of the 
east coast, and the vicinage of the ocean, be- 
tween which and the city there is a lofty bar- 
rier of rocky hills, all conduce to render the 
belief in this new appearance reasonable. 

An American savant, Mr. Joslin*, who has 
made many careful observations on this meteor, 

* This gentleman did me the favour to send me an 
interesting work whilst I was in Canada, entitled^ 
<< Meteorological Observations and Essays, furnished 
for the Appendix to the Report of the Regents of the 
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considers it as caused by particles or crystals 
of frozen vapour or snow in the upper regions 
of the air ; and it is well known that a single 
globule of dew contains as much electricity in 
its substance as could be diffiised therein. 

The notion, that the aurora is a reflection 
from the icy Pole, is absurd in every point of 
view; and it is much more likely that coun- 
tries and regions subjected to great evapora- 
tion, such as seas near the icy north, the great 
boundless forests of Northern America, the in- 
land fresh water oceans, and the humid terri- 
tory of Newfoundland and Britain, would, with 
the adjacent Northern Continent of Europe — 
most part of which is in the same natural con- 
dition, and all subject therefore to amazing 
vicissitudes of climate — ^be the vast theatre of 
the electro-magnetic operations in their cir- 
cumambient atmosphere. 

Some modem writers even go so far as to 
say, (and I recollect a writer in " Blackwood" 
is of that opinion,) that the phosphorescence of 
the sea is much more owing to the development 

University of the State of New York, for 1836." It 
contains much curious matter respecting auroras, 
auroral clouds, halos, and vertical solar and lunar 
columns, and was printed at Albany in 1836, 
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of electrie mf^U^ thm fe) its nb^Nun^Uiig ia 
countless mfn^4^ (^ m9ifm^ n^iltteae. This 
ia very prpb«,bk, ftftd, a^ it gisiffiJly pfeced^ 
wind, ]^9}r ^ e^^ilj b$ i^o^wt^d f<^ in i^t 
manner, ^ ip tlb ot^, b^f«lis§ tb« i«^» i$ hi^t 
s^ fluid of ^ more 4e^e joiatuf # thftu tb^ air, and 
quite ^ eap^bl^ of f^i^ving mi ^wimmg » 
matter sq i^keftaJ Md tfiWBi|vebeiiiiWy r^&md 
as th^t wUej^ i)reis(»tfl it9(slf ua4«r m many 
sb^pes g^ it is Qow bi^wii t9 MPPiie. 

I Ymlj h^re tkat tbis ^luwil or migD^ti^ 
day«cIouds, th^ sol^ wd luni^- iooliuan^^ ar# 
^11 mo4iic£^tipd9 (^ tli« name $nb§imw, Qm 
very extr^ordiftjary ^ppesyra^ee of tWi kiftd haj>- 
p^Q^d Mr§^ lait Ftbrnwy, juit prf yioudy to s 
most yiolactt fdt^^tm in i^ wt at^. Xb^ 
e¥6¥iiEf eloiMed, ^m ftud tr^uiquil, biafc iei tlie 
west, the ^m^ wm r#d aad threatemng, with 
lurid red streaks and dirk mmm (rf oloild. In 
th^ aouth-^eai^t, asarly oppoiit^ tha setti^ «n, 
the high ms^ (rf rocky iaomtfti^ ^^od Sig»^ 
milj ftboijit five himdr^ feet ptipendiQul^ly 
ahpve th§ s^, wsyi cappi^d by ft stotely w^U- 
defined column of pale light, which shot up 
about halfway to the zenith, and remained sta- 
tio^a^y for q, very coiisiderable time. The 
barometer and thenaometer bothbegaa to fall, 
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and during the night a stonn of freezing rain 
descended^ such a^ has not often been seen 
hare, eoating every tree, ahrub, palings wall, 
and house, with ice, to such a degree and weight 
that naanj fine wHlows in mj garden were de^ 
prived of their largest limbs. This glittering 
atorm of icy rain, called the ailver thaw hwe, 
was followed by a furious westerly wind, which 
increased the damage to the plants by breaking 
their tender twigs, in ccmsequence of the con^ 
fttant clashing of the frosen spray. 

I saw another appearance of what are fan^ 
cifully called solar columns, still more singular, 
in the autumn, near sunset. It was a series of 
radii from a ccmcealed oentre considerably below 
the surface of the ocean, and spreading in the 
£i.n-like shape which the sun's rays sometimes 
assume at that period, but in the eastern in- 
stead of the western horizon, and m^ch more 
defined and distinct This was also followed 
by a change from mild to bad weather, and 
wind. 

As it is a matter of much interest, I shall 
subjoin a description of the arcuate aurora bo- 
realis obs^ved in Western Canada, as well as of 
another Canadian aur(»'a, in No. VIII. of the? 
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Appendix; merely now observing, that al- 
though very fine and very frequent here at 
•all times of the year, but particularly in the 
winter months, I have as yet seen none so 
magnificent as those of Canada. The arcuate 
aurora is, however, very perfect also in New- 
foundland, though not of so long duration in the 
arches, nor so slow in its movements. The 
swift, merry dancers, as they are called, are un- 
<iommon, both in Canada and Newfoundland; 
but the coronal aurora, commencing in the 
zenith, or rather a few degrees below that point 
to the west, is equally common in both countries. 
Coloured auroras are, however, rare. 

It is to be regretted that the British govern- 
ment have not established an observatory at St. 
John's, which, with the one at Toronto in 
Western Canada, would very usefully maintain 
observers, not for astronomical purposes exclu- 
sively, but for meteorological science, thus 
<5onnecting a vast chain of relations between the 
states of the atmosphere in one of the driest 
and one of the most humid of its regions. 

It is impracticable for a military man, whose 
duties require, in a scientific corps, his constant 
supervision, to do more than notice every in- 
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teresting fact that comes under his observation y 
nor can he, moving from one part of the globe 
to another every now and then, be supposed to. 
cany about with him all those expensive and 
delicate instruments which are necessary, and 
which, to be eflfective, should always have a 
permanent locality, as nine times out of ten, 
in the change of quarters, his barometers, his 
thermometers, his chemical apparatus, or any of 
the moi*e fragile adjuncts of science, get broken*. 
Above all other pursuits, meteorology requires 
leisure and long-continued perseverance, both 
by day and by night, to which persons whose 
avocations render them liable, as a military 
man is, to constant interruptions, are the least 
fitted.* I hope, however, in a separate work,, 
devoted more generally to scientific matters 
connected with the geology and meteorology of 

* It is to be hoped that the accomplished hydro- 
grapher of the Admiralty will turn his attention to the 
continuance of that chain of posts round the world, of 
which Toronto is bne point. Observatories at St.. 
John's, Toronto, and the mouth of the Columbia, 
would nearly complete the circle of scientific inquiries, 
both in astronomy and meteorology. Engineer officers 
should be permitted to carry their libraries and instru- 
ments at the public expense and duty free, to all parts 
of the world, out and home. 
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Canada and Kewfbundland, which hdji beeiifi» 
some time preparing, still to enter more fully 
on these subjects than the pages of a woii 
expressly intended for general reading, and 
whose object is to impress upon the British 
public generally the great importance of this 
long*neglected appendage of the empire, will 
permit. 

The most cursory glance at this chapter 
will, I trust, prove that Newfoundland is not 
so very cold, not so very foggy, nor so very 
ererything^that-is^bad a climate, (changeabte 
as it undoubtedly is, ) as it has been represented 
to be by those whose invariable interest it for* 
merly was to prevent its settlement, and which 
circumstance no doubt also, in former days, 
somewhat influenced the goveitiment in tamely 
and tacitly acquiescing in the surrender to the 
French of the finest portion of the coast ; so that 
no other interest than that of the fishery could 
arise, by a divisicoi of the population into dis- 
tinct cities and districts, in a ^territory capable 
of highly assisting that interest in the small 
capital of St. John's. 

Nor can any one blame the adventurers for 
pursuing that undeviating course ; for look at 
India, and see how carefully colonization from 
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Europe has been guarded against there. While 
the interests were purely mercantile, it was 
right that mercantile men should use every 
lawful means to ensure their profits, and a 
return for the vast capital afloat; but when 
the same end can be achieved with the aid of 
colonization, such a course should necessarily 
cease, as it has done very nearly here ; and 
now that the fishermen are a native-born and 
resident population, their welfare is of para- 
mount importance. 



END OF VOL. I. 



T. C. SavUl, Printer, 107, St. Martin's Lane. 
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